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Conncil:

THE PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENTS.
K CULL, EsQ
F. W. CUMBERLAND, EsQ.
SANDFORD FLEMING, EsSQ.
H. MELVILLE, ESQ., M.D,
WILLIAM THOMAS, EsQ.

Recretary :
8. FLEMING. ESQ.

Cotceoponding Sectetary:
F. W, CUMBERLAND, ESQ.

Qreasurer:
DALRYMPLE CRAWFORD, ESQ.

Cucates:
F. F. PASMORE, ESQ.
In the abacnce of the President, Captain Lefroy
occupied the Cbair. The Scerctary read the

following
REPORT,

GryrLeNen,—Your Committee have much
pleasure in rcgoning the continucd successful pro-
ress of your Instliation. A Royal charter has
been obtained, by means of which, the objccts and
intesests of the Socicty have been exteaded, and
its powers cstablished and increased.
fany ncw members have beea admitted dur-
jng the past scssion, and your commillce are con-
vinced that a more extensive publication of the
Transactions of the Socicty alone is wanted to in-
sure for it that substantial support which isncces-
sary for fts succcss, and they are strengthencd in
this belief by the expressions of favour and ig-
terest which have been accorded to it fcoerally
by men of educationand scientific pursuits in the
rovince.

A focus around which the many individual ef-
forts of practical science may be drawn is puch
aceded §p 8 country where comnmunication and co-
operation have not as yei been easy of auaio-
ment.

Your Committee are of opinion that the time
has now comc when every edort should be made
to embrace as broad a field of practical science,
in the future operations of the Society, as possi-
ble. They trust that the Canadian Institute may
be made in practice, as well as in principle, w
comprehead the various objects, which, in older
and 1ore populous communities, are ccmmonly
appropriated by distinct assoclatiuns, under the
titlc of Societies of Art, Academics of Scicnce,
and Literary or Historical Socleties, in order
that by facllitating.an exchange of knowledge,
and ioducing a community of purpose and feel-
10 between Scientific, Literary, and Practical
men, and by uniting their eflorts in prumoting
the purposes of the Charter, the capabilities of the
Province may be morespeedily developed, and 1ts
inierests promoted oa a sound and enduring basis.

The Cummittee in givigg ulterance to these ase
pirations deaire to bring to your notice the en-
cauraging overturcs which have been made by

arties connected with the Toronto Athenxum
in view of an union of thetwo bodies—and would
recommend that they be met ia such a liberal
spirut as may result in the future co-operation of
bolél Soci{:liea. . ¢ | and
evera upon subjects of general an
lecal inwreszmc beea communicated during the
two first sessions;—Amongst them, a review of
the several clauses in the Surveyor's Act of 1849,
by M. J. Stol:}hton Dennis.

On the use of the Telescope, as applied to field
practice, by Mr. J. Q. Browa.

Upon the amclloralmé influences of the climate
of Ganada, by M¢. F. F. Pasmore.

On.the formation of the Peainsalaand Hatbour
of Tojoato, by M. 8. A. Fleming

C(I)In Lxke Harbours, &c., by Mr. Edwerd L.
ull,

On the Mineral Productions and Geology of
oanada, {llustrated by the Map and Models of his
Official Survey, by Mr. Logan.

On the cffects of Tides, by Mr. Ellis,

On the application of wire to the consiruetion
of Bow String Bridges, by Mr. Hanvey.

On the Geology of the Niagara Falls, by Mr.
Ridout.

QOn the Ebb and Flaw of watar in American
Lakes, by Mr. Brunel.

On the maaagement of Engincering works, by
Mr. Eilia

On Piling, as practiscd and applicable to works
l;{pon our lakes and navigable watcrs, by Me.

1vas Tully,

c (l)ln the supply of water to Toronto, by Mr.
ull.

On Crib work, as applicd for foundativos and
piers, oy mr, pluner.

On the works at Portsmouth dock yards, by M.
Cumberland.

On Tubular bridges, by Mr. Brunel.

On the effects of different grades upon the econ-
omical worklr:ﬁcoftanways, y Mr. J. O. Brown.

Amongst others promised and in preparation,
are—

A paper upon Concrete, as applied in founda.
tlompondcr water, by Mr. Cumberland.

On the cconomical application of native mate-
rials of construction, by Me, Thomas,

On the varietics of native timber with apecl-
mcas, by Me. J. 8. Dennis.

On the application of screw piles and moorings,
by Mr. Bruncl.

Yuur Committee recommend that so soun astbe
present sessfon shall have terminated; acuve mea-
sures be taken to determine a2 programme of the
pets to be read before the Institute, and of ats
gcncrg‘l,frocccdlngs during the session of 1853
and 1853,

‘The Chalrman, then faid, had the philosopher
who firet uttered the aphorisi about big buuks,
applicd his remark to long specches, [ fancy a still
more universal assent of mankind would have
immortalized s wisdum. Idov not rise now to
inflict that * great eril’ upon you , but as occupy-
ing, unworthily, this cvening, in the absence of
our President, the Chair which I caruestly desire
to sce hereafter filled by somne gentleman of far
superior claims; ft sceins impossible to allow the
Annual Mecting of this Institute, especially when
it is the first Annual Mccting held under our re-
cently-acquired Charter, tu pass, without offeriog
some remarks in relat?n 1o the report which has
just been read, and to the present and future pros-
pects of the Inwtitute. Indeed, if the customn of
those sacicties in whose steps we hope 0 follow,
had not prescribad this vonrse, the presence of the
many visitors we have the pleasure of seeing here
to-night, would have made the temptation jrresis-
tible to take this opportunity of aking better
known what this Suciety is, and what it aspires
to become. Here I cannot do better than quote the
exact wonir of the Act of fncorporation - ** A So.
ciety fcr the encouragement and general advaocee-
ment of the Physical Sciences, the Arts and the
Manufactures in this part of our duminions, and
more particularly for lgrumoting the acquisiion
of those branches of Knowledge which are con-
nected with the professtons of Surveying, Engi-
neenng, and Architecture, being the Arts of open-
ing up the wilderness and prepanng the cunntry
for the pursuits of the Agriculturist, of adjusting
with accuracy the boundaries of Properties, of
improving and adorning ourcities and the habita-
tions of our fellow subjects, and otherwise smooth-
ing the path of civilization, and also being the Asts
of directing the great resources of power in Nature
for the use and convenience of man as the means
of production and of traffic both fur external and
internal trade, and materially advancing the de-
veopement of the Resources and Commerce of
the Country ; and have commenced the formation
of a Museum for cullections of Models and draw-
ings of Machines and Constructions, New inven-

_lions.nd Improveneats, Geologieal and Minera~

logical Specimens, and whatever may be calca-
lated, either as Natural Pridductions or Specimens
of Art, tv moie the pur of Scicnce and
the genzeal interess of nociety It is to be re.
tied, 1 think, that general Literature s rather
mplied than expressed, in the enumetation of
Yeets whoee cultivation, it is hoped to enoour.
*g, by the powers conferred by this Charter It
as posaibly considered, that ~ven as the " king
himsell i nerved by the fiekd,” so must every
special Aepartment of knowledge decive its su
pott from this whick is the common parent of all.
At all cvente, since no one Now csicerss it a
“kind of dichonour unto Icarning to descend to
enquiry or meditation upon matters mechsnicsl,”
20 necither (to borrow anuther quutation from the
rame author,) docs any one now doubt that the
men, (and we have such among us,) who could
obey the counsel of the alchemisg, “ to scll thele
3‘6’3 'ift?:-‘r‘?l bgtlrlﬂ’ll{: ?s‘!..m'}'i'.-‘"llﬂ?c’h“»ﬂ".?.‘..".;
sand telying nupon Vwlean,” are on that account
unwilling, unworthy, or indis . W listen to
those of other tastes and other habjts, when they
offer them the frult of their studies,  Buch then,
is the characicr and the ambition of the Cana-
dian Institute. It aspires, asthe Report just read
infurma us, to supply to Upper Canada, the place
of those aocioties, which every othei  civilized
country posscases under the deoominations of
literary, or philosophical, or professional socicties
or academies, or whatever title they may prefer,
W cxpress ends which are essentially the same in
all; but it aims todo this malcﬂl( and gradually,
availing itscif first, and principally, of thore cle-
ments which offer themaclves -ponuncoml{: in
the progress of the country. Ducs any onc here
question that this populous Pruvince, with its
skilled and learned  professions, its universitics,
ity halls of education, poxscsses the intellectual
resources upon which such a thing can be based,
ov belicve that, pussessing them, there is not
spirit, encrgy of unanimity to turn those advan.
tages to account] 1 cannatthink so. Itissurely
time that what the sistee capitals, Quebecand
Montreal, have now possessad fur many years
shonld come into being here  That there should
be in Upper Canada, a centre to which the trea-
sures of experience, olwervation and discovery, of
this generation should naturally flow - at which
asin a fucus, the attainments of her most giﬂcJ
sons, tnay, by dcfrccs. be brought to bear on ob-
jects of universal intere<t, and by whose cxamyle
and inllucace thuse pursuils may be cncouraged,
which extend the bounds of human knowledge,
while they promote, in & high degree, the bappi-
ness of afl who tollow them. It 1s the distinctive
character of thie Institute, and in my opinjon, the
best pledge fur its healthy and vigoruus progress,
that 1ts commencement has been cmlncnll{ grac’
tical. The gentlemen whn founded it, satisted a
want of their own before they extended tbeir
thoughts to a provision for a public want, and for
wiority. 1 may refer to the second cinwse of the
th sevtion of the bye-laws, for the best proofl
which can be given of the spirit in which it has
been furmed  'To disdain the day of small things,
—to reject the seed pearls that are withic our
reach, brcanse the pearls of price lie deeper than
we can yet dive for them.—this 13 no design of the
founders of this association, oeither is it 1ntended
that the papers read here shall be laid 3' in
the Secretary's desk, to be publushed in the Greek
Calends, but on the contrary, by timely publica-
tion, to secure to 3l the mcembers, absent ufrn::-
e:t, their share of instruction, their interest iu its
proceelings, and to the authors of Btpcn, that
pleasure, which like the charms of Desdemona,
“age cannot wither, or cuziom stals” of seeing
them in print assoon as possible. Every year
the plough is obliterating the last traces of our
aecrasors upon this suil.  Every year the aze
low some invaioable witness to the ages which
bave elapsed since populous villages of another
race were scaltered farand wide through our now
lifeless forests. We are fast forgetting that the
bygoae ages even of the pew world were filled
by living men, and fust losiog by negitst, all




