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that he had broken his heart, relating to
Lim at the same time that they had found
in his private journal under date of April
B 1820: ¢ wday was horn to me a -un.f
the ehild of my old age," followed by a most |
beautiful eonseeration of him to God, bes
seeching the  Almighty that above all'
things he might he holy,

James MeMaster's character was deeply
tinged with welancholy even as a little |
child, owing ta the sternness of the Preshy
terian creed,  He was so impressed by the
doctrine of predestination —misinterpreted
by many of this seet —that on one oeeasion, |
about the age of six, he left his sisters and
little companions with whom he was plays |
ing and ranning into an adjoining rommn |
threw himself on the hed and eried bitterly, |
On heing pressed to make Known the cause |
of his grief, he told them he was thinking |
of the thae when they would all he happy
fogether in heaven, and he would e lost
forever, On his fitth hirthday his father |
presented bim with a Latin grammar, and i
it the age of eight hie began the study of
Greek, When he was ten years old he was
making earnest studies in both these lan- |
gunges, under the direetion of his father
and with the assistane s of his sister Helen,
then fifteen, win, in addition to the aboy
was studying Freneh, Hebrew and Sanserit,

Several years later James A, MeMaster's
youthful heart was stirred with the am-
hition to rival Hersehiel, whose fame was |
spread abroad at that time, He accordingly
plunged deeply into astronomy, but soon
turned from it in disgust. It was not in
keeping with his nature and the yearning
of his soul for truth, .\ scienee founded on
supposition could not  satisfy him. His
motto for the Froman's Jowrnal in after
years, * Vepitus libecabit vos ' ~The truth
will make you free wits but the echo of
his whole life.  He was as a eaptive hound
in fetters, until he econcentrated the whole
toree of his great mind and heart on the at-
tainment of the knowledge of Him who not
only eontains within Him all trath, but is
Himself the eternal and unchangeable
truth,

The following incident shows the exten-
sive knowledge he possessed of the Sacred |
Seriptures. When somewhere about the
age of twelve he hoasted one day to his
sister Helen, in boylike fashion, that there
Wils ot a passage worth quoting in the |
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whole of Shakespeare's works that Le conld
not tell her the place where it helonged,
the Act and Seene: and that he could open
the volume with his eyes shut and put his
finger on the page. She reproved him
energetically, saying: * Ut is a shame that
itis not the Bible you know so well.”  But
he rejoined: *There is not a passage in

s the Bible from eover to cover that you ean

quote to me that Teanuot tell you whenee,
what hook and chapter, it is taken.'  She
secordingly put him o the test, and he

feame off vietorious,  Later on he read

Seott’s Waverley novels by the page, (as he

cealled Qe that is, without pansing tor ree

tleetion, and yet he never forgot them, e
ecould also recite from memnry page after
page of poetry after one reading,

slled in playing ehess and riding
<o Dt eared Jittle for the other

ysports of youth,  He was a liard student,

and for some time previous to his entranes
into Paion College in bis seventesnth year
cmployed frequently eighteen hours a day
in study.

The strongth of is eharacter at that
period is shown by the tollowing:  He
sometimes regretted that he had never hoen
sachoy. He studied Latin and Greek when
other ehildren were learning the alphiahet,
At the age of ten he had begun to read
Xenophon in the oviginal,  And, when he
entered Union Colloge he was more fitted
to teach than to study,  Among the stu-
dents of the eollege there was one who, in
order to pay for his own edueation, taught
aeountry school in the neighborhond, He
fell siek and was very much distressed,
fearing the loss of his position,  James Mes
Master, touched with pity, supplied his
place for several weeks antil his recowvery,
The sehool was eomposed of big burly tare-
ers’ sons, many of them over twenty years
of age.  Hearing of the change they did

. not appreciate having this * fine youngstor*

MeMaster who was very nies in his dress
at that period) coming to lord it over them,
They accordingly planned among thems
selves that several of the strongest of them
would flog him and then put him out of the

| window. By some means the new teacher

hecame aware of the plot, On entering the

| school-room — the  first  morning,  he
| quietly walked up to  the teacher's

desk, laid his  revolver upon it and
began: ** 1 hear there is a plot among yon




