THE GOSPETL TRIBUNE.

143

1

Head, the Iloly Scriptures as our rule, ‘and love as the
bond of union, uniting all our members in oue budy,
of which Christ is the lead.

The principles adopted by the Evangelical Alliance,
of which you have given your readers a copy in the

cach of these names, partizanship soon made its ap-
penrance ; so that even at this early stage of their
existence, they are seldom if ever viewed in any
other light than as sects, and often, apparcntly, as
fully if not more deserving of the name than any

last Z'rilune, sound and good as they are, have
caused a diversity of opinion, and clearly show that
they will never gain the end which we have in view.
If ever all evangelical christians are united in one
communion, I verily believe it will be upon the three
principles I have named, und by adopting a name
free from all sectarian bias. Tue teve CaTiovic
Cunistiaxy Cnuncy is the best I can think of.  7rue,
because founded on the word of God—Cutholie, uni-
versal, not gectarian—C%ristian, followers of Christ
‘our Lord and Master. By setting up separate com-
munions, from which many as good as themselves
are excluded, some well meaning Christinns are un-
consciously disobeying the commands of Christ, who
expressly desired that all his followers should be one,

Anothber great error, into which some sections ot
the church have fallen, is their becoming the follow-
ers of men instead of Christ.  The will of our Lord
is, that we call no man JMuster on carth; and yet this
is daily done by many of his professed followers.
Thetwo evils T have noticed, namely,sectarianisin and
man worship, I belicve to be great hindrances to the
progress of the gospel, and one great reason why the
Spirit of God does not operate more powertully,
cither upon the churches at home, or missionary sta-
tions abroad.

I bave still much to sny on these subjects, but Idis-
like long articles myself, and so, 1baveno duubt, do
many of your readers. 1 shall be glad to hicar more of
your own mind on the important subjects Lhave thus
brought before you.

Yours respectfully,
N W. B.
20th. August, 18355.

REMARKS.

The interest manifested by the venerable author of
the foregoing letter, in relation to the cause of Chris-
tian Union, is well calculated to stimulate younger
1inisters to increased activity ar2 zeal in seeking its
promotion. Conscious of being profited by his caz-
ncstness, the conductor of the Zribune would shrink
from controverting the opinions of one so much his
senior, were it not for the open frankucess of wanner
in which it is solicited.

It is intimated that a union organization might
now be ushered into existence, less influcnced by
sectarian views aund feelings, aud less clogged with a
scctarian name than has ever been the cuse hereto-
fore.

But it may well be asked, what name could beless
sectarian than ¢ Brethren'— Dusciples”—-* Chris-
tians” 2 And who could be more free from scctarian
vicws and feclings than the founders of these respec-

of their predecessors. In view of making still ano-
ther eflort to secure Christinn union by a new
ganization, it is proposed to call it % Zhe Prue Catho-
lic Christian Church,” overloohing the fact thut thou-
sands of devoted Christinns consider it very wrung
to call an incorporation of churches a church under
any circumstances, contending strenuously that such
an use of the term church is grossly unscriptural, in-
asmuch as it is never used by the sacred writers in
the singular, except when cither speaking of a parti-
cular company of believers wont to assemble in one
place, or when referring to the body of Christ, the
church of the living God; the plural being invariably
usced in every other case, as,  the churches of Asia”,
&c.  The new name proposed, is therefore not so good
a5 sowe that have been already tried, and which bavo
ncvertheless utterly failed to preserve the communities
adopting them from becoming sccts  Indeed, it may
now be safely assumed, thatitis quite impossible for
any church organization to adopt a name that could
in any degree diminish the certainty of its becoming
a sect.  So clearly apparent is this fact, that some
churches are now trying the experiment of doing
without a name~—they have been trying for years,
but, as might be expected, the longer they try the
more diflicult it becomes.  When a child is first born,
it can do for sume time without a name, but when it
begins to act outside the sphere of babyhoed, its
aclions necessarily become more and more intermixed
with the doings of others, who will on that account
have occasion to speak of it more and more frequent-
ly, so that the necessity of the new actor’s having a
short and specific name of easy utterance, will bo
ever increasingly felt till it can be no longer dix-
pensed with; and then, unless the parents furnish
their offspring with a name suited to their tuste, tho
public will furnish one suited to its own taste, which
will probably be expressive of some defect instead of
suggestive of some excellency; and hence it is much
10 be regretted that the necessity of bestowing a
name should ever be thrown upoa the public. And
tie conclusion may be considered perfectly warranted,
that it is not in the power of a name or the want of
a name (o prevent & cliristinu organization, if it lives
and prospers, from becoming a sect; aad hence that
it 1s the duty of every Christian who would promote
union, to seck it not by eatering into new organiza-
tions, but by liberalizing and uriting those already

cxisting. 1f wrong in these conclusions, the light
which will make the wrong manifest is most eurnestly
desired. A communication from W. B. on this sub-
ject, although four times the length of his last, will
not be considered too long for imsertion in the Z7i-
bune. The subjectwell deserves o careful cxamination.

tive sects? As numbers, however, rallicd around



