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previous rcsi(leilce in Eromanga inay
prove boneticial in tho investigation of
the inatter ; and 1 arn not very sure,
but 1 arn personîally acquairited Nvitli the
perîletratols of thu deed. Boe that ns it
inay, 1i hope %ve îuay sc themi broughit
to ju8tice, as aur sat'ety on Tana,
hunuinly tspeakiing, is dependeîît uipon
the sptiedy excQution of*jnistic bath upon
the Aneiteumcse and Eroiinangans.' 1
believe tlîat wvo wotild have beeîî burned
out eof house nnd homno long ago nt both
station,;, did flot our natives know that
tho nian who burnL the Church on
Aneiteum was in iror.s, and was to bo
severely punished fur %vhat hie lmd donc,
and they flot only glory in whiat the
Erromangans have donc, but say that
by and by they wvili commit a siinilar
decd.

Thero bas not been a in-of-war in
the6e s* ai for twe years, and our natives
are bt-innin-, to for-et sorne otf the
salutary leszions w'hlich such vsels tire
calcuhîteul to tearch, especially in cases
wlieiroju-su ice is judictously affminstercd.

l>uring the past monili -,o havé, lîad
muchi b ss encouîragemaent than in tho
prececding inonth. There lias been a
slight lliîing off both ia our Sabbathi
day and &5hool atteuîdance. About tho
middle of April, when thie exeitemuent
caused by the sickîîeès liad in a geod
degreu subqided, we again erîdeavored to
get up a :school. 11aving no Eohool
bouse in wbichi te meet, we usod to open
our duors in tho aftcrnoon, and nicet
withi nny persons who would attend.
Some days wve used te have somne twelve
or fiftecti, on athier days but one or two.
'The flrst six %veeks ouir daily male atten-
dance aeraged five, the Iast imonth only
four. ffipulcec and tivo other men hiad
nxaetered .the alphabet, and two boys
are gropzngc tlîeir w'ay through two
syllables, but tlîcir attendance iii E0
irreular, that we almost despair af ever
seoino, thern niako any further pregress.
]3iavia, ene of the men %Yho lias manster-
ed thu alphabet, was amnong the fir6t
who came about us on our flrst arriva[
at this Lland. During the five or six
monthas whichi we tien spent bore, hie
learned ail the letter.,, and n.hlen we
were obliged te beave, ho %vas making an
attenipt, tho' a very sud one, te wvend
bis way tlîroughi muenesyllables. On
our return Nwe flùund tîmat ho had forgeot-
ten every letter but 1. Hoe was net
however in the least discoura,ý,cd, but
§et aLout aguin in good earnest, and by

the timoe ic mcîms liroke out lic knoiw
Centm aIl ; but asý euir Mis-sionary opera-
tiens wcro ail suspemdek dumring" the tume
eof the opidenic, lie again furgot every
letter.

In April hoe mado anetiier attempt,
and was iîpparently iioro tluan ever
anxious to l.earn te rend. 1 torik every
possible pains witli hîîni, and had t'undly
lioped that %vc shouîld ini koniettbin--
sviLlx the tluiru effort, but ne o sea 10n
rs hoe haid lierfctly iuiastererl the~ allpha-
bet, I saw nothîiig more et' hini for
soveral days, and iva beth amnused and
grieved at heing. told that hie lind gat
eneuîgli of the bcuok foir (,ne tiine-that
lie did net k-now it' it wvas good to takzo
teeo rnuci eof it at once, and thiat hoe
%vould hold on a bit, until somne ane
stheuldmrake equ.tl rogress,. Oumrchiot'
ivill net attend, axud otir-cunmuon peeple
dare not, indeed tlîny are afraid eof
knowving miore than tlîcir chiefs ; uund ns
ignorance L3 the iothier of devotion in
Tana, the less a poison knowe the botter
cluild lie is in tlic estimuation of clie
niother.

Wo generally spond a portion eof every
afternoon in instructing thuosu ývlo cornu
about us iuet tie iîuch in teaeluiîg them,
the lotters, or instructing thcua ta %vrito
on their siates, as ir asking and exp!aiiî-
irg<-simple questi<ns-eauty passageQout
Scripture, &c. Our first and t'rincipal
ohject being te irubtil into tbeir ininde
somo correct idea of Ciod-ot' sin-its
nature and coneequcnes-of heaven-
bell, &o. Blut the brcaking up of the
fallow ground, and preparing it fur the
reception et' the geod eeed, is a work,
for Nvhieh ne mîan is sufficienc, and its
difficulty cannot bc adequatoly coeciv-
ed until you try ta operate upaît a
lieathen heart.

During the fermer part et' the montii
we %vere busily engaged at tho CbuLrehI,
geL up the friume, and the rooft partly
covered in, w-hen Nvar again broke eut,
and aur nativesw~ere ail in such a statu
of terrer and exciteunent, that notîig
could ho dune. 'fimere has not been
sncb a w-ar la Tana sirce ive calme- liore.
I arei net aware et' oe man or wvaiiafl
on this side et' Yue IsIaurtd, w-be w-at net
cngaged in it. Whien meon go ta w-ar
licre, tlîe wamen go ta cook for thora,
and te carry hiomot wiiatever property
the mea inay plunder. Kapukee w~ent
nt thle lîcad of LjIe people iii this and the
neighibeuring villages, and I arese at thu
hicad af bis party. crnseqlueuithy al
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