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tails of structure. Unfortunately many naturalists are deficient
in tbis. Ilence lbey regardl a good natural genus sucb as a mind
like tl'at of Linnoeus could found, not as one, but as several ; tlîeir
nienial vi-ion îîot enabling tlîrni to sec the whole of it at once,
thotigh îhiey can sec littie trifling distinctions. They break it up,
attatvh names to the fraýg-ents, .1n1d belkeve ilieiselves discriîni-
natingy iinterpreters of niature, iîrail the discovery of a feov more
Species or the glaime of somne hi-,her initellect throws the %vhole
again into mne, and noting remaîns except a, shoal of obsolete
synonymies, awailist 'vhich vouing stndlelts mlay wreck tlîem'clves.
We could fill our pages 'vith inistances, but it is botter flot to enter
into particulars. The subjeet is, lîowever, so important to the
progress, ami especially to the diffusion of science, that it deîinands

t e.tan eflergetic protest aga inst the genuis-niakers as a 1bodY.
\Ve are gla<l to sec iii soine gyood inodlem text books, as in Wood-
naid's 'Mollusca, inany useles geitera restored to thecir proper
places.

0. Spccies.-In timis inost important dIepartmnt of the subjeet
a large nuniber of naturalists wi 11 at once join issue wvith -Agassiz;
andl wc think that the interests of truth demand a, careftil sifting
of the views put fort!>, not only iii the !lîort section undler ihis
lieadl, but also in thie introdiîctory chapters. The general dlefini-
tion, which ive have alreadly qiioted, is so vaguert(. in ils terns that
it hiardly serves to give the autho>s view. The 'Irelations of in-
dividuals to eacli other" niay, for instanc, ncan uc oiel r very
littie.; and on thîe fisterpretation of tbis ex\pre-ssion biangs the
wls oie question boere in dispute between Aga.ssiz andl other ilatural-
ists. The precise view intend-d to be couveyed inay perhaps be,
best gatheredl front thte followi'hî passages

Thec species is an ideal entity, as inuni as flhe genus, thie faini-
13', the order, the class, or the type; it con:inues to exist, while
ils represintatives (lie, generation afier greneration. But these
represeîîlativcs ýIo rot siniply repreqent what is speccific in the
indIividual, iliey exhihit and r-epmiodutce ia the saine manner,
generationi afier genceration, aIl that is generic i lein, aIl iliat
cha'-arterises flie fainily, the or'îler-, thc nlais*, the brandi, 'vith the
saine filliess,, tlie saine colustancvýl, Ixe sainle precision. Species
thon exist. la nature in the sainie inanner as my oilher 'groups,
thvyarc. quite as ideal in their mode of existence as gene>:>, fami-
lies, etc., or quite as re-al. But indfividluls truly exist ini a dliffer-
Cnt Nvay; no one of tbemn exiîibits zit one time ail thc character-
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