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that the idol-worship of the Buddhist, and the pricst-worship
of the Roman Catholic were but different forms tending to
the samc end. »

My musing or amusement on rcading these words was to
conjecture at what rites Mr. Sullivan had been present ; and
to think how little the good celebrant of Mass could have sus-
pected, as he sat patiently with hands on knees, while the
Creed was being sung, and the people knelt at the /ncarnatus
est, that there was a peering British officer likening him to a
gilded idol of Vishnu or Siva. 1 found also somec amuscment
in the thought of Mr. Sullivan himsell, on his return from his
travels, being admitted to « grovelling prostration » before his
Majesty George 1V, of pious memory, and in wondering to
what purposc his worship of that « animate object » micht
have tended. Lastly, to use Mr. Sullivan’s phrase, « it could
not fail to strike me, » that if a pricst may be like an idol, a
British officer also, though he have feet that walk far and
wide, and a hand that writes books of travels, may have cyes
that sce not, cars that hear not, and a mind that understands
nothing.

Laying aside the Bungaloww and the Tent, 1 turned to Four-
teen Hundred Miles up the Orinoco. NMr. Sullivan travelled
East, Mr. IY. [1. Robinson, West, but they both carried with
their Protestant spectacles, through which to study the man-
ners of the world. My eyes soon fell on the following page,
which [ also transferred as a curiosity to my pocket-book. « 1
must confess that 1T coukd never obtain a perfect conception
of the conduct of the Padre to a dying person till [ had ac-
tually witnessed it. There is a formal procession of the Padre
and a few of his satellites towards the house in which the un-
fortunate person, supposed to be dying, lies. The ceremony
gencrally takes place in the dead of the night, and as they
approach to the house, there are placed, at intervals of consi-
derable distance, from six to ten or twelve lanterns with light-
ed tapers, some persons carrying images of Christ on the
Cross, some the llost,* or other emblems of their religion.

* Note, dear Catholic reader, a some the Host » ! Tt is a master-stroke.



