
TH E CANADA FARMEJR.

etrong enoughs te flaat an egg; skim off small
grains that corne te the top; dry in gypsum,
and sow.

I'mu going te thrash next woek. l'n going
te have a separator that is the " bully"
about herc, and a ton horst-power that isn't
as god as a five-horse donkey engine.

This horse.pDwer thrashng is a disgrace
to Canada. A good engine and separator,
such as they use in England, should do twice
the amount of wor'c in the day, and would
assuredly miake a far cleaner job of it thian
any two of our present Canadian travelling
separators. HIere is the way it has been
with nie : Machine runs for twenty minutes,
bang goes a belt; stop the horses; start
agan, smash goes sonething; stop again, and
off to the machine shop. And then I an ex-
pected te pay then se much a bushel for
thrashing, keep a lot of extra hands sitting
in all sorts of comfortable attitudes abont the
mow, and feed then like fighting cocks as
long as it pleases them to renain sinashing
dowin in ny barn. Thrashing is a nuisance.
As soon as any fariner can afford it, ho should
buy a stean-power, and have a stationary
separator in the barn.

If yo express yourself interested iii the
doings of mîy fari, I shall be happy te write
yo again ; in the meantine soliciting criti-
cismn and kind advice on the part of tie C--
NADA FAni and its numerous readers.

I cannot leave you without expressing
the gratitude that I feel for the rain we had
to-day. Not only an I grateful for the rain
as rain, but 1, being out of wood, got a lot
up, and I expect to spend some time te come
without ever hearing the word "firewood"
utteredi in the bouse.

AN OLD COUNTRYMAN.
Sept. 16, 1S71.

Xusic for the Farm.
To the Edior.

Si,-I am a farier's daughiter, and one
that reads your paper, and an especially in-
terested iii that part that gives us somte hope
that our long.clerislied wish for a piano will
att last be realized and fulfiId. We are
quite willing to work and do all that ve can
to make hone what it ouglt te be, naiely,
a happy place for our fathers, nothers,
brotlhe s andi sisters, and, as we sonctimîes
hopc, in future for soe oe else; bat we iust
and do feel the absoltte necessity of soei-
thinig more te raise the standard of our
homes. Music, above all, is wanted. If we
can eompass the piano, we can manage a
teacher and the music, and then sec what
delightful dances we eau have. I confess I
do love dancing and music, and there is no
harim in it aiter all. City people dance often
enougli in the vinter, and do yo think we
farmîers' dauglters do not love is as well as
city girls do? Your delightful correspondent
C. seens te undorstand the farmer's nature
botter. I wish lie was here n1ow te tell us
all about the pianio-wlhere to get one, how
-we are to pay for it, and above all, how we

are to be sure ve are net going to be cheated
in buying somte rubbishy Yankee article. We
bought soine Anerican apple trees, and they
al turned out bad fruit, and father would
net buîy anything imade in the States that ho
could buy iii Canada.

By giving this an insertion you will serve
the cause of

A MADOC FARMER'S DAUGIHTER.

SILvEn BET SEEDi.-Eiquirers on tlis
subject arc informied that though the plant
produces an enormous quantity of seed, we
have appropriatcd to it but a smnall plot of
land. Tie soed is not yet ready for distribu-
tion, and indeed as it cannot be sown before
next spring it wvill probably not be distri-
buted before the begining of the year.

Wim Os.-The specimen of oats sent
fron East Wawanosh is a panicle of that
nost troublesome of aill farn weeds, "wild
oats." Our correspondent cannot bo too
careful to avoid diseeininating the pest.

IN':erso\BrRoor Lr:.vEs-"Sarawak"
conl:ains of insects eating the leaves of
his beets. The leaves of the beet root are
oft'n slightly affected by somte insect that
eats holes in thein; but hitherto, sn far as we
are aware, the injury has nlever been fult,
and ne enquiries have been necessary. Con-
tinental growers of beet sugar nevernmention,
and do not scem to fear, any insect enemy as
affecting that crop, and we trust that Canada
wiill not bo the first country iii the world te
produce a bet root destroyer. We both
hope and believe that the destruction of our
correspondent's beets lias been by some acci-
dental interloping inscot, who is as much a
stranger to the root as we are strangers to
the insect as a beet eater, and that it will
amount to nothing.

TORONTO , CANADA, oCT. 1é, 1871.

The Bountiful Harvest of 1871.

The crops of the present season are now so
far saveId, and the results ascertaincd, that
the harvcst may safely be pronouiced the
inost plentifil that lias blessed the labours of
the husbandan iii Canada during the last
ten years, if net for a longer period.

Fall wheat averages, over a large extent of
counitry, more than double vhat it has done
for many years past. Peas and oats have
licou a noble crop, and barley lias yieldod
well. Every grain has given a rich return
for the labour bestowed on it. Farmers re-
gard this as a sign of returning prosperity,
and they have taken advantage of it by
doubling the breadth of wheat sown this
fall, and naking preparations for more than
usuially extended spring operations.

To what is all this te be attributed?
Doubtless, iii the first place, te the goodness
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of an over-ruling Providence, which lias sont
us such a season, that even Canadian bad
farining lias nt been able te kcep the pro-
duce of the soil down to its usuual average, or
prevent our barns froin overflowinîg. But it
is to b doubted whether our agricuilturists
deserve any crclit whatevcr for this un-
wonted'prosperity. The great mass of Cana-
dian farmers have farmed as badly as usual.
The land is ne botter drained ; noc more than
tie usual quantity of green crops have been
raised ; the weeds are in as great inîuber and
rife as over; and, taken as a whole, the seed
lias been ne botter than in former years.
We can, thorefore, take no crodit for
our success; but neverthieless a great lesson
is to bo learned fron it. IVe have been in
the habit of saying that tue seed is "run
out." The present seaon sliows us to the
contrary; for not only have the iew sorts of
seed yielded well, but the old sorts aise.
Thiat excuse, therefore, fails ui. Vc have
blamed the land ; but the land is no botter
this year thian Ist, and yet the crops are ex-
cellent. Our second great excuse is clearly
not available.

We nay therefore conclude that the fault
has been in great neasure our ow. We
have all seen,and we sec every day, that some
farmiers' crops are better than others. This
year's crops, however, do not show the usual
diflerence. Good farmîing lias not produced
a correspondingly botter crop, while bad
farming has produced far more than it de.
served. Let us net, however, allow our-
selves to become nogligent or careless on this
account. For after all, the good fariner and
a sound systeml of agriculture can command
* paying crop, and generally a good one, and
itis aconstant seriesof moderatosuccesses that
ensures the farner's fortune and independ-
once. We must do more for the land by
mnanuring anîd deep cuLture; we must induce
extra fertility; and by drainage and well
chosen erops ve may contrive or mnake our-
selves, as it were, masters of the scasont.

More intelligence must bo thrown into the
work of the faruer, and his every-day life-
more industry of mind, for we fuilly allow
that there is pleity of industry of body, per-
haps even too muîch, for a wcary body makes
a sluggishî mind. Our farners as a class
misust read, study, and becomîe well informned.
Educating tlhe mind on any subject opons tie
door to knowledgc oni mîany more.

We sec arond us nitters that used to be
considered entirely out of humsan control,
now brought within the conprehension of
all ; and so will it be witlh agriculture for
those who study, and keep up with the pro-
gress of the time. Fornerly all we thought
of doing in epidemics, cither of man or beast,
vas te oppose a hardencd front to fate, and

subint blindly te ivhat was supposed to be a
special judgnent of ieaven. Now science
and modern liglts show us that all these
several plagues have their causes, by avoid-
ing which we may escape the effect. Till
very lately we could form no reliable prog.
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