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Quite coarse and apparestly unpromising materials may
be converted into finely pulverized fertilizers by means of
some fermentation, and working over after rotting together
for some months. In this conueotion, and for illustration, the
mode by which fine manure is sometimes made for the nicer
gardening operatione, may bo alluded to. The various coarse
and fibrous matters, or common manure, 1s alternated in
layers with road dust, turf, leaves, &c., and made into a
square heap. A depression is made in the top in the form of
a shallow kettle, to receive slops or liquid manure. The heap
should be kept moist by the supply in this rescrvoir, but not
so wet that the air cannot penetrate it to promote fermenta-
tioa. In the course of a few months the heap will be ready
to work over In large quantities, this manure will be a
capital thing for top dressing the ground when sowing winter
wheat; on a small scale and finely pulverized with 2 due
amount of sand, it will answer well for window-gardening.

Country Gentleman.

Killing Daisies and Thistles.

Eps. CounTRY GENTLEMAN—DMany farmers fail to find
time to pull thistles and mustard in graiv, and white and
yellow daisics in meadows. Where grain-neids are fall of
thistles, or yellow with mustard, the grain must be destroyed
if an attempt is made to remove these weeds by hand. Such
fields ought never to have been sowed to grain, as no-more
than an uoprofitable balf'crop caz be expected—often not
that. Fields that are overrun with weeds should be thoroughly
summer fallowed, not simply plowed once after spring work
and before haying, and the weeds allowed to run to seed du-
ring the rest of the season, but plowed well at least a half
dozen times, commencing in ecarly spring and extending until
late fall, with the pulverizer kept at work in the iatervals
between plowings. The farmer who does this work - conscien-
tiously will bo most agreeably surprised as the good results
accomplished in a single season. Although land may be full
of weeds, seeds germinato and are destroyed by subsequent cul-
tivation. Land cannot be cleaned while foul seeds lie dor-
mant in the soil. There are fields which have comparatively
little of mustard or thistles, and these should be removed by
hand before they ripen their seeds. Thistles and mustaid,
both, mature faster than grain, and can be removed early
coough in the scason, 50 thut the work will not materially in
jare the grain. This work should be attended to at once.

This is the time when the meadows should be search-
ed for white and yellow daisies. Unless they bave blossom-
ed, it will require a close search to discover all the daisies.
If the grass is light, it is morc convenient to wait antil the
daisies are in blossom, as it is then much casier to get them
all. It is somewhat difficult to go over a meadow that will
cat from two or three tons of grass per acre, and make a
clean job of pulling daisies, unless they are in blossom, and
cven then, such rank grassis qaite apt to hide the daisies.
Tbe proper method is for 3 man to take a sharp boe and a
basket, using the hoe to cut up the daisies, roots and all, and
putting them into the basket to carry them from the field.
Unaccount of the difficulty of finding the plants in the grass,
it is advisable to go over the meadows twice, at an interval
of a week or ten days. If the deisics are pulled and thrown
down in the grass,the chances are that, sheltered by the grass,
they will take root and ripen their socds, Tt also a good plan
when operating the mower to stop and dig up any daisics
which escaped the first ¢xamination, and in such a case it is
advisable to burn them, 25 the seeds are apt to be well matar-
ed. There is a very usefol implement manufactured for the
cxpress purpose of digging daisies. It is similar to a hoe, ex-
cept the edge is notched into soveral gharp tecth, which
makes it much more efficient than an ordinary hoe.

It is a very %?od pisn to mow & meadow carly, if it is in
any way foul. To say nothing of the quality of hay made
from an early outting, it certainly is worth while to out the
weeds carly enough tv provent their ripening the seeds. 1
also sugpest that *7 1t is suspeoted that any manurc on the
farm is wade from hay or grain containing foul sceds, it isa
good practico to pile it up for six or cight months before
using it. Such a course will be very apt to prevent the germ.
ination of foul sceds. Daisies rarely grow in grain, and
mustard just as rarely in meadows. A leavy crop of clover
is sure death to daisies. They seem to be smothered by the
ranker growth of clover, and fail to mature their sceds. In a
field wherce there is a growth of daisies, a generous use of
fertilizers, especially of barnyard manure, and keeping the
field seeded to clover, using an extra quantity of seed for
this purpose, and breaking up cvery two years, cultivating
for a while and again sceding to clover thickly, will finally
eradicate the daisies. F. K. MoRELAND.

St. Lawrence Counnty, N. Y.

Management of Poultry Manure.

Eps. CountrY GENTLEMAN—A subsoriber to your paper
writes me a private note asking what I comsider tho best
method of preserving and preparing poultry manure for use,
This is a matier of general interest, and I beg space enough
to reply to this question in this way :

Poultry manure is the most valuable of our home-made
fertilizers : but, like all other manures, it is not becauso it
is made by fowls that it is so valuable, but because ot the
peculiarly rich feeding of the fowls. This should not be for-
gotten in regard to all kinds of manure, because we can makeo
them rich or poor as we feed the animals well or ill. Poaltry
manure of the ordinary kind is more or less valuable, accor-
ding to its condition, as is shown here : There are in 1,000
pounds of hen manure 560 pounds of water,16.3 of pitrogen,
8.5 of potash, and 15.4 of phosphorio acid. In 1,060 pounds
of guano there are 148 pounds of water, 130 of nitrogen, 23
of potash, and 130 of phosphoric acid. ) .

But if we get rid of the cxcess of water in the poultry
manure, we nearly double its propertionate value, and bring
it eo much nearer in quality to guano. Again, gnano is reda-
ced by decomposition to a very soluble condition, and its
actual value is Inoreased because of the immediate availability
of its clements. If we can, then, so mrepare ben manure as
to make its poteutial value available at once, we further add
to its actual value, and bring it still nearer in comgparison to
the value of the standard fertilizer gnano, Now this we can
do, as suggested by my correspondent, by preparation. But
this preparation must be such as will not waste any volatile
element, which may be sct loose in the decomposition, and
that yet will produce the required decomposition, I have sta-
died aud experimented over this matter, and think I have
got this mapure in its most available condition, because I
have increased its solubility four times above that of its fresh
condition. Farther, I have added to its fertjlizing value by
adding to the fced of my fowls bran and crushed fresh raw
bones, which they consume with avidity, and with the best
results as regards their bealth, production of eggs, and the
certainiy of hatching and producing stropg chicks, But these
arc mentioned only by the way. Io testing poultry manure
with cora and melons, compared with stable manure and
guaio, I find a_large havdful of the former to be equal in
every way to a heaping shoveifai of the beat stable manure,
and a small haadfal (about onc-fourth as much) of guano.
The menare is prepared in  the following maoner : Every
week the droppings are scraped up from the floor, which s
of ecarth, and put into barrels and kept ready. The floor is
then well dusted all over with earth dug from the yard out-



