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ir Mexico, was liauled down, and
Mexico becanie independent.

But the diffieulties of' the patriots
wvere by nîo means at an end. Trle
great leader, Iturbide, in about a
vear suececded in semuing for imn-
self the titie and authioritv of em-
peror. Juis attempt at imperialisin
ignomniniously failed, and in 1824
the Republie wvas proclainîed. Span-
islî influence reniaineci only as a
dîsturbing elemient, ever ready to
intrigue w ith aI I reaction ary parties
in favour of' inonarchy. Sauta Anna
ivas for over thirty years the fre-
quent disturber of the peace in
Mexico, inspîred partly by personal
ambition and partly 1;y ecericalism.
It ivas oiily gradually that the lib-
er-al party were taught by bitter
experience that establishied liberty
wvas an impossibility until ail alli-
ance betiveen the Republic and the
Clîurchi ivas ended. In 1857 the
absolu te fr-eedonz of r-eligion, was
proclainied, and also the nationali-
zation of $-'000,000 of property
lield by the Church and used to
thwart the prog-ress of the people to-
ivard an hionourable position îamnong
the fi-ce mations of die Ivoi-Id.

Througli several ye(aîs the issue
between the liberals and the clcr!-
cals 'vas fouglit out. But in Januar,
1861, the governniient of the great
liberal leader, ierilto Juarez, %vas
peýacefnlly establishied.

Juarez is the greatest figure of
Mexican history. 0f puî'ely native
descent, lie, is (lear to -Mexicains as
"loui' littie, Indian." \Vell educated,
a lawvyer by profession, inspired by
highi ideals of virtue and patriotism,
lie gave for many years ail his
energies to the best interests of bis
native land. Ili% was the liard lot
to represent the cause of Mexican
independlence during the sad years,
of the rasc;îily Fî'eneh,"intervention"
and the usurpation of Maxinîiilian.

The ostensible causes of Louis
Nap101olo's intervention wvere so0
frivolons, tlîat as soon as thev camie
to be tindcrsteod both England and

Spain indignantlY witlidrevr froîin
the enterprise into ;vhichi the French
einperor iiad enticed. them. Napo.
leon wvas anîbitious to enîulate bis
great predeeessor's career as a king-
niaker; to intervenie in a brilliant
and striking fashion in one of the
greatcst countries of Amierica, "as a
prospect whiceh dazzled. his mieani
soul; a fiî'm position in Mexico
inighit inake hiîn formidable even to
the United States; in bis own words,
«IMy objeet is to assure the prepon-
derance of France over the Latin
races, and to augment the influence
of those races in America." Almonte,
the ambassador, of the clevical party
in Mexico, misled Napoleon by bis
false assurances that MQxîco was
cgmonarchical to the coî'e," and that
the Republie. was niaintained only
by needy and unscrupulous adven-
turers.

The intervention ivas foi' the
moment a brilliant success. The
aî'ms 0f France bore down ail op-
position. That poor f001 Maximnilianii
of' uti becamie a puppet eînperor,
dependent upon Frenchi bayonets
and clerical favour. The Churcli
îvelcomed the usurpation as the
occasion of resunmiing ail bier lost
prerog1atives and abolishing ail re-
liglious freedorn. But evenMai
milian hiesitated. to go to the lengtbis
of tyra,.niy to wbich Utie Churcb,
f'rom tîme Pope downwvard, urged
him. At last, dcseî'tcd by the
F'rench bayonets, rnîstrusted by tbe
cleî'icals wboni bo liad in a, masure
disappointed, biated by the liberals
as a foreign usurper, unable to es-
cape, lie succunibed to biis fate.

His death and the insanity of his
unfortunate w'ife haive elicited a
world-ivide symupathy which 'vas
Iargely undeservcd. In his latest
days of tyl'anny lie had been cruel
in the extreme. The ,"black deer-ce "
of October, 1865, lîad doomued ill the
patriot leaders, soldiers, and syni-
pathizers to death as outlawed brig-
ands. Many pîisoners -nmen of
honourable rank, stainless naine,
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