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MEDICAL ATTENDANCE IN CONSTRUCTION 
CAMPS.

Reports from certain sections along the G.T.P. in
dicate the existence of an epidemic of typhoid fever. 
Every autumn the disease is more or less prevalent 
among the men in railway camps or other large con
struction works.

The outbreak of any infectious or contageous dis
ease in out-of-way places brings into the limelight the 
antiquated methods too frequently adopted by short
sighted contractors in dealing with men in times of sick
ness. The law allows the contractor to deduct from the 
men’s pay a limited fee, for which in return he must 
provide medical attendance, etc. Some contractors do 
better for their men than the law requires, but frequently 
it would be better for the men and more satisfactory to 
the contractor if the medical attendants on railway con
struction work, in lumber camps and large public works 
were under the control of the Provincial Board of 
Health. Every doctor on such work would then become 
an officer of the Board of Health. A regular inspection 
by such an official would reveal conditions 
that could be much improved with very little expense, 
and sickness would be prevented, the spread of disease 
checked, and the men would take more kindly to those 
engaged as camp doctors.

As it is now, men have a horror of the “contract 
doctor’s” hospital. No matter what is done, they look 
upon it as a money-making scheme, and when they take 
sick they make every effort to reach civilization rather 
than go to the hospital provided, and frequently, when 
they reach the outside world, they are a hopeless case, 
as far as the doctor is concerned.

With the same fee collected and returned to the 
Provincial Board of Health a complete central organiza
tion would be established, better doctors could be pro
vided, more precautionary measures taken, and the men 
would be better satisfied.
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THE GEORGIAN BAY SHIP CANAL.

Recently the interim report on the Georgian Bay 
Ship Canal has been printed and distributed, and, 
although many summaries of this report have appeared, 
yet we think the subject of sufficient importance to deal 
with at some length, in view of the fact that the Premier 
of Canada mentioned it as Canada’s new great public 
work.

The projected waterway is designed for vessels 600 
feet long, 60 foot beam, and a draft of 20 feet. This 
would necessitate a waterway at least 22 feet deep and 
canal locks 65 feet by 650 feet.

The route surveyed is some 440 miles long, of which 
from 410 to 420 miles follows the course of rivers and 
lakes, leaving about 28 miles for cut canal. Leaving the 
Georgian Bay, the route follows the French and Pickerel 
Rivers and enters Lake Nipissing. From Lake Nipissing 
a cut three-quarters of a mile long is made into Trout 
Lake, thence into Turtle Lake, the Little Mattawan 
River and Talon Lake, and from Talon Lake a canal is 
cut into the Mattawan River, which is utilized until the 
Ottawa is reached, which river is used to Two Moun
tain Lake, and from there to Montreal.
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