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I ' will be eviclent that the writer lias
attempted, ini the preparation of

îliis paper, rather to suggest certain
uines of« investig,-ationi than to present
an] exhaustive stildy of the seulement
of one particular corner of Canada.
Parkmnian lias macle the voyages of the
early explorers up the river of the
Outcaitt,; ciel ightfu lly faiwiliar to us
ail ; other historians have been, at-
tracted by the romance and excite-
mient of those brave, adventuroutsdays;
but no one has reproduced ini a more
vivicl andl inimitable fashion thati Mr.
Benjamin Suite the inliospitable siores
and %varring I ndian tribes of Cliani-
plain's clay, the voyageurs and tracders
xvh-Io folîoNwec l im, the flrst sparse s?t-
tienients in the Lov.er Ottava, down
t0 those tHmes of happy augyury? Mien
Pliilemion WTrigh-lt andiils associates
founided HuIl on the oppcsite siiore.
Nor dloes lie encd there. As lie tells
it, the story of the buildingr of the
.&Rideiu. Canal, w~hich crave a reason
for the corning together of tic village
whlosc evolution still goes on before
our- eyes, is ful of roma.nce andl incite-
meut to Patrîotîc pncle.

1 fancy the nuuchel-taýllked-of trip into
the 1"ukzon is little more hazardous
than the hard journey up the Otawawas
in the clays of the first French explor-
ers. The island Allumette, the head-
quarters of the Algonquin [ndians,w~as
tlieu wvitii the confines of nowhere-
lanîd, and Chiamplain, as ý%ve aIl know,
miade nieui niarvel ait hiis larcilioocl

ini caring- to puslî lus way tlîus far.
Fle as probahly onîly the third Euro-

pean w"ho passel the 'l Place des Ri-
dleautx," anid saw tuie Cliaucliere ini the
beaiut% wc caui only imagine. To the
Algoniquinis, wlîose bu niitng,ý-grouincls at
that periodi were the valley of the Ot-
tawa, the Cliaucliere anîd its neiglu-
bourhood wvere places of importance.
There are many interesting, shadoivy

bits of' liistory, gathered around thie
meeting place of tlîrec rivers. 1 t is ai-
%vays mentionedi in the annais of ex-
plorers, and wve discover tlîat wve can-
îlot flatter ourselv'es that wve wvere first
to perceive the commercial adivantagcs
of our city. Long ere a whlite man,
creaned that there wvere suclb rushing
wvaters and vast stretches of Iiih and
valleywaiting to be preved upon, these
very p)laces, wve are told, wvere the g'oal
of yearly trading expeditions of Inclian
tribes %ý,ho lived tlîousands of miles
apart. AI]l kinds of produce clianged
owvners here-the tobacco of distant
Virginia, the pumipkins and squasles
and mielons of the agricu Itural Hurons,
and the bark canoes of the more south-
erly tribe-, for the warm, beautiful fur.s
of the Algronquins and the tribes still
furtlier niorth. These annmal fairs con-
tinuied for many years after the Frenclb
biad establislued trading-posts aloxug
the St. Lawrence. But not only wvere
these places of note as centres of In-
dian trade; w~e find, too, that %vlienever
the Cliaudiere is spoken of by early
Frenchi writers tliere are hints of the
v'eneration wvith which the Algonquins
regarded it. It wvas a religious sinine,
whlere, no matter what danger of lurk-
ung foc, a propitiating sacrifice must
be offcred. That oftentimcs tliere wvas
a real danger, mianv tales of bloodshied
happening wvith such a bcginning
testiry.

\Ve have ail hicarcl of the proposed
Georgian B3ay Canal, but, I wvonder,
arewe ail awvare, tluat such a trade cluan-
nel wvould be but a returui to thue
route wvhicli \%?as the customaryone for
twvo hutndred years thiat we knoiv of to
the Georgian Bay and the country be-
yond. How miany trains of Indian
canoes andi Inidiani braves have passed
along this tliorny wvay of many por-
tages ! Wh at a procession of heroic
missionaries have paddied thiesewaters


