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In 1878, the society started the publish-
ing of THE CANADIAN HORTICULTURIST
which was edited by the late D. W. Beadle
until 1886 when it, with the office of secre-
tary and treasurer, was passed into the
hands of Mr. Woolverton, Grimsby. In this
year we assisted in making the great ex-
hibit of Canadian fruits at the Colonial Ex-
hibition in London, in which we did so
much to establish our markets in England
and to attract the attention of the Old
World to Canadian fruits and the Canadian
climate.. In 1893, at the Columbian World’s
Fair in Chicago, we showed the world that
Ontario was not behind any part of Amer-
ica in the production of fruit. She had the
largest exhibit (the season through), scqred
largest number of points, and rated high-
est in quality of any exhibit on the grounds.
Again at the Pan American in Buffalo in
1900, we maintained our position as sccong!
to none in producing all kinds of fruit
grown in the temperate zone. .

The advancement of fruit growing .has
not been the sole aim of tne association,
but the advance of horticulture in all its
branches, particularly the improvement of
home surroundings, both in towns and
country. To this end ornamental trees,
shrubs, and plants were sent out to mem-
bers. As agent of the association, Mr.
Thomas Beal, of Lindsay, one of its old
and energetic workers, organized numer-
ous horticultural societies throughout the
province which became affiliated with the
association. These have been the means of
changing the aspect of many of our towns
and villages and of creating a taste for
the beautiful which was unknown before.
Great changes have taken place in the sur-
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rounding of Farmers’ homes, especially
those of fruit growers.

Another great work the association has
been instrumental in accomplishing is the
establishing of experimental stations for
testing fruits. Thousands of dollars have
been wasted yearly in the past by farmers
and others in planting fruits that were un-
fit for market or not adapted to the lo-
cality where they were planted. Early set-
tlers and planters had noknowledge of vari-
eties and. depended largely on the advice of
nurserymen and tree agents and took any
variety that the latter recommended. The
consequence was that the country was flood-

ed with varieties that were useless.

Canada at one time was the dumping
ground of nurseries in the United States,
and besides this, unprincipled dealers would
buy the surplus stock of our Canadian nur-
series, often relabelling it, and selling to
farmers under wrong varietal names. Fur-
thermore, settlers were moving farther
north, locating in colder sections, and want-
ed to plant fruit. They thought that the
varieties they had grown at the old home,
would” do equally well there. Many trees
were planted that proved too tender for the
climate. Scores of new varieties were in-
troducd by nursrymen and dealers as some-
thing more valuable than those then grown
and sold at extravagant prices to growers in
all parts of the province who wanted to
get the best. When the trees came into
bearing the majority of them proved not as
good as the old tried sorts.

Knowing these things, the association
began early to advocate the estaplishing
of a station where varieties could be test-
ed before being recommended or sent out.
There was scarcely a meeting but that this
subject was discussed. Its importance was
frequently urged upon the government, but
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GLADIOLUS

Esculentum (Elephant’s)

America—Exquisite soft lavender pink, beau-
tiful.  15c each

Attraction—Deep rich crimson, with large
pure white centre and throat. 25c each

Blanche— Large pure snow white, with but
faint marks. 20c each :

Blue Jay—The finest blue; a rich deep colour
of an indigo shade. 30c each
¢ Cardinal—Perfectflowerandspike ofthe bright-
est and most intense cardinal scarlet. 20c each

Ceres—Pure white, spotted with purplish rose.
5c each

Contrast—Intense scarlet, large distinct pure
white centre, neither tinted or mottled. 30c each

Irene—A fine shade of pink freely flaked bright
crimson. 20c each

May—Lovely pure white flower, flaked bright
rosy crimson. 5¢ each ¢

Melrose—White flaked pink, bright crimson
centre. 30c each :

Octoroon—A beautiful salmon pink. 10c each

Sulphur King—Beautiful clean sulphur yellow.
40c each

Variabilis—The largest spike of any Gladiolus,
floners range in color from dull deep pink flaked
blue black, to a solid blue black flaked pink;
throat mottled white. 15¢ each

Colocasia (Caladium)

First size 20c cach; $2 per doz.

One of the best ornamental foliage plants, either for
cultivation in large pots or tubs, or for planting out.
Second size, 10c each; $1.10
per doz. Fancy leaved varieties, 20c each; $2 per doz. postpaid

Wm. Falconer—Spike of great length and
flowers of enormous size; beautiful clear light
pink. 10c each

1 each of above fine collection, 14 for $2.35
1 each of g of above, our choice, for $1.00

MIXED GLADIOLUS

Bruce’s Superb Mixed —This splendid mixture
is made up by ourselves and includes Groff's
magnificent hybrids, Childsi, Lemoinei and Gran-
davensis, 10c each, 10 for 85¢, 25 for $1.75

Groff’s Hybrid Seedlings—A good mixture of
blooming bulbs, 10 for40c, 25 for 75¢, per 100 $2.50

Childsi Mixed—A very superior mixture. 10
for 60c, 25 for $1.25, $4.00 per 100

Choice Mixed—A satisfactory mixture, strong
flowering bulbs. 10 for 25¢, 25 for 60c, $2 per 100

Bruce’s WhiteandLight Shades—Fine,specially
for florists. 10 for 40¢, 25 for 85¢, $3.00 per 100

Gladiolus prices are postpaid to Canadian points

DAHLIAS

Best Named Double Sorts in following colors:
white, pink, red, yellow, crimson ; also same colors
in Cactus Varieties, 20c each, $2.20 doz. postpaid

Ordinary Mixed Double also Cactus, 12¢ each;
$1.20 perdoz. postpaid. FREE
Ourbeautifully illustrated Catalogue,
100 pages of Sceds, Plauts, Bulbs,
Impl ts, Poultry Supplies, &c.

Send for it.

JOHN A. BRUCE & CO.,

Seed Merchants,
Established 1850

HAMILTON, ONT.




