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this, there are Buddhist saints, places,
conditions, proverbs, books, doctrines,
and commandments which have so
become a part of the life and language
of this people as to be at present insep-
arable. No matter if a man becomes
indifferent to Buddhism, or even its
avowed enemy, he can no wore shake
9% himself free from these Buddhist con-
ceptions and language than an infidel in
America can put such words as God.
heaven, hell, or paradise out of s
vocabulary, even though he should men-
tion them only to ridicule them. If Col.
Ingersoll had only very hazy ideas as to
who our Lord was, had never heard ot
Adam or Abraham, Moses or David,
was quite ignorant of the fact that the
prophets or Sts. John, Peter, or Paul
had ever existed, did not even know of
there being such a book as the Bible,
much less having studied it, it is safe
to say that with all his eloguence he
would not be much of a success on the
infidel platform. What, then, can we
expect of missionarivs who ina Buddhist
land are quite ignorant of Buddhism,
and who have not Ingersoll's eloquence,
but only very inferior broken Japanese
with which to propagate their ductrines?
% The case would be indeed bad if 1t were
not for this difference:  Our mission is
1o build up; Ingersoll’s is to pull down.

But this want of knowledge on the
v part of missionaries is their fault only
in an indirect way. Itisnot generally
known that Buddhism so takes to iself
the philosophy and the old religion of
cach country into which it passes as
1o become almost as many diflerent re-
) ligions as there are coantries in which
Wy T i eXIStS. Prof. Max Miller, indeed, in
the site or by the side \/\'W(qOEDEN’"‘ his * Note on Bishop Coplestone’s
of which the japanese ; e - « Buddhism, Primitive and Present, in
feels that thrill of ¥ 3\"1& K‘mﬂ o Nagadha and in Ceylon,”” published last
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in what secret con-
tempt would these
Englishmen hold him: §
Yet the japanese boy
studies his country’s
history and heroes, [543
with the legends at-
tached to each, more
than the average Eng-
lish boy. Every part
of Japan abounds with
points of historical
interest ; scenes of an-
cient battles, confer-
ences, castles, or tombs
of heroes, standing on

mingled awe and pride e G0 winter, makes only two great divisions,
which animates the v @/ the southern aud the northern. or, as
Englishman as he tra- See page some call them, the Little Ge and the

verses one of England's celebrated battlehelds. | Great Go, and which he distinguishes as
Even apart from the missionary question, if | Buddhism and  DBodhism. These, he says,
Egyptian, Persian, Greck, Carthaginian, or differ as much as Mohammedanism  and
Roman history is so interesting, 1 cannot sce ‘]udaism. althongh he thinks they must have
way the Japanese history should not be so, | had some ancient connection. Before coming
at least, in a less degree.  Ignorauce of it puts | to Japan, 1 tricd to procure as _much_in-
the missionary at a great disadvantage. formation about Buddhism as possible. Butg,

At u still greater disadvantage is he placed unfortunately, the writers of the books I read
by not knowing the heathen religions of the cither dealt with ancient Buddhism generally,
people among whom he proposes 10 work. | or confined themselves to the Buddhism of
Every demonstration of the superionty of | Ceylon, Burmah, and Siam. LEven such a
Christianity over Buddhism, or any other in- | large volume as that of Prof. Rhys David's
ferior religion, involves a comparison which | gives Japanese Buddbism, if 1 rightly remem-
cannot be made by one who does not know | ber, only half a page. I have since learnt that
just what that inferior religion is. \lore than | there are works on the Buddhism of China,
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