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results of the late general election
have been affected by the physical
geograpl.y of the country. Sonie
people have been astonished to find
that Eastern and Western Lancashire
have returned mebiirs of a different
political complexion, as have alsc
Western and Eastern Yorkshire ; but
the reason is very obvious if you look
at the geology and mineral-bearing
character of the district. Eastern
Yorkshire is nainily agricultural, and
ail the influences which the upper
class and the farmers can bring to
bear on the agricultural population
have fuli scope there ; while South-
Western Yorkshire is manufacturing
and mining, with a population in-
clined to Radical opinions. In the
same way Eastern Lancashire is manu-
facturing and mining; while Western
Lancashire is agricultural, and dis-
posed to follow the lead of the old
land-owning families. Those who
examine Lancashire schools are struck
by the difference between the sharp-
ness of the boys in the East Lancashire
hill country and the sluggishness of
those who dwell on the flats along the
coast between Liverpool and More-
cambe.

Another illustration is found in the
case of Ulster. The Scotch colony
which e: .. red Ulster in the seven-
teenth century penetrated almost an
equal distance in every direction from
the point where it crossed the North
Channel from Southern Scotland to
the Bay of Belfast; and if you put
one end of a c.ompass on that bay
and describea semi-circle, you will find
the Scotch Protestant population goes
to almost an equal distance all round,
from the Atlantic coast near London.
derry until you strike the Irish Sea in
the neighbourhood of Newry. But
there is one exception to this. It is
found in the isouth-western division
of Down. The north and east of
that county are mainly occupied by
the descendants of the Scotch settlers.
But in the south-west there is a group

of lofty mountains, the mountains of
Miourne. Into those mountains the
aboriginal lrish retired, and therefore
Southe.\st Down returns a Catholic
and Nationalist member to Parlia.
ment, while the other parts of )own
and Antrim return Protestant and
Conservative members.

Time fails me to show with pro.
per detail the relations between the
geography and the historv of North
America, a continent where we see
many of the features of Europe re.
peated on a larger scaie, but with
some striking differences. Xmay,
however, observe how much the eco.
nomical conditions of North America
are affected by the fact that the great
valley plain on the Mississippi River
lies open towards the north, permit.
ting the cold influences to be felt down
to the Gulf of Mexico, while there
does not exist to the south ary great
reservoir of hot air similar to the
Sahara. From these and other causes
we find much colder temperature in
the same latitude in North America
than in the Old World. New York is in
about the same latitude as Madrid and
Naples, but has a much more severe
climate. New Orleans is in about
the same latitude as Cairo ; but, as
you know, Cairo is practically tropi-
cal, whereas New Orleans is not. It
is hot in summer, but lias a totall
different kind of climate fron Cairo.
That is a fact of the utmost import-
ance with regard to the political and
economical history of Anierica. The
white race maintains itself and is
capable of labour in the Gulf States,
although, to be sure, the black race
works more easily and increases more
rapidly. All America east of the
Rocky Mountains seems likely to
cohere in one political body, because
the West is firmly linked to the East
and the South through which its com
merce reaches the sea; and because
there is nothing resembling a natural
boundary to sever any one part of the
country from any other. It is only in

3 14


