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good flavoured potatce. It is not vnusual
to clags among the humbugs, many“valuable
roots and plants, bofore their qualities aro
properly tested by a regular system of cul-
tivation.

I would recommend the following system
fur cultivating the Rohans, and if only your
readers think proper to adopt 1t, I am satis-
fied they will not be disappointed 1n a crop.
Lay out one acre of grcund, or any given
quantity ; letit be well ploughed and har-
rowed, in fact made as mellow as possible,
form 1t into drills three feet wide, and man-
ure at the rate of fifty cart loads per acre,
spread the manure in the drills, cut the po-
tatoes into getts, containing two eyes each,
and plant them on the top of the manure in
the drills, thirteen inches apart, and cover

* them with the plough, and by all means have
them planted as early 1n the month of May
as possible. The after culuvation merely
consists m keeping them clean and free from
weeds, and earthjng them once or twice as
occasion ay require, with the plough.—
Wishing you success in your valuable publi-

catan. lam youra,
JAMES FLEMING.
Toronto, Jan'y 22nd, 1842,

Note 8y taE Eoiror.—In spe¢c  ng the Ro.
hans in our classification of modem humbugs,
we did so through the firm conviction that they
swere not what they were boasted to be—second
toany, cven pink cyes not excepiced, Although
these invuivable variety of potatocs, as they are
termed by their advocates, have succeeded with
some under particalar circumstances; yetosa
potatae for general cultivation, we would 1n our

ble opinion, ider them infenor to many
other vanetics. We think the majority of those
whohave given them 2 fair trisl, will bear us out
1n tlus opinion.

As Conductors of a Public Periodical, we may
at times orr 1 our sudgmient, but we will with
pleasure, at all times, wmsert contrary opusions,
if they be supported by sound argurgent, ang by
persans of practical cxpenence.  Uur objeet is
0 instruct, not to mislead.

I et e
From the Montrea) Gazeste
Mr. Evany' Report,
On Agricuitaral Improvement.

On the cost of breeding and feeding cattle,

sheep and swine.

In my last communication, Istated that I would
submit for considerstion, what I csumated as the
cost to the farmer of breeding, reanng, and fat-

;teming animelsin this country, Ishall begin with
neat cattle.

The valuo of a cali, immediately ather birth, I
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I have not charged for auendance, as I
-der ths manure made by the animal wlﬂ?:y‘

forthat, I would observe, thatif the animal is
a heifer, they generally produce a calf at twa
yearsold ; when ler cost amounts only to four
pounds currency. In any case they do not ox-
ceed three years old, when they produce a ealf,
and begin to mako some return for thetr ketp,
and the capital invesied in themn, m reanng them
to that inaturity, Ido notsce, thatn any situa.
tionin Canada, huwovor remoto from nerket,
if the animal hes to be fcd under cover, or in
yards during the winter, that 1 would estimate
their cost at less than I have sct down for the
scverot periods,  Henco it will bo percewved that
a heifer of two years old, tho carlicst possible
period that she can yield any return to the furmer,
has cost him four pounds currency. And anox
kept to threo years and @ half old, the carlieat
possible poriod that he would be fit Sir the sham.
bles, will have cost the farmer 81X pounds, Seven.
teen shillings and six pence currency. In this
estimate I have omitted any allowance for casual.
ties, which would at leaut requivo ten pet centon
agniculturel animals. Intercst on captal should
also be allowed, As the quality of tho ammals
will depend chiefly upon the brecd and keep, 1
cannot pretend to estimate sccurately ther value
when at maturity, or at the scveral periods above
referred to. Under opdinary circumstances in
a Caneda, I donot supy that I could
fairly ostimato the weight of an ox of threo years
and n half old, at more than from five to six
hundred pounés weight, of beef, hide, and tal.
jow. Hence it will be easy to calculate and as.
certain what pricq -beel should br.ng to pay the
Canadian farmer the first cost, inierest on captal
and o reasanable profit. Itis perfectly clear,
hnwever, that the present prices sn our markets
will not refund the farmer his actual expenditure,
In the present stato of our agricuiture, fdoubt
very much, if the averago weightof Lower Ca.
nada oxen at three and a half ycars old, would
excecd five hundred poundsatthe utmost. If
cattle are well kept at all times uatil at materity,
they may produce more weight of beefand tallow,
but they will cost the farmer more than Thave
estimated for them. No tarmer residing within
convenient distance to market, canrase cattle at
. the csumate 1 bave laid down torthem.  If oxen
should be kept the fourth wnter, and stall fed
they might pay better, but the number thus fod
shuuld find = home narket, and that would be
very limited, and in fact it cannot be' coynted
upon with any dogres of cortunty under presont
circumstances, A fanmer may expend a largo
amount in stall-feeding 3 lot of catile, and when
they are ready for the shambles, a lot of fat cat
tle ore brought in from tho United States, and the
price may be reduced to what shey costhim when
put up from grass, or very nearly so.  Henceit
¢ is, that none of ourfarmers cansafely attampt to
fced catle for Canada markets, as thereisno
assurance to lum of anything butloss . y daingsa,
Of the cost of rammng horses, 1t isneedless for
ms to make any esamate. The sale of horses
depends a good deal upon fancy, and other acci-
dental circumstances, and as the farmer will al.
ways roguire horses, they have to beraised ar
whatever cost.

. Tt isscarcely necessary for meto attempt to es-
tumate the cost 0 the farmer of rusing sheep to
matarity, I mayobserve, however, thatitison.
ly by the moet carefol managerent of sheep that
they can pay the farmers in Canads. If 2 good
produce of lambs aro not annaally raised in pro.
portion to the number of the flock kept, it isim,
possible the keeping of sheep can remunermte
the farmer. Itrequires 2 lamb, and fleece of
good weight, to pay for thokeep of 2 ewe, that
iskept as sho should bo kept toinsurs profit—
While thonsands of sheep aro constantly coming
infrom the Unmited States, sheep never will bo
geanerally and extensively kept in Canada, how.
ever and ad ag they would be
to Canadiap agriculigre. We have abundant
proof that there is not anything in the clunate or
s0il of Canads, that wonld prevent usrausing and
keeping tha best of shecp, 33 we have soveral
flocks of the finest and most valusble description
of those animalsin the neighbourhood of Mon.
treal and in many other parts of the country.—
The owners of these choice flocks may, Isup,
pose, even under the present unfavourabls cir.
cumstances, find ample remuneration, butitis “e.
cause there arc only a few, comparatvely, of such

choaice flocks in the counyy, I good shecp weore
more generally to bo fonnd: and the free admis.
sion of foreign shzep to contnue, no farmep

could keep sheep p. ofitably, of whatever deg.
cn}mon. i

Yow experiments have been made 1 Canada
on the feeding of swine, with a view to ascer-
tain the actnal cost of producing a certamn quun-
tity of pork. Swine, (a2 certain age, are cluefly
fed on the offal of dairies, the kitchen, and on
grass in summer. It costs something, however,
tobnng them to a4 ngo, that they are fit to put
up to fatten. A gaod breed of pizs putup to fat-
ten in fair condition, if fed on pena, (the very
best food for making goed pork), sy ncreaso
in welght at the rate of about one pound or somo.
thing over, for- cvery gallon of peéas thoy con.
sume, and if futtened onother grain or vegeta.
bles, they will bo found tnin.rease in weight very
nealy in proportion to the nuwiritive matters con.
tained in the sort of grain or vegetables they aro
fed upon, compared with the nuwiment m peas.
In England, or whero darics are kept, they gen.
erslly keep one pig for every four cows, and they
expect that each pig, will, during the summer,
fed on the cherse whey and offal of the dairy 1n.
crease in weight about 200 Ibs., or about 50 lbs.
for the waste of cach cow. 1 suppose the samo
result would be obtained in Canada. From the
nearest estimate I can make of the cost of feeding
pork, from the perfod of putting swine up tofat.
ten, Ibelieve that every pound weight of flash
they give, will cost the farmer at least throe
pence, or at the rate of fiye dollars the 100 1bs.
In most cases, it wil] coet much more, when
there is not a good breed of swine, and whon
they are not judiciously attonded to. Any indi.
vidual who will purchaseo store pigs in our mar.
kets, and try the experiment of buying food for
fattening them, will find that the pork -fed, will
cost him double what the farmer can sell for, or {
should rather say, can obtain fg it, in our inarkets.
In England they expect thata éushel of batley
will produce ten pounds of green bacon when first
dricd, provided the hogs aro of a good breed,
and easy to fation, )

It ismuch to he regretted that we have not the
result of accurate experiments on the feeding of
neat caule, sheop, and swine in this country.—
When such cxperiments would be made, they
should be very carcfully attanded to throughout—
If this was not done, it would only lead us into
error, At the commencementof the experiment,
the animals, of whatever kind, should be weigh.
ed, and subsequently every month at fcast, during
the time of fceding, and finally at the closc of
the experiment,  Also, the food consumed daily,
weekly, and monthly, tho sort of food made usa
of, and whether raw, boiled, whole or ground.—
The age, and breed of the animald should ba
noted, and whether male or female, or had pro,
duced young. Experiments might also be made
on grass fed catle of various breeds. Itis by
sdopting such measyres, that farmers will undes.
stand their buxiness, and the value of vanous
varicties of animals, and of the food they com,
sume. Thave seen many wonderful statementy
of what animals have been brought to, but nat
3 tittlo of information of the cost of bnnging
them to that great perfecton. The farmers of
Canada want profit more than show, and have
not capital to expend, without some prospect of
1ts heing refynded to them.

1 am sorry that T could nox givo more accuratg @
information on the cost to the farmer of feeding
pork. If Iam found in crvorin any of my estis
mates, X shall bo glad ta be set right, My only
object isto bring the subject fairly before the
public, and with that view, I have made my es,
timates as accurately as was in my power, and
without any intention to mislcad.

In conclusion, I am happy to have it in my
power to acknowledgo tho receipt of the first
number of the Britisk Ameripan i i
hawing only Yyeccived it last night, Thad notan
opportumty of reading the articles thronghout;
I have seen sufficient of it, however, 1o warrant
me in recammcending it 20 every farmer in British
Anmerice, and wish the propriclors every possible
success in thewr laudable underteking. Such a
paper was greatly wantedin Oanada, znd if the
]flmmex: desire dlz]cirintetm to b&aﬂvog:red fair-
¥s constantly atterded 10, thoy will support
this paper, and giveit & full- and fair tts-x;l

‘WM. EVANS,
Cots St. Paul, Dec. 31, 1841.
Provexce~Prudence is of more frequent pss
than any other intellectual quality ; it is excrted

on alight occasions, and called intuact by tha cur.
sory busingss of common life.



