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diffusion of agricultural knowledge, and the im

provement of agricultural practice.
We lave inuch pleasure in calling the atten

tion of our readers to some excellent remark
made by George Alexander, Esq., at a recen
meetingof the West Zorra Agricultural Society
Mr. Alexander is the President of the Countj
of Oxford Society, and seems to regard it as
part of Lis official duty to attend the variou!
Townshp Exhibitions in bis own county; thu!
setting,as we think, an example which ail countj
presider ts might beneficially follow. The toas
of the County Society having been cordially re
ceived, Mr. Alexander observed:-

" He felt deeply sensible of the honor wiclch
had just been conferred upon him, and would ob-
serve that if it was his duty to be present at thE
exhibitions of the different Branch Societies, il
was a very pieasant duty to discharge. lie pro-
ceeded to observe, that they had now outlived
the discouraging times, when the farmers got lit-
ti for any kind of farm produce. He vould not
look back to tiem, as we had now before us a
brigit and promising future. The forests were
rapidiy being transformed into beautiful farms;
property everywhere had increased immensely
in value; and vhiie ail other improvements were
steadily progressing, it was gratifying to observe
the farmers keeping7 pace with the limes. Thieir
highly ebteemed President, Mr. Oliver, Whe
acted as one of the judges of sheep, at the late
Provincial Show, wouà tell them of the magnifi-
cent stock of every description exhibited there.
It must be admitted, lie said, that those annual
exhibitions have had the desired effect of calling
forth a noble emulation to import into the Pro-
vince and raise the finest bred stock; while our
county and township societies are diffusing vide-ly tmis spirit of improvement. He would ob-
serve, tlat from the very successful working of
the township societies gencrally, it had been
found somewhat difficult to extend the sphere of
the county society to what it should lie. How-
ever, every oe must rejoice to see the township
societies dong so much good ; and it would be
unvise te attempt te divert from their natural
channel the energy and enterprise which have
been awakened in such localities, unless it be-
came generally the spontaneous wish 'b unite
in forming one grand society. As the country
progresses, and many of the settliers get superior
improved stock, they -will naturally desire to ex-
hibit them in a larger sphere ; and there is no
feàr of the county society being sustained, if it is
managett with proper energy and judgment. It
possesses a beautiful show ground, granted by
the governmenit, which has been handsomely
fenced in, and is now being levelled by some of
the enterprising members. Sixiy permanent
sheep pens are now just being finished, the ex-

Dense of which vill be defrayed, princinally, byj bera contributions from the inhabîtants ofWoodstocii.

Under the Statute, it receives annually ninety
pounds of the government grant ; while the pre-
sent year, the number of its members has been

- more than doubled, and many others have ex-
s pressed their intention te compete at the next an-

nual exhibition, so that the prospects of the socie-
t ty are ratherlooking up ; but he wvished to say a
few words on anothersubject. He would like to
see the farmers of West Zorra and other town-

I ships meetino in this social manner more fre-
a quently, te tak over many of those matters, in
Svhich they have a common interest. By taking
s part in sucli meetings, we ail beaome more libe-

ral and enlightened in our views and feelinge,
and acquire an interest in many things, vhich it

t ;s beneficial for us to know. While ail seem to
be acquiring property, it is indispensable that we
progress in intelligence as a people. The mera
possession of wealth does not give respectability
or dignity to man. We find that Scotland has
been distinguished for the excellent vorking of
lier Parish Schools, and for the love of know-
ledge generally prevailing amont the youth of
that land, vhich lias fitted them for the discharge
of ail their duties in life, and which has enabled
thein to rise to the highest positions in the state.
He regretted much tole informed, that this no-
ble township had not yet established its publia
Library. East Zorra had done so, and -with 'all
the inducements now held forth by the Educa-
tion office, it was desirable that every township
in the land should follow their example. Be-
fore conicluding,- lie claimed permission te pro-
pose a toast. He said, lie had been much de-
lighted with vhat lie had seen this day. It was
gratifying to observe the great improvement upon
last yearin the different stock exhibited. Their
township was in a highly prosperous state.

Mr. Aleymapderjn proposing the health of the
Successful Comperitors, remarked

" That if there vas any body of meià to whom
the country was more deeply indebted, it was to
those gentlemen vho were devoting themselves
to the improveiment of stock, and le hoped to see
many of those, wio had taken prizes here this
day, exhibiting at the next animal show of the
County Society. It appears to have been the
idea contemplated by the Statute, that the suc-
cessful competitors at the different township
shows, should then compete at the County Exhi-
bition. He hoped to see a laudable emulation
amongst the different townships as to which
would carry off the greatest number of prizes. U
the County Society could be extended to occupy
this its proper position, it would be rendering
some service to the country."

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES.

It May not be amiss to remind sucli of our
readers as are placed on the management of
these institutions, that the Statute requires all
Township Societies to hold their annual meet-
ings, for the adoption of Reports, electing Offi-
cers, &c., sometime during the month of


