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pýss between the plains and the big làké to, fix thèm--
selves - ùpon. ",-» Duncan was. of the same opinion wheft
he saw the spot.- It was not rugged and bare like his
own Highlands, but so'fter in character, yet his beart-

yearned for the hîll country. , In those days there
was no obstacle to, taking possession of any tract of

land in the unsurveyed forests; thèrefÔre- Duncan
agreed with his brother-in-law to pioneer 'the wýy

with him, get. a.dweRing put up, and some ground
prepare « d and " seeded down," and. then to, return -for
their wives, and settle as farmérs. Others bad' sue-

ceeded, had formed little. colonies> and become. the
he âds- of villages in due -time ; why should .nàt they ?
And now behold our two backwoo'dsmen fairly coÉa.-z

mencing their arduous life : it was* nothing, aft& -au
to Pierre,. by -previous occupation a ' hardy lumiý>éfér,,
or the Scottish soldier, accustomed to brave all ,, sorts
of hardship5 in a wild country, himself a mountaineer,
inured to a storm'y'-- climate and scanty faré from his
earliest youth. But it is not my intention to, dwell
upon . the trials -and difÉculties êourageously met and
battled with «by our settlers ' and their. young wives.

There was in those days, a spirit of 'resistânee
among the first settlers on the soil, a.'spirit to, do and

bear, . that is less commonly met .with now. The
spirit of civilization is now so widely diffhsed' that

her comMrts are 1elt éven in. the d*epths of the forest,
so that the newly come e 'Il t feels comparat*vely

few of the physical ' evils that 'w*ere endured by the
earlièr' inhabitants.

The first seed-'wheat that was cast into the grouhd


