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I.
THE FIELD OF LABOUR

BRITISH COLUMBIA, now forming part of The Dominion of
Canada," includest within its limits several islands, of which
Vancouver's'is the principal, and that part of the continent- of
North Ainerica, west of the Rocky Mountains and east of Alaska,
which is included between the 490 and the 60 '-parallels of north
latitude.

English connection with this part of the worla may be þaid to
date from an exploratorygyage made by Captain Cook i 1776,
when he landed at Friendly Cove and Nootka Sound, a)d took
possession of them in the name of bis sovereign. e supposed
at'the tine that these pléés were on- the mainland, and it -yas not
until Càptain Vancouver, an officer in the English Navy, was
despatched in 1792 to the Pacific, that he discovered tbat Nootka
and Friendly Cove were on the west side of the island which now
bears bis name, and which is sometimes spoken of as the gem
of the Pacifie.

In 1793, Alexander Mackenzie, one of tbe most enterprising
pioneers in the employ ment of the North-West Fur Company,
who had already discovered the mighty river since named aftër


