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PROCEEDING.

An advertisement  is printed in the

Times of this city, signed by the secre-.

tary of the Department 6f the Interior,
asking for tenders for the exclusive right
to dredge for gold in one hundred con-
secutive miles of thewStewart river, a
tributary of the Yukon." The lease ‘will
be subject to certain conditions, which,
however, are not specified in the adver-
tisement and can only be obtained ¢n
application to the department at Ottawa.
The last date at whith tenders will be re-
ceived is May 3. The advertisement is
dated March 81st. There is something
here which calls for explanation, .and,
we think, for serious protest. The Yukon
region is as yet very little known, and to
lease one of its most important tribu-
taries in the manner suggested hy the
advertizement looks like very bad policy.

In the first place, consider the fotice-

that has been given. One month and three
days after the date of the advertise-
- ment the government will part with the
exclusive right to dredge for gold ina
very important river fully five thousand
miles distant’ from Ottawa. The men
who know most about the Stewart river,
that is those who are in the Yukon
country, will never have heard of thein-
tention of the government to grant the
lease until months after the papers have
been signed, and yet, we submit, that
the men who have gone into the Yukon
valley and brought its great resources to
light ought to have been offered the pri-

river, if one is to be granted.

But if it be said that the Yukon is too
far away for the government to wait un-
til the miners on the ground are notified
of the decision to lease the river,
what shall be said about the short-
ness of the notice to people on this Coast,
who naturally would be supposed to
have some interest in a transaction of
this kind and be anxious to compete?
The notice appears in the Victoria Times
of April 16th. To send to Ottawa and
get back a copy of the conditions upon
whiich the lease is to be granted would
take, at a moderate calculation, twelye
days, supposing .the mail was not de-
layed either way-and the reply came
immediately. This would bring the,
time when a Victoria person would learn
of the intention of the government to
lease this river and the terms upon
which it could beleased up to April 27th.
He could not possibly get his bid off to
Ottawa beford the night of the 28th,
and there would be no chance of its
reaching the department by the date
on whieh the tenders aref to “be: opened:;
This is the case of & man who saw'the
first notice and aeted on it promptly,
and where no time whatever was lost in
the transmission of- the mails and re-
ceiving a reply from the department,
But the advertisement is to run every
other day for six issues. This would
bring the last publication on April 28,
Can anything be more absurd than an
advertisement in a Victoria paper on
April 28 asking for bids to be sent to
Ottawa to be opened on May 3, the in-
tending bidder being obliged to send to
Ottawa for the conditions of the leage?
The length 'of the notice and its in-
definite nature compels the conclusion
that the advertisement is only intended
a3a cloak for the granting of a conces-
sion to some in the favor of the govern-
ment.

We think the idea of leasing the ex-
clusive right of dredging on a new and
almost untried river for one hundred
miles to any single  individual
very questionable policy. « If the
river had been exploited by individual
miners with claims of the usual
size and had been abandoned, there
might be some point in leasing one hun-
dred miles of the water course ; but this
is not the casge, although even if it were
it would be hard to justify such an enor-
mous concession. In this province a
few leases of this nature have been given
on" abandoned streams, but never for
more than a few miles.

We have a further objection to make
and that is that it will be a grave error
on the part of the Federal authorities to
handicap gold mining in Yukon by
granting extensive leases. It may be
owing to the remoteness of the aurifer-
ous region from the great avenues of
travel some special regulations may be
advantageously applied to mining there;
butif this is to be the case, there is
Do excuse for springing them upon the
public in this way. H great preas can
be leased in the Yukon for dredging pur-
Poses, the government ought to give the
public notice of that fact, and make the'
notice long enough to periit anyone to
apply for what he pleases. But we are
not - prepared to concede that such a
policy would be a wise one under any
circumstances. -'As the matter “Tow |
stands, it looks as though someone has
received some private information as to
the value of Stewart River and has
pulled a few strings to get a lease rail-
roaded through before the public would

British Columbia members ‘will take
this matter up.. We protest,

1st. Such leases onght not to be grant-
ed at all; except on abandoned streams,

-reason why he wanted Cariboo tapped

made known long in ‘advande of - the
granting of the leases,

3rd. The notice in the present case is
practically no- notice at all, except to
those persons who knew beforehand that
the river was to be leased.

In the interest of the proper develop-
ment of the Yukon we hope to see the
attention of parliament drawn to this
matter.and the order of the department
countermanded,

THE UNREASONABLE “ TIMES.”

The Times agrees with the CoLonisT
that it is undesirable to permit the Can-
adian Pacific to become the arbiter of
the future of Central British Columbia,
yet, strange to say, it did not think of
saying so-until we had' pointed out that
this would be the effec of Mr. Smith’s
motion if it had carried. If our contem-
porary will take a map of the Province
and etudy it carefully it can hardly fail
to be convinced that the keynote of
British Columbia’s development, except
in-the immediate territory of the C.P.R.,
is the construction of a new line from
the Coast to the Interior, north of the
great transcontinental line. The gov-
ernment has done all thatit feels able to
do to bring about the construction of
such a line, and we believe * their
plan ~will be crowned with success.
Oar contemporary asks what there is to
prevent the C.P. R. from constructing
the road from Penticton to Bqundary.
Nothing that we know of except that
some one else may offer to do so on bet-
ter terms. There is nothing to prevent
the C.P.R. [rom buying the Columbia &
Western charter, nothing to prevent it
from buying any charter that the Van-
couver-Victoria & Eastern may get. The
government could not undertake to pass
any law that- will prevent the C.P.R.
from' controlling every line of railway
now built or hereafter to be built in this
Province. There is' no way id which
any corporation, that is financially
strong emough can be prevented
from acquiring every railway, not
only in British Columbia but in
Canada, and no matter what legisla-
tion may be enacted anywhere, as long
a8 the stock of a railway is open to pur-
chate by anyone, anyone, if he has
money enough, may buy-all the railways.
The government ' has done, however,
all it could do. It has sought to aid in
the construction of two roads to the
interior that will be independent of the
C.P.R., and of each other, There has
been a great demand for a line from the

ment has responded by offering $4,000
subsidy per mile for a line for a greater
part of the distance, and we are told that
& company stands ready to finance the
project through with such additional aid

have always understood the Times to be
a warm advocate of this company’s
plans. Now, however, it discovers that
anything which may be done for this
road is just so much more for the C. P.
R, Why then the clamor for the road?
Why the public meetings? Why the at-
tacks upon the government for not in
the first bill subsidizing the line from
Chilliwack to Penticton? What has all
the talk of the last few months meant, i
all that has been asked and been done is
to redound to the advantage of the
C.P. R? 5

But there is a hole in our contempor-
ary’s argument. The subsidy from the
Coast to Penticton is for a line starting
at English Bluff and extending by way
of Chilliwack to Penticton, The C.P.R.
would have to build all this line to get a
dollar of the subsidy, and the man must
be absurd who will suppose that the
company to be willing to build a line
parallel for & hundred miles with its own

mile. It is utter nonsense to suggest
that the O.P.R. will build a line from
Hope to English Bluff, and if it did not
it could not get a dollar of the subsidy.
So this nightmare of oyr contemporary
vanishes into thin air. There is not the
ghost of a probability that the C.P.R.
will ever build ‘a road from English
Bluff to Penticton, which avenue to the
interior will be' oben to any company
choosing to utilize it. The government,
therefore, has done all it could possibly
do to keep the Province from being a%
the mercy of a railway monopoly, except
to undertake the construction of rail-
ways itself, a policy which our contem-
porary does not appear to favor, and
which ig beyond the present means of
the Province.

As for the C.P.R., it reaches across
the Province like another geaboard. It
must have a tremendous influence upon
the development of about 75,000 square
miles of the mainland. There is no get-
ting away from that. If that corpora-
tion determines to control the traffic of
Southern British Columbia, there is no-
thing that can be done to prevent it ex-
cepting by the parliament of Canada.

Mgr. .Smite frankly stated that the

from the C.P.B. wag because the coun-
try would be able thereby to get its
supplies from the East. The members
who voted to take the trade of Cariboo
from the Coast eities were Messrs. Wil-
liams, Semlin, 8word, Cotton; Kennedy,
Hume, Grabam, Kidd, McPherson, Smith
and Stoddart.

and then for smaller areas.

2nd. That if it is the policy of the gov-
ernment to grant such leases that fact
and the condition of the leases should be

THE oppogition is making good its

coast to the Kootenay, and the govern-{the telegraph line. This is a very ser=

road for the sake of getting $4,000 a|M

| MR. SWORD'S PROPOSITION 3

Mr., Bword’s proposition, that the pro-
vincial government should put the $4,000
per mile provided in the subsidy bill,
$8,000 per mile to be got from the Do
minion government, and such other nec-
essary amount as could be borrowed on
the Penticton-Boundary, railway, into
that road and constroet it a8 a public
work was, with all deference to the mem-
ber . from Dewdney, about the
wildest  proposition . ever submit-
ted 'to a legislative assembly.
It was very earnestly and almost hotly
backed up by Mr. Cotton, who in-
dignantly resented the statement of the
Hon. Mr. Pooley that it was not g busi-
'ness proposition. The proposition was a
Preposterous one, because in the first
place it is predicated upon the suppo-
sition that the Dominion government
would put two dollars into the road for
every dollar put in by thé local govern-
ment, and yet permit the latter to own
the line. It was & preposterous one be-
cause it assumed that bonds coyld be
issued on a railway built under these
circumstances without somebody, being
bound for the principal and interest,
When a railway company borrows
money on its bonds, it borrows on a
mortgage on the road. The company is
the debtor and gives the road as security,
A piece of railway cannot give a bond,

capable of acting must sign the
bond. Under Mr. Sword’s  plan
the government would have to go into
the market and borrow the money to
build the line. It would have to be bor-
rowed on government bonds, and though
those bonds might be secured upon the
road, no financier would buy them if the
government showed so little faith in the
railway as to insist that the lenders of
the money should look to the road only
for their sectrity., The proposition was
a preposterous one, because if it had car-
ried it would have indefinitely delayed
the construction of what everyone ad-
mits is a most 1mportant line of railway.
—_—

Tue passage of “the railway bill was
stubbornly and factiously resisted by
the opposition at every stage. The ex-
planation of . their course probably is
that having dug their political graves
on Thursday, they thought that they
ought to complete the job and bury
themselves yesterday.

A CORRESPONDENT directs atten'tionit.o
the frequent interruptions of service on

ious matter, and one that calls for im-
mediate attention. Cannot something
be done to prevent the reccurence of
such interruptions?

as it will get:from the Dominion. Wels WE.donot want to be unnecessarily|

chance by accident to encounter an
honest man? The question is suggested
by the fact that he scents a wrong mo-
tive in everything proposed by the gov-
ernment. .
- T

WHEN the Greeks and Turks leave
Crete for the mainland will John Bull
take possession, not necessarily for per-
petuity, but as a guarantee of good faith?

THERE are many rods in pickle on the
Mainland for certain gentlemen when
they’go back to their constituents,

TaE Eastern question now is: Can the
powers isolate the war?

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

Registrar—Excuse me, ma’am, but are
you married? Would-be voter—Oh. sir,
thiss so sudden !—Cleveland Plain Dealer.
8he—Oh, Jack, here’s a earl in this
oyster. He (excitedly)—Ethe 5 max—may 1
have it set in an engagement ring ?—Pick-
e-Up.
" Teacher—Tommy, what is the animal
with two legs which neither runs nor walks?
Tommy Smarthed—Guess it must be a
messenger boy.—Twinkles.
‘“ We hear music over at your house all
the time Jenkins,” Yes; our cook has
been taking lessonsin physical culture, and
she won’t wash a dish without somebody
playing on the piano.”—Chicago Record.
The Reverend Rural Wayback (to street
urchin in Boston)— Little  bo: , don’t you
know smoking is sinfal? ho learned
you the vile habit? Swipese Guttersnipe
(pufting a cigarette)—Sir, the babit is no
viler than your illiteracy : but, overlook-
ing that, I will say that'I taught myself,
—Judge.
“0ld man, you seem worried.” -¢ ‘Wor-
ried 18 no name for it. Brown is coming
around at 4 o’clock to Pay me $15.”
“Think he mai not come.”” ‘“Oh, he'll
come alright; but Jones is due at 4:15
o’clock to try to collect $10 I owe him.
Suppose he.should get here just as I was
being paid by Brown?'— incinnati En-
quirer.

The Kind
That Cures.

D

The Great Spring Health
Ren‘ewer,

Paine’s Celery Compound for Men,
Women and Children.

Read the following testimony that comes
from Miss Blake, of 303 Hughson Street,
Hamilton:

‘“ For years I suffered greatly, and was
under the care of doctors, who finally told
me I was going into consumption. I was

Something which the law recognizes as | he

inguisitive, but did Mr. McPhersoq ever’ make clear the full meaning of the re-

MONOPOLY FOR SALE 1

minion Government
Advertisement ?

Exclusive Rights to Dredge For
Gold In the Famous Stew-
art River.

An advertisement under the royal
arms ‘and bearing the signature of
secretary John R. Hall, of the depart-
ment of the interior, was the occasion of
8 special investigation of the council of
the board of trade being held Monday
afternoon, a meeting of more than pass-
ing importance to all British Colum-
bians. Official advertisements as a gen-
eral rule are skipped by the average
reader as dry and uninteresting. This
rticular ‘‘ad,”” which the Evening
imes is now publishing every afternoon,
is, however, 8o far out of the common
that it cannot but excite attention, and
cause the question to be asked on every
hand ‘what does the goverament
mean? 2
For on its face it appears to be nothing
more nor less than the unique offer to
create a gigantic monopoly for the bene-
fit of the highest bidder.
‘‘ Tenders for a lease for the exclusive
right to dredge for gold in a part of the
d of Stewart river, a tributary of the
Yukon river, Northwest territories,’’ is
the attractive heading this advertise-
ment bears. Below this heading the
notice proceeds: * Sealed tenders, ad-
dressed to the undersigned, and ‘marked
on the envelope ‘Tender for s lease to
dredge for gold,’ will be received at this
epartment until noon on Monday, the
3rd day of May, 1897, for the exclusive
right, subject to the conditions below re.
ferred to, to dredge for gold in one hun-
dred .consecutive miles of the Stewart
river, a tributary of sthe Yuron river,
Northwest Territories. © The conditions
under which = lease will be issued may
be obtained upon' application to this de-
partment. Each tender must be accom-
panied by an accepted cheque on one of
the chartered banks in favor of the min-
ister of the interior, for the amount of
the bonus which the applicant is pre-
pared to pay for a lease. No tender by
telegraph will be entertained. The high-
est or any tender not necegsarily ac-
cepted. ”’
To offer a_monopoly of all the gold in
one huudred miles of a rivel known to be
rich in the yellow metal, and that, too,
before the miners who after months of
toilsome traveling are now seeking their
fortunes in the region in question, cer-
tainly appears prima facie a very strange
proceeding. In view of the fact that
Stewart river is spoken of as one of the
very richest in the Yukon country, and
is especially referred to as such in a re-
port just received at Ottawa from Mr.
Wm. Ogilvie—the Eroposition of the
government is all the more astounding.
To use the words of one old miner who
tried to sound its meaning vesterday,
‘it almost takes one’s breath away.”
President D. R. Ker, of* the board of
trade, had no information with whith to

markable advertisement at vesterday’s

son, Mr. T. 8. Fatcher, Mr. Charles
Hayward, Mr, T. B. Pearson or Mr.
Templeman—the other members of the
council in attendance. Action could not
be taken in the dark, and so the secre-
tary of the board was instructed to tele-
graph at once to Victoria’s representa-
tives at Ottawa, Hon. Mr. Prior and Mr.
Earle, asking them to mail a copy of the
conditions referred to, with all other in-
formation, immediate] y. Provided there
are no interruptions to the mails the re-
ply may be looked for by the 27th, and
this will leave the board just four.days
to work in, for the 2nd of May is Sun-
day, if the advertisement is what it
appears on its face—a bid for the creation
of a great monopoly at a cost of the
rights of the free miners.

There were one or two other matters
of minor importance before yesterday’s
meeting. Mr. Templeman ‘announced
that the smelter committee would pre-
sent a formal report shortly, and this
led to attention being directed to the
headlines under which his own paper,
the Times, published the report of the|
city council’s proceedings at the last
regular meeting of that body. These
headlines stated that the board of trade
committee had selected Esquimalt as the
site for the proposed smelter, and Mr.
Templeman feund himself in the pe-
culiar position of being obliged to call
himself (or the Times) to order. His
committee had not, he said, selected
Esquimalt for the smelter site—in fact
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Promotes Digestion,Cheerfut
ness and Rest Contains neither
m,Morphine nor Minerad,

OT NARCOTIC.

Aperfect Remedy for Constipa- |
tion, Sour Stomach, Diarrhoea, |
Worms Convulsions, Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Si-gnaturé of

SEE

THAT THE

FAC-SIMILE

SIGNATURE

—OF—

Castorla is put up in one-size bottles only, It

Dosks =33 Cents ||

is 1ot gold in bulk, Don't allow anyone to gell
you anything else on the plea or promise that it
is “just as good " and “will enswer every rur-

= pose.”” 8%~ See that yon get 0-A-8-T-0-B.I.A,
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'Ars you wea.k‘.;

1s your sleep refreshing?
p
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EVERY HOME.

N/ OU will naturally wonder how a physician can
Y visit every heusehold throughout the country.

He does it in this way;
into every home and through
speaks to every family. He speaks to you, He asks |
you, in sacred confidence, the following questions,
which you will do well to answer in person or by letter : ¢

this little article goesi
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MEBEN

Do you have emissions?
Do you have pimples?
Do you shun society? -
Are you laeking self-confi-
dence? - ;
Do you have dizziness?
Are your thoughts gloomy ?
Is your memory poor?
)@ Have you weak back?
)& Do vour kidneys pain? 8
)& Have you exhausted your
1 vitality ?
: Are your nerves unstrung?
& Do you contemnlate marriage

)
4

4

WOMEIN
Have you periodical head-:
aches? p
Do you have bearing-dewn <
ains? p

<

4

4
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Do you feel tired or languid?
Is your womb disarranged ?
Is your complexion sallow ?
Are you subject to dizzy p

spells? p
Are you constipated ? <
Are you losing your appetite? )
Have you ringing in the ears? p
Have you leucorrhoeal dis p

charges? >
Have you hysteria?
Is your sleep sound ?
Do you have cold feet?

*0000

i Are you fit for matrimony ?

20000

As these symptoms become more prominent the {
E§ power of manhood and the beauty of womanhood djs.$
ye appear. Try and get back what you have lost.
% plain your condition to Doctor Ratcliffe, who is recog-{ $
e nized everywhere as the greatest living specialist oni}’

all sexual diseases of both men and women,

$
Ex-
L

ture, Syphilis, Varieocele, Hydrocele,
Piles, Rupture, Rheumatism, Catarrh,
Blood and Skin Disesses and Diseases
of the Eye, Ear, Brain, Nose, ‘ Throat,
Heart, Lungs, Liver, Stomach, Kidneys,

900000000 000000lloltsaa

906000006 & 64
P-0999 66060604 ~

the question of site was not dealt with,
the.only matters considered by the com-
mittee being the amoynt and conditions
ot the bonus to be given, and the capa-
city and cost of the smelter.

. “Did ani one drop a fifty-cent piece ?”
asked the shabby man in the midst of the
crowd watching the safe g0 up. *No,”
said they. ‘‘But you are an honest man,
anyway.” “ And now for the second TO-
position,” said the shabby man. * I did
not pick up any fifty-cent piece, but will
some one kindly drop ‘a niekel in thi hat,
as the reward of honesty ?"’—Indian: polis
Journal.
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For Infants and Children,
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Look for this Print in fhe Stow

Bladder and Urinary Organs. 10 a,

D r e RatCliffe9 Seattle, Wash.

34
. .
DR. RATCLIFFE sonceisa™Siss | Mail Treatment crs e
y.
Therefore write to the doctor if you can- :»
not call upon upon him.
FREE BOO
digeases to all deseribing their troubles. ¢
Otftice hours, 9 am. 108 p.m., except

y8, When he may be consulted from ¢
.1}. t0 12 m. only. Address

713 FIRST AVENUE,
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* TORTURED AND HELPLESS.

Rheumatism Has Hordes of Victims, and is
no Respector of Persons—South Amer-
icad"Rheumatic Cure Resists His Cruel
Grasp, and Heals the Wounds He In.
flicts—Rglief in Six Hours.

Geo. W. Platt, Manager “World’s” News-
Faper Agency, Toronto, says: “Iamat a
088 for words to express my feelings of sin-
cere gratitnde and thankfulness for wha

becoming worse through the use of medi.
cines, and I gave u my doctors, While in
a-very criticxﬁ, condition, not able to slee
or rest, alway faint and weak, appetite an
digestion bad, and my system run-down
and little life left in me, I commenced to

t muc

record of seeking to interpose every con-
ceivable obstacle’ to the investment -of
capital in British Columbia.

as well as I wis
your great medi¢ine.”

ing onebottle I fe

iSouth American Rheumatic Cure has done.

for me. As a result of exposure I was taken
with a severe attack of rheumatic fever,
which affected both my knees. I suffered
in almost beyond ~human endurance. |
aving heard of marvellous cures by South

in three days I left my hed,

i

Min

usé Paine’s Celer,r Comﬁoun.d. After tak- | American Rheumatic Cure, I gave it a trial, General
ch relieved. I have | 'After taking three doses (he
used in all seven or eight pott,]l'e}s, an?j am [ left me, and.z
NOW & new woman, can enjoy life, and an Now every trace of m y rheumatism h,
to be. Many thanks for disa; r:yd.” y ry

ing Mach
a Specialty.

ry

ine

I

ttings, Wood-Bplit Pulleys, Oak Tanned

Telephene 516

Leather
Engines on application,

: Corner Alexander Street and Westmin
. Sold by Dean & Hiscocks, and Hall & Co. | P.O, Drawer 754,

of the heel of the Granby Rubber
The next time you Luy a pair of
rubbers or overshoes ask for Granby’s and look for
this patter on the heel. There is no need to take
a Granby that is not the same shape as your boot,
*'because they are made to fit every shape of shoe.
A rubber that does not fit the boot will draw the
foot. Grandy Rubbers are thin, light, elastic and

Stpeffectly.  They wear like Iron.

x
WK ILIOOOOOOOOOCOHCONONE

O

|

J. E. MACFARLANE, Mgr, Tel. 449

RKS CO., L.
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A " Younders, Enﬁneen, Boiler Makers and Manufacturers of al] clasres of Machirery'
in entirely | Keep in stock a full supply of Engineers’ and Mill Supplies, Pipé and Fittings, Brass Gcodr,
Steam Fi elting, etc, Estimates for Boilers ¢ nd

ster Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.

Cable address, ‘' Co" ¢.”"
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Edhem Pasha’s Troo
Miloyna Pass Af
ous Confl

3

ELassONA, April 1§
Turkish army, 9 p.m., {
mission.)—Heavy figh
place between Turks an
spossession of the Milou
most fatiguing day wi
tera staff in the Miloun
respondent of the Assog
turned here. The ba
giving the Tarks posses|
Pass, was waged with
able courage and detern
gides. The pass rang
artillery and the rattle
was, however, around
blockhouses that the n
flict occurred. They w4
the ntmost valor and te
respondent was grestly

" coolness and disciplin

In the midst  of
fighting, for instang
jesh soldiers advancin
ing order under a -.:
detached from thfa mai
theless they continued

perfect self-possession

bullets: One of the o
fell. Then the second
and the third received

but the fourth man ¢
‘firing without regard f
safety until the Greeks

The most important (
named Kritchova was §
and defended by ea
Turks mostly attacked
order, firing independg
dom fired volleys.

The scene, while the
at its height, was exd
esque, Edhem Pasha,
brilliant staff, was
striking group w_lth
going and coming
The ambulance corps w
direction bringing in
faces were black with §
ered with blood. Edhe
every phase of the figh
field glass giving orde
reports with impertura)
It was noticed that ma
‘were scribbled on scrap
with blood. The office
were black with the d
had not slept, shaved o;
days_and nights. R
manding the Turkish a
of magnificent presenc

most masterly skill in p
ies-and in directing the

It is believed to-m
must be decisive. S4g
batteries of artillery
infantry have arrived tq
great combat to-morrow
hilitops on the northe
are strewn with Greek
of many of. the dead
though asleep.

ATHENS, April 19.—T
gavement at Critovalie
commmanded by Genera
able to reform after giy
the Turkish assault.
brigade under comms
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