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CHAPTER VIIL
THE TELEGRAPH SUMMONS—A GLAD SURIRISE
—THE MYSTERY STILL {MPENETRA-
BLE—THE DEATH CHAMDER
AT ROCKSTONE, "

Thomght mail rushed along at full speed,
and in a well-lighted second-cluss com-
partment sat Philip and Annabel, who
were journeying they knew not ]recxsel}'
whither, or even nxuctly for what purpose.

This seems very. strange, but it was
true. They just knew this, that they
werébound for a country place in York-
shire calfed Rockstone, and ' they had
been given to understand that one object
of their journey was to see their unknown
friend—the old gentleman whose identity
had been so strangely withheld from
them till now:

. . - That afternoon Philip had reccived a
tolegram from Mr. Langton, who had
been absent for come days, desiring him
to come off immediately to the address
given; bringing Annabel with him, There
was a word or two added as to the pur-
pose of the sudden journey, the train by
which to come, and the station at which
to stop. This was all, and upon this
limited information they had set out.
It naturally excited them somewhat, gave
rise to some conjecture in their mmds,
and an expectation which raised their
interest pretty strongly.

1t seemed that at last the mystery eon-
cerning the stranger wasfo be removed,
and his name, residenbe, and family
made known to them. This%f itself was
enough to give them & livkly interest, for
the care which had beed taken to keep
them in the dark-had deepened their
wonder and curiosity, and while they Liad
been utterly puzzled, they could not ‘avoid
the conclusion thata s pcm,.l reason e
isted for the ino: .un in which they had
been Lept. ould thiz rea
Le? No amount of u)n_}rmmu had ux.lL
them to fathom that, azd after g
and gues:ing without s n-f.muxy
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Philip leaped upon the platform and
handed ¢ut Annabel, and almost before
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engine's poulerous wheels revolved, ac¢
thie train passed out of the lighted sta-
tion into the unknown d.nl\nu-
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