'SATURDAY EV’NG. MAY 23, 1868,

“-{ ous fun of stren

bmﬁlnr m chief. The
ons of this wonhy, and his ne;:er-
h, ' had obtained tor him
the significant title of lhug -a-doon.
The chief reJoined them.
‘ OQur h has been discovered.—

~ "POETRY.

MAGGIE AND ROBIN.
Maggie sits beneath a lime,
ere the bees are ever !mmmhlg
Maggie's true to trysting time,
Surely Robin must be coming,

Rnbln not a mile away,
Keeps beyond the fence demurely ;

Loth to go, afraid to stay,

Yet his heart is with her, surely.
Maggie plies ker knitting pins,
ow they flash between her fingers,
Pride and anger, mortal sins,

Grow apace while Robin llnger-

Rob, unseen, in ambush stands,
Wonders who's to wear the stocking;
Gazes on her busy hands,
And the tiny foot a-rocking.

Maggie drops the knitting down ;
Crafty Robin hears her sighing,

After one indignant frown,
Pretty Maggie falls a crying.

Robin from his. covert slips,
Robin thmwu an arm sbout lux 3
Kisses thrice her eyes and lip:
‘ows he'd rather die than nu( her.
gie dries her hazel eyes,
hispers low, “my heart is aching
*Bob," she sigh: true and
Kecp and care what you're

** Maggie, I've been over-bold,
And you think so, don't deny it ;
'l restore you twenty fold.”
*No, no, Robin; there, be quiet.”

flﬁBraeggf Yarrow

«dn Historical Romanceorthe
Sixteenth Century.

CHAPTER 1.—THE RAID OF HALSTANE.
Then till’t they gacd w " heart and hand,
The blows fell thick as bickering hail ;
And mony a horge rau masterless,
And mony a comely cheek whs pale,
The Fair Dodhead.

¢ Ding doon Halstate,” was the hoarse

fierce yell of two hundred voices on the banks’
of Yarrow.| ‘Ding doon Halstane,” was echoed |
along the surrounding hills and lluou"h the |
bossy dells; and two hundred men rdde
steadily forward with pulses quickened by

the prospect of plunder. |

The keen December wind soughed through |
the dense forest of Ettrick ; the bare lms |
swayed and crackled uml'gmuued the snow
creaked crisply beneath the feet of the moss- |
troopers’ horses; and the Yarrow water with
its melancholy murmur flowed onward to the

Sttrick through the dull white mist of the
morning, |

Four months previously—that is to say,
the 18th September,-1513—the battle of Flod
don had been fought and lost to Scotland ;
the rashly chivalrous Jumes IV had fallen ;
his child, not yet two years old, had been de-
clared lh(' fifth King James; and the Queen !
Dowager Marg: et sister of the Eighth Henry |
of England, was regent for the nonce. All |
Scotland was mnunnn,; its heavy losses, and ’
the devil-may-care Borderers ot both nations
who heeded not a bodle which side was up-
permost, counted upon a rich harrest, and
set to work with a will to gather in their
stores from North aund South.

The notable rascal, Adam Scott of Tushie-
law, was the first to avail himself of the dis- |
tnumd condition of the country. He could |
mot do much business on the opposite ground |
just at this time, for the army of the poet-
coldier, Earl of \mrn was still unylun»um
ly near the debateable land. W erduro |
like a wise pilterer, tie turped his efforts to
wards the point where profit was most cer-
tain. He had been served with a dish of
clean spurs, so he buckled on his armonr and
daid about him right and left to stock his|
byre.

He had been acknowledged King of the
Borders, and accordjngly he was bound to
support his followers, “and to entertain his
meighbouring chieftains, royally. This he

iled to do, for he had a strong hand,
body, and o sharp wit to plan aud
the me to successful issuc.

As the troop rode up the ma wgniticaut Vale
of the Yarrow the chiet led the way. His
muscular frame was covered with a light-
shirt of mail, but, as it to shew his hardi-
hood or contempt of death, his head was un-
protected save by an or ilmmy Selkirk bon-
net. His principal arms were a long swerd
of more than average weight, and at his sad-
dle bow a ponderous axe. Il) his side rode
a rubicund visaged but slim-bodied man,
whose dress was as much at odds with his
position as his face and body were with each
other. The face was that of & jovial liver
and good cup compauion ; the body might
have been that of u half-starved friar. His |
dress was a nuxture of the mosstroo \(vr s and
the monk’s light boots, a leather jerkin,
over that a somewhat worn friar’s gu“ n and
cowl. The cowl, however, was not in use,

. as the head was "covered by a deerskin L‘;\[n

<1 would give something to have a grip o’
the Hangingshaw ladle at this minute, for
T'm as drouthy as a fish on dry land,’ said
he of the cowl, looking thirstily in

direction Hangingshaw,  the

¢ where every comer

hit of ale from an
alled the ladle.

the best brew in

responded Scot.,

was treated with a dr
enormous drinking ve

“Ye shall have a waft o
Halstane before
laughing hoarscly.

The countenance of the other assumed a
sour expression, and he spoke moodil

“ Ay, but we Il have to tuke o long watt of
blood first.’

¢ Hey, Mess Simon, do you grow timorous ¥

Mess Simon shrugged his shoulders, and
shook the cowl which hung on his back

¢ Not 1, solong as there is fair fi 4
but we are making a raid upon a deserted
home, where is only the husbandless dame,
her dalwhn and some old men who were
not \\oun taking to Flodden.

“ Well,” growled Scout, nettled by the sug-
gestion thut he was |ukmg an unfair advan-
tage of the misfortunes ot Halstane, ‘they |
played us foul in h.uwmg Ding-a-doon's bro-
ther, and Spen’s is our foe to the death.’

«And wow but the leddy’s a bouny leddy,
sung or rather bellowed a loud coarse voice
behind them, |

The voice indeed was almost equal to the
roar of a bull in loudness; and this became
a matter of marvel when the hearer recogni-
zed the owner of the tremendous voice 1n a
creature scarcely four feet high, and whose
legs were barely long enough to cross the
back of the horse which he rode.  What he
lacked in height, however, Gilpin Horner,
the manikin, made up for in breadth and in
the size of his head. He owned a body equal
to thatof Falstaff himself, and his head with |
its bushy red hair was as large as any two
average sized heads of men rolled together.
His arms were long enough to reach his
kuees, his mouth was big enough to take in a
large .lplilL whole, his eyes were of bovine
size and expression ordinari But when in |
a passion they were capable of expressing al-
most a fiendish malice.  His eyebrows were |
thick and lowering ; and his nose big and
hooked like a Jew’s. !

It will be admitted that the appear
this personage wus even more peculiur
that of Mess Simon. To the superstitious |
minds of the clan there was a sufficient air of
the uncanny about him to obtain for him an
amount of fear which served in the place of
respect or reverence, and guve him more free-
dom of action aad \]nuh than any muan
among them dare claim except the chief, and
the priest, Mess Simon, who had cast his lot
with theirs for reasons kuown only to him-
sclf.

In answer to the dwurf's umnupnnnnw
chu.hnlu Jooked round ungrily, growlin,

“Take care that tong urs du not
wag too fust Iur the ' your head.”

“Haw, haw,” roared the ulmul laughing
and shaking his sides usif'he had 'discovered |
some excellent j

“Stop your IIOI‘L muttered u giant look-
ing fellow who rode beside Horner, but whose |
vo'ce was quite drowned in the lhumlunng
guffaws ot the saiter. |

The chief frowied, and touching the sides |
of his horse lightly Tode up to the top of the |
hill before his men

He diew rein on the summit as the tower of |
Halstane was in si h( He suddenly raised
his hand , and ihe I.wol

long,’

Q Ry u_hrnpt stund on

When I reached the hill top I saw a knave
galloping helter skelter to the tower. We
must be ready for a tussle. Advance.”

With a loud shout the mosstroopers put
their horses in motion, and kcepmg well to-
gether galloped over the hill and across the
plain, approaching like one dark cloud the
tower of Halstane.

The ancestral home of Sir Walter Spens
stood upon a craggy foundation. A fosse of
some depth surrounded it and held water
enough {0 make it unfordable. The tower
itself was tall, square and strong; and fifty
men might have held it in deaplte of an
enemv of double the strength of Scott had
lh%y en sufficiently provisioned.

ut at present there were not more than
twenty men in the lower, and they were
mostly old and feeble, i had received
intimation of their lrpmw ing danger in
time enough to drive the cattle into the court,
to rise the narrow bridge which crossed the
ford, and to close the entrance gate. These
indications, however, of & resolution to fight
could only mean that the ancient vassals of
the house of Spens preferred death in defend-
ing the home, the wife, and daughter of their
absent chief to mercy at the hands of the King
of the Borders,

‘ Curse them,’ muttered Scott, ‘if they mean
to fight they shall have it hot enough, I war-
rant. Hither Hornie—ride up and tell the
Lady Spens what I have come for.’

Raising u little white flug which he carried
at his saddle bow, and striking his horse
vigorously with the lance he carried, the
dwarfrode from the place where the raiders
had halted up to the tower.

Waving s white flag,and raising his voice
to lhc londest pitch, he cried—

‘ Ho there, ye who keep the tower of Spens,
as the herald of Tushielaw, our right true aud
mighty King of the Ihndu,, %Lh arge ye
answer.’

TO BE CONTINUED.
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