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British Forces Within.
Three Miles of Cambra1

Town
By Courier Leased Wire.

Reinforced by divisions from other sectors of the -

western front, the Germans are resisting desperately the
British advance on Cambrai,

Dame, less than three miles west of Cambrai and the

Bourlon Wood close by, the most strenuous fighting has
occurred with the British making progress.

General Byng is combining his attacks with conseli=
dated work and the British are firmly established’ ¢ R

their new positions, which

give opportunity to destroy

the usefulness of Cambrai as.a supply eentre as well 4 57

a staxhhg place for a drive

court-Queant liné or west against Cambrai. Heavy fig

ing is taking place at Meeuvres, three miles west, soutn®,.. -
west of Fontaine Notre Dame and at Grevecoeur abouf ffrea)
three miles south of Cambrai, at the.other ep&,qf t);e".
%edge dpven across the Hmdenburg hne Tuesddy and

The,

rai and the Germans have put up a
strong res1stance here as well as at Fontaine Notre
Dame, whieh flanks the wood to the west.

either north behind the Dre, ;

SR ROBERT BORDEN

In the City a Short While

This Morning

Grants Interview — Empha-

tic with Regard to Need-
ed Farm Help

Sir Robert Borden and Hon. Mr.
Rowell, passed through Brantford
this morning on their way
Stratford. They remained at the
Brantford depot for some minutes,
Sir Robert i ldoking remarkably fit,
and smilingly accorded a Courier
man the chance for an interview.

He reported that ia “all his experi-
ence, he had never seen such enthus-
iasm as that manifested at all of the
meetings which he had addressed.
Hundreds had been turned away at
every gathering, and in Stratford last
night, despite the cold, many by lad—
ders and other means, listened at
open windows. Sir Robert said that !
reports from all’ over the Dominion
were most encouraging.

Referring to the resentment which
had been aroused by some Military
Tribunals with reference to the tak-
ing of farmers’ sons and farm help,
who were needed on the land, the
Premier said that such should not
have been done. He was very em-
phatic on this point. Production was

of vital importance, and needed help

must not be touched. He referred. to
the fact that there was an appeal
remedy and said matters
straightened out.
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Toronto, Nov
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casts.
Fresh north to west winds, local| pajjowed.
snow flurries, but generally fair and

quite cold to-day and on Sunday.
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from

would be:

; dxsturb— Irish came under concentrated rifle
= 1ance which passed and machine gun fire as soon as they
over the great lak-|began an adyance,
Thursdayltamed their reputation for valor and
New bombed their way with such grim
Brunswick * while | determination that they drove an -n-
cold jtering wedge into the french system
ig still cen- near Havrincourt.. Northweat of the
tred north of Lake
Heavy [ the canal. Thé elevation was strong-
8 fallen |1y fortified with dugouts, and these |
| oyer the 'Maritime | was a great concéntration pf maginz
' and | guns. The British had no alternative
more SNOW |put to charge the positio
occurred in|glopes, and this they did. The erest

“Duteh Paul” Haiack, LW.W. cr-
~anizer in Kansas, has been fourd io
be a German naval 1:servist.

The lake wrecking steamer Favor-
|xte i3 being sent oceanwards by the
.U.S. Government for salvage work
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. It was amid this. welter of -
bodies and debris that the Ital-
‘jan finés were réformed; they
moved forward steadily and ir-

. resistibly until- the . disputed
was retaken, except at

one point, where the struggle
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|Main Attack of British Forces in Openis
Canal. --Irish Ulsterites Maintaine
| With Grim Determination

By Lounen Leased Wire

British Army Headguarters in
France, Friday, Nov. 23.—(By - the
Associated Press)—The main attack
on the opening of the offensive Tues-
day was along the western bank of
the canal Du Nord, which runs al-
%most due north and south from a
point a little west of Havrincour’.
The main Hindenburg line trenches
were built along this waterway and
the British had to fight their wayv up
the big ditch.

There was intense hard work 21-
most from the start, as the Ulsterit 8
who undertook this task, got in
among the German defences. Be-
cause of the secret nature of the at-
tack, no artillery could be used to
cut the tremendously strong lines of
‘barbed wire in front of the trenches,
and t@.nks were not operating in this
gection. Therefore it was necessary
for the Irishmen to charge the en-
tanglements and bomb them to pieces
in or% er to force their way throusgh.

as a big undertaking,.for thte

but they main-

town_is a high bank on the west ¢f

n. . up the

|sides of the canal with the

the -latter were compelled to desert to withdraw. Dugoubs lighted by

their machine guns and abanden the
site, afid many of them were shot as
they fled northward along the canal.
A large number of prisoners. were
captured in the dugouts on the%hill
and beside the canal; ‘This fight oc-
curred at 8 oelock 'Tuesday morn-
ing.

In the meantlme German machine
guns on the eastern side of the canal
were giving much trouble, and -as
soon as the high bank was captured,
British engineers” began building
bridges over the waterway in order
to give a crossing to the infantry.
They. undertook to have these bridges
comp)qted by three o’cloek, and by
a remarkable piece of work the task
was actomplished. Previously they
had repaired a cause-way in the
same vicinity, and the troops - were
able to ‘get over the canal to the
eastern bank. The Irish infantry was
then advancing northward on both
main
Cambrai-Bapaume highway as their
immediate objective.

Durine the afternoon the Irish'
were held up temuoorarily, becauss of.
the shortage of ammunition near a
sunkeft road southwest of Grain-
court. ‘wkere the Germans were es-
tablitlied in considerable forcas, This
positioh was rendered doubly stroaz

Ly 4 mieHine gun conce:tration norta |
of Grain ourt which could sweep‘tbq

British lines. near the . caual. ' The
ammugition came up, and the Britisp
chargei forward again.  They over-
camée the resistance south of the
(‘axh'br Bapatme highway,

was gained in t(e face of o heavy
fire and desperate bayonet fightinz

The Ulsterites hnrled . themselves
on the Germans with such fury that
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The Germans then were firing with
machide guns down across the Cam-
brai’ -toad. Hand-to-hamd . fighting
occuriad at positions below the road,

‘Germans -finally were foreed |

8 G ARG Y
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electricity were found in the chain o:
defenses along the-highway. By 6.1¢
o’clock’ in thé evening the Irish had
crossed the Cambrai-Bapaumeé high-
way on both sides of the cdanal ani
taken a stand south of ‘Moeuvres.
This was the situation here at the
end of the first day's fighting.

Wednesday -marning the - British
pushed forward, this time having the
support of a certain amount of artil-
lery. ‘Moeuvres was strongly” held,
but the Irish stormeéd the defenses
with bombs and forced their way half
through the village. Here they came
up against a heavy barricade which
they took with the bayonet and for a
time drove the Germans out of the
villag'. N

In the afternoon the Germans ap-
proached from the -east side of the
canal for a counter-dttack, but this
was smashed by machine gun and
rifle fire.

Later in the’aftornoon the German
artillery opened up and heavily sheil-
ed the ‘trenches held by the Britlsh
south of Moeuvres.

Thursday morning the Irish were:
holding mos: of Moeuvres and the
cast bank of the-canal. In the after-.

noon the Germars delivered a sudden;

counter-attack - from the north. and
fter hand-to-hand fighting. through
‘the streets and among the _heuses

L they foreed -the! British to withdraw:|

‘{0 ‘the southern outskirts: This morn-
ing ‘the Irigh: again’ surged forward
-against the town and at an ‘early hour
had worked their way around toward
the north.

In the Grajncourt.section, on the
right of the TIrish,’ remarkable work
wag done by ‘¢avalry on ‘the first day.

'~'.*\-.¢‘(a~.-~».r-.'n UL, S v A S W 3 B N

The horsemen had swept forward ani/
An by Tuesday even-

2
¥

(was found to have a system

e

ing. ' This represented an advance of
about seven thousand yards, wglch is
said to be a record for one.

Two squadrens of horse: womp
lished the downfall of Amnneux and
capfured +it ‘between four five
o’clock in the evening. This. pla(e
of. cata
nombg under the church . and . the
scwer held by the Germans. who had
an electric power station for. lig.b-
ing. . An olaborate ‘battalion - head-
quarters fell into British hands

During Tuesday night the  Ger
mans- counter-attacked Anmeux with:
troops whieh had just been brought
from the hussian front. A" strong
hattle took place and the British
withdrew. Wadnesday morning the
British again attacked- Anne\it gri
recaptured it.

Proceeding northward the British
drove the enemy from' the tronehes
ncar the edge of Bourlon. -wood.
This trench was so remathbly well
camouflaged that no sign Of- 1t was
visible until the British Ger-
man-+faees apparently .co!
the ground. A hand-to-
began. - Later. the
forced - to. withdraw
cauze of

mor

the trencli with the ua)_
*anks ‘anid ~established - h
around the southern’” facc
wood. -The’ troops wlnch
‘Tlesqiiferes and Cantaing
.ered - hard resistance at the
place, the first day ofithe
Tanks ‘1éd the ‘infantry ' in
‘ack, but the: Germans with:
cistance of heavy guns held
whole ‘of« Tueaday in - the
strong attacks. - - Wed
ing the British again atiack

tne | Bullecourt.
' was' the -famous tunnél trench, anj|
1 underground ‘fortification

Akmg Bank of
Bom*bed Wayg on

this time forced the Germans from
the viilage after taking their guns.
. Wednesday the advance was Tad-
id. Sirong resistance was cncount-
red at the sunken road between
Marcoing and . Graincourt and very
heavy machine gun fire - from the
direction oi Cantaing and Bourlon
wood The British, howevel, bat-
tizd theip way forward with rifles
and bayoheis and by noon had forc-
sa an entrance into Cantaing. Wed-

.| nesday- night the advance continucd

and an assavlt was made on Fon-
taine Notlre Dame. The Germans
hyitied determinedly, here and taere
was vedy haind flghtmb ‘at close
quarters before the British finally
drove the enemy out.

The British remained in possession
of Fontain until shortly after noon
yesterday .when the Germans made
a heavy counter-thrust and again oc-
cupied t!:e town. However, the Bri-
tish were forced to withdraw only
a short distance and still hold the
ground ‘from Cantaing to the south
of Bourlon wood. ‘The story of the
fighting at Marcoing and Masnieres
already has been told and this com-
pletes the summary of the opera-

‘| tions 'before Cambrai since Tuesday

monmlg

’rhe{b wasg however, heavy fighting
to-the ‘orth ‘and ‘in the region ot
The main objective here

‘of' great
strength about 2,000 yards long. The
entire trench was mined as the Bri-
tish well . knew angd” behind it the
Germans. had dug 1,000 yards of
support. -trenches. Many concrete

| pill -boxes also reinforced the trench
| defenses.
For a -month the British had been
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three fought the batt.}e of ﬁo
- *The mountain batbenq:&ad been secuted in moun-

theifight ebbed a.lfsd flowed: over
- these positions, the Italians not only brow

- - performed by his mep.

i- Battle Raging More leent-
| ly Than Before in Itaﬁan
| Mountains-~Enemy L

Ces Heavter

Than

Italian Headquarters in Northern Italy, Nov. 23.—

(By the Associated Press)—The battle of the mountains

" is raging with unexempled violence. The Italians again.

. “hold Monte Tomba and Monte Persica positions which’

iE they lost last mght The losses have been very great
. but the enemy’s far exceed those of the Itahans.

there were tlnrty‘ ofﬁcers,

ry.

ermitting a vestige to fall into the.

he final charge of the day came Bt 2
thn»#tgnemn. 'Ehengmy ha id

and the limbers, their pnde
qf

men were eager to advance, pres
ferring death to , being made
prisoners. The enemy losses '
must be very heavy,.but he ‘is -
bringing forward. a steady .
stream of reberves. £

The first army also is sus-
stahlag R."i heavy
Bren ver, where the enemy
rush has been by the .
isplendid resistange of the n.g.
ans,

The Count of  Turin,: com-

mander of the Italian cavalry in
the recent retreat, has out
a written review of \qleeds

stances of individual' a.re

recorded. A “corporal the .
Flomoe iancers was ordered to -

broke thmugh the enemy lines,
but the  colonel commanding
failed to escape. He was the
only man left inside the enemy :
circle, and he was seen to take .
his stand against a wall, pro-
bably prefcrring death to being -
made a prisoner.

The fatc of Oaserta cavalry, .
which ' dismounted and fought
afcot, and of their fellow dra-
goons also is recounted, making .
this recital one of the most
stirring chapters of the recemt
operations. o

A high commanding:officer on
the field, has summarized the
fury of_ the present battles by
declaring he could mnot: say who *
to commend for bravery, as the
distinction = would . require a

al for the entire force em-
gaged. A dis ve ribbon for
bravery, he. would strestch
across the- lt.ﬁhn front.

keeping the Germana nervous by
putting down  smoke farrages tnd:‘
employing gas, The enemy had be-"
come: 50 accustamed to this that when
the British started a flurry of gun
firg at dawn Tuesday, the '

| thought it' was ‘more of. the
'thlng and they ‘'wete caunght~una

The matost A:nsor‘w

:attn:kﬁu

k%éw ‘this nimt

ed.
‘ingly they took’ Mou; a

w’m}‘ 3 %
pert tunnel men. By good fortune
they mastered the secret of the mines
and cut the lead wires. This enabled
the British infantry, which swarmed

(Continued on pege twelve




