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JOINT REPORT ON COLONIAL TRABDE.

The joint Committee to whomn was referred the resoluuons of the two houses of the Legislature
on the sulyect ot Colenial Trade, respectfully report

That having considered the resolutions referred to them in relation to the commerce of' this
Province, and prepared addresses in pursuance of the order of the two houses, they deem it proper to
submit the following report, explanatory of the several objects comprehended in the address to His Exs
cellency the Lieutenant Governor.

The great importance to this province of such a relaxation in the British Corn laws, as will
admit of the importation of our bread stuffs into the United Kingdom, upon payment of a moderate
duty, has been sufliciently explained on former occasions. and His Majesty’s Government are evidently
fuliy iupressed with the conviction of the benefits which we should derive from such a measure. It must, in
truth, very much depend upon our being able to find a steady market for this staple article of production,
whethier we can or caunot, supply ourselves with the manufactures of Great Britaiu, in proportion to our
wauts. Butit is needless to jusist further upon so obvious a truth, We trust that the short experience which
may be had under the act of last year, will induce the Imperial Parliament to render the measure per-
manent, and at the same time, more available to this colony, by admitting our flour as well as wheat, for the
reasons stated in the address. The evident certainty, that the surplus corn which can be exported from
Upper Canada for many years to come, can produce no considerable effeet in the English Market, could
scarcely fuil to obviate any apprehensions of the English Agriculturalists, unless, indced, it may be feared
that the corn of the United States would be introdused in great quantities through the snme channel.—
But, besides, that the limitation of the privilege to a reasonable quantity, for instance, two hundred thousand
quarters, would effectually preclude any danger of that kind, it can scarcely be supposed but that the vigilance
of the Government and of the Legislature of the Province, might prevent such an abuse occurriugto any
very considerable extent. When the bulk ef an article is great in proportion to its value, the temptation lo
smuggle it is the less, and the difliculties are not so easily surmounted, and it has indeed been found that
notwithstanding the facilities presented by a loug line of contiguous frontier, the duties heretofore imposed by
the Legislature upon flour and wheat produced in the United States, which were intended to be prouibitory,
have been seldom evaded.

Upon that part of the address, which respects the :Tulies to be paid in England on Tobacco
grown in this province, your Cowmnittee have to observe, that it is but too certain that the abatement of
three pence per pound, upou the English import duties of four shillings, is not suflicient to enable us to
compete with the foreign grower.  The Legislature in their forier application, desired to be as moderate as
possible in their request: and from the imperfect knowledge which they had acquired of the course of
trade in a production then very recently introduced wto this Province, they erroncously imagined that the
abatement they asked for, would give a sufficient protection. It has been since made apparent that the dif-
ference of cost in producing Tubacco and preparing it for shipments, in countries fully peopled, where
the labor attending the different processes, is perforined by slaves and their children, and in this province
where no labour can be procured whick is not paid for at a high rate, is much greater than was supposesls
and the eflect of this disadvaniage is the more decisive from the necessity, of which the Legislature was not
al mal aware. of ﬂcmhn(r it to market in a more prcpared state, than would uppear neceasuy to persons
unacquainted with the course of the trade in that article. The committee are sanguine in their hope, that
the Imperial parliament will adinit of the statement prayed for, of nine pence per pound on Canadian To-

| baeco, in which case there is reason to believe, that it will be cultivated to an extent which will very mate-

rially advance the prosperity of the Western Dlstrlcts of the Province.

With respect to the Resolution which relates to the expediency of being allowed to admit, free of duty,
the following articles from the United States of America, to wit;—Ashes, raw Hides, Tallow, Plants, Shrubs{
and Trees alive. garden and other Seeds, Gypsum, Paper used for pnnlmg and the travelling Carriages of
persons removing irto, or passing through this Frovince, your commitiee consider that it may be uscful,;.
to oﬁcr the following remarks as explanatory of the several ob_;ects. ;

ASHES.— By the late British statute for rngu]alma duties on nnport'mons. Pot and Pearl Ashes manuho
tured in foreign countries, are charged with a duty of £6 ) per ton, on their admission into the ports. ‘ f. the Ui
ted Kinglowa. while colonial Aah(‘s are admitted free of duty. In the statutes regulating the: col A
Ashes are neither among the articles onumerated as prohlbxtcd nor as admlssnble tree of dut
those to which any specific duty is aflixed. ;. T hey are, therefore, only adnnssvhle mt

¢ United States, on payment of the g ucral ad-valorem duty of fifteen per Cent.
dhmmun alion in the Dritish act, does not regard the country from whence Ashes are
try of whichthey are the manufcture, it ﬁ)llows that American Aqhes 1mportcd ‘n"i .
they must Jda o aueh importation, the ad valorem duty of ﬁfteen per cent, would, ‘hevertheless.i be “ub.;ect oun

their arvivalin England, to the furaign duty of £6. .perton;: ‘and the\consequence ofmou?g% nus ‘bé;

Ashes of the United States, will not’ be lmpmted into Canada’ fqr‘exporlat:on to England Th
. m; wxll ueverthcle;s find 1ts way there -and"the mhabaxtants Of":lllls provmce, will; las the,




