
TIIK CWADIAN MF;rHf AI,

in Cornwall ami Noithorii Anu-iica as it is to llio poor whitrs of

the SoutluMii States. "Tropical (li-<!i.-«->" exist ulH'n'\rr tin-

rpq»iirp<l coiulitioiis arc pn-sciit; if tlicKf comlitionH aro altoird, the

dJM'nfw (lii^nppcar from ''miliralthy " tropical cmuitrics jiiht ns

Ihoy have <lisap|K'ar«'(l from our own "ii(allli\ " IcmiM-rHte climate.

Kvery Canadian student of nied'i-ine should know enough of

tropical di-cases to deal intcllijjcntly with them, should he be called

upon to d«) so either at hom<' or al)roa<l. Thul is a suliicient rea.son,

but there is a second and a wei^ihtii r oim>, for providing instruction

in tropical disea.-o it e\ery medical school. An aciiuaintaiK-e with
tropical medicine i eshcntial to a proper under.-taiidiiitt of disease,

it*« recognition. |)revention and cure.

Twenty-hve years aii<'. cou'paratively little wa- known of

tropical diseases. Since then, nuidi work has i)een done. Schools

of tropical medicine exist in many of the world's universities. In-

vestigators have been sent to the tropics from every active nation.

The record."* of their work and observations from medical men,
hospitals and research laboratories in the tropics form an enormous
Hterature, printed in an extraordinary number of languages; there

is no division of medicine w hich supports so many siM'cial perimlicals,

reviews and ((uarterlies. 'ihe Held is a rich one. I{esearches made
in it have been exceedingly fruitfid. 'ihe discoveries made have
been valuable in combatting tropical diseases, and they have thrown
light upon unknown things in disea-es of temperate climates and,
more inipoitant, they have widened our understanding of health
and disease.

In the tropics a physician can never lo.e sight of mans rela-

tive position in nature. One who ^Indies tiopical <lisea.ses is not
permitted to forget that man is an animal who, in conflict with
other living beings, visible and invisible, is continuously striving to

maintain himself. He is not permit led to foig(>t that nothing in

nature is fixed: that chissilications ;ire only convenient aids to
memory- ft)r living things will not remain within the limitH of a
description which once was accurately their^; that man s immunity
ngain;^t pathogenic organisms i.> maintained i»y a con.stant struggle
with those organisms; that the^e organisms constantly change their

character t^o that the inununity. ))otent against one strain of an
organism, may not protect against another strain althcnigh it come-
froni an identical parent stock.

In the tropics, one is not permi;ied to forget that shicc man
is an animal, he often suffers from the same diseases as do other
animals about him. In Canada, one sonictiii:rs forgets that dogs


