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Wintering Pregnant Sows
Results of Experiments carried on Tit the University of Alberti to Deter mm

Cause of Hairiest Pi%s
By A. A. Dowdh, Professof of Animal Husbandry
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anm ta be ferfertl* normal hat" la- > 
> eefSeiewl vitality ta withstand the 
eÇaifUealtlee ef y sang pig,, md Hr far 

The greatest wwtallle. however, la <iae 
to the appearance of the dreaded heir 
leae pig Owe aian eaaie la thla nfdee 
laet spring with a el element antaethlag 
like thla: “I bred 100 gtlta hurt fall 
with the Idea of raining at feeder plga 
thla year iaalead ef haying them at 
the etoekrar.lr The Drat I* gilta have

k alreadr farrowed and practically every
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litter bee leva hairless Whet eaa 
do to aave the ether *1 littéral" He 
had haem feeding a ration eoaaSMlng 
targelv of abort a and the gilta were ever 
fat. Wan the dlfSrnlty doe tn the 
feed, to the gilta being too fat, or both! 
Another breeder atatea: "I am going 
not of the hog Jieeineea thla fall for 
the aimplr r. »«..n that | ig loeeee at 
lime of farrowing have mined my |»n 
Sin for the laet three yearn " A 40

reeel !•»«• i« certainly a handicap 
the prpdnetion nf any elaaa of live- 
atoch at any lieie, bet m 

larTy joat now with the aaeeeaa of the 
grenleel war ia all hiatory depending 
on nn adet|nale food oapply.

Kiperieneed breedera agree that 
heavy loanee follow yearn of early 
front a where large quantiles of froren 
grain nr, fp.l 1., thn pregnant ar.wa 
for thla rraann many have been Arm 
ia the I relief that froren wheat run- 
Inina rrrtaln |mleewooe poopertien that 
make it uawiited to the brood " new 
ration Other eontead that the great- 
eat dlfflrollien follow long, eevere

winter a. where w»ww have a lendenev le 
remain la their alee ping q earl ere rather 
than nantie for a living. Thla baa led 
them la the eeeelnaton that lark of 
eserelee, InenfSeient water, toe little 
freak air and leek of aaalight are all 
important feet era Will of here lay the 
blame le a toe heavy feeding ef berlev. 
lark of ; a. a venir nul) 
mineral matter, aowa hemming too fat 
and enmeroee ether eaaaea. Practically 
every hog rainer kaa had hla own theory 
no to the netoal eaaaea ef the I near a. 
bat when the ideae ef these diderent 
nun were braeght together in an at 
temtrt to make their reewhe of eervlee 
to the beginner, it noon heeame evident 
that they differed an widely In their 
mweloeione that the ewly aafe methnrl 
of pmeedare wu elimination thmngh 
careful eiperimehfation The Animal 
llanhaadrv Department of thla inetilu 
tu n Iv-linr ing that the question had a 
direct bearing on the campaign for 
■eater |mrk production, haa been dr 
Voting considerable Hate end experi­
mental spare to this work daring the 
year Joat pound.

Many experiments reunite yearn of 
re re fa I repetition befoW results are of 
any considerable value. Certain phases 
of this work are far from settled at 
this time, bet It ia felt that manv of 
the revolt a are definite and ran be net 
to immediate aae by tht practical 
breeder. We are prepared to go on 
rerord as to the suitability of froren 
wheat In a ration for pregnant sows; the 
elf eels of et resolve barley feeding: and 
as to whether lark of exercise, too 
little fresh air, and a total absence of 
mtolight will or will not result In hair 
lew pig». In outlining this experiment 
no attempt was made to select feeds

that would make the moot------,
rations under exist lag readttlem | 
was denoted autre import aal te keys a 
the bottom and determine shahr 
feeds that are available w meat pm 
forma could he fed with safety to teg 
naat breed aews Feoso mirai
eaa be dealt with after the eimiu 
of the different feeds la frtonni 
However, all feed, both stormag w 
evening, was cnrvfallr weighed, e tlx 
we have dehnlt# Sgorvs as la the <■ 
of the different rat lean.
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froren wheat aa a feed fat pgm

X Heme for a ratios mattrtiay • 
lirrlv nf whole OOta

S. Heme for a ration of straight hr 
ley, and barley soppleawatod vat t 
protein rich feed.

4. Importance of sunlight, ffegpk ar. 
and exerelee.

5. Value of mineral matter Is h

(I. Hhould brood sows be firm at 
stent arreu to water, or will garni a 
suite follow eating snow.

Breeds Used
*i 11er hah ires—lan ! woyesr eM 

and three gilts.
IV Duroe-Jerscve—four twoywrdl 

• sows and 15 gilta 
12 Tamworths- two two yearoHaw 

and ten gilta.
All M sows Were purr bred. Ike sgrt

urr heard fmm to*sows having been pu: 
ing Alberta breeder.__ ... ora, while Ike
were raised on the Vnirerxity hm 
In each ease the aged sows were Id 
sisters and aa thev were the daw d
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