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| CONSCRIPTION AND1REFERENDUM.
TylTtl'the*^onscription ËnlaîTcTtEe"referendum 
’ ' motion of the leader of the Opposition, as well 

as the six months’ hoist of the measure proposed by 
Mr. Barrett, all voted on and disposed of, the present 
issue of the Liberal Monthly considers that a very 
fair and accurate measure of the different aspects 
of this remarkable piece of legislation is within its 
province. With this in view we present herewith 
five speeches delivered by Liberal members on the 
Military Service Act of 1917, as fairly indicative of 
the different appeals of the measure. The first of 
these is the speech of the Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, representative of the referendum view. 
The remaining four are made up of two in favour of 
the government measure, by Messrs. F. F. Pardee, 
chief Liberal Whip and Hon. G. P. Graham, respec­
tively; and two in favour of the referendum by 
Hon. Chas. Murphy and Mr. A. B. McCoig, M.P. 
for Kent. Mr. McCoig voted for the measure after 
the defeat of the referendum proposal.

The people of the Dominion have by this time 
a very clear conception of the wide powers and scope 
of the conscription measure. They likewise have 
awakened to the significance of legislation of this 
kind in the circumstances. The rights and liberties 
of Canadians are threatened through the medium 
of the Empire, that is, a defeat of British democracy 
in the present struggle would have far reaching 
effects in this country. All parties recognize and 
admit this. Every section of the Liberal party 
favours the maintenance of Canadian military 
representation at the front in as large numbers as 
this country can furnish. The one point of differ­
ence of opinion lies in the best method to secure 
these additional troops. Some members of the 
Liberal party believe that conscription alone will 
secure the required reinforcements. These Liberals 
are entitled to their convictions, which must be, 
and are, respected by all true democrats. Others 
hold that a referendum would be more in accord with 
Liberal principles, considering the undoubted fact 
that the present parliament is a moribund body 
and absolutely without mandate from the people 
to deal with a matter of such vital importance, 
'Constituting, as it does, a departure from precedent 
-of the most radical kind. Particularly strong is 
the position of advocates of an appeal to the people 
when the conduct of the administration in the matter 
of recruiting is considered. Every evidence points 
to glaring blunders and worse on the part of the 
government in this department. It is asserted by 
Liberals of the referendum school that voluntaryism 
in Canada was systematically harrassed and finally 
killed by the adverse influences operating within 
the cabinet, a view which the controversy between 
the Prime Minister and the former Minister of Militia 
has greatly strengthened. Conscription Liberals, 
on the other hand, while admitting the maladminis­
tration of the militia department and the govern­
ment, point to the necessity for more men at the 
front as sufficient reason for hoping and trusting
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