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THE HANDS OF GOD.

The Epistle for to-day tells us about the 
Hand of God which is stretched down into 
human life. “Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God.”

i. God’s Hands are strong. The Hands of 
God are shown in the Bible performing dif­
ferent kinds of work for men. -It is the Hand 
of God that helps us in troubles ; by that Hand 
we are, to quote the Collect, “defended and 
comforted in all dangers and adversities.” He 
tights on our behalf against our enemies, we 
are guarded and protected by His Hand—for 
we are to live, sheltered and secure in that 
mighty Hand. “My sheep hear My voice, and 
I know them, and they follow Me: And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neitheç shall any man pluck them out 
of My hand. My Father, Which gave thèm 
Me, is greater than all ; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of My Father’s hand.” Again, 
He can hold all the care of the world in His 
strong Hands. We cannot bear our cares 
alone. But care need not overwhelm us if we 
remember St. Peter’s advice, “Casting all your 
care upon Him, for He careth for you.” All 
your 'care—yes, we are to placq it all upon 
Him. The only safe place for our care is in 
,the Hands of God. • •

x: "2. God’s Hands are tender. In the Collect 
we not only pray to be defended “in all dangers 
and adversities,” but “defended and comfort­
ed.” God’s Hands comfort. So strongs are 
they that they uphold the whole universe. But 
that which upholds and protects also consoles. 

—The .hands o£ a skilful surgeon wonderfully 
combine strength and tenderness—how power­
ful and yet how gentle ! So with God, “Who 
hath measured tjie waters in the hollbw of His 
Hand,” and yetis the'Same of Whom we read, 
“And God shall wipe away all tears from-their 
eyes.” It takes gentle hands to wipe away 
tears, does it not? But the Hands which will 
wipe all tears away in the land where “there 
shall *be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
CT>ing,” are the same which uphold the uni­
verse. Well may we pray on this Sunday : 
*Grant that we . . . may by Thy mighty aid 

i be . . -, comforted in all dangers and ad­
versities.” '"s- v |

3* God’s Hands seek for those who stray.
' p €y are stretched out to find the lost. The 
Gospel for this day tells the story of the seek-' 
mg" Hands mdre beautifully than it has ever 
been told. The Shepherd who went for the 
one lost sheep, and the Woman who swept the 
house for one lost piece of silver—what are 
hese but illustrations of those seeking Hands 

s retched out into the world to draw back to 
Jmself those who have wandered away ? 

.Humility is what gives us the sheltering of 
. for humility places ' us in the
tu<je which God can cover us. He shields 
y the prostrate form. We have to bend in 

£der to be hidden by His Hand. We have to 
low m order to be lifted up. “Humble 

yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
> that He may exalt you in due time.”
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Impertinent and lavish talking is in itself a 

vicious habit and a wretched hindrance 
Kem Vr sPlritual proficiency. — Thomas à
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LAYMEN’S FORWARD MOVEMENT.

At the last meeting of the Sunday School 
Commission it was felt that steps, should be 
taken without delay tQ provide the General 
Secretary with assistance in the matter of Field 
and Editorial work. A sub-committee was 
therefore appointed consisting of four lay 
representatives on the Commission, and these 
gentlemen have launched what they hâve called 
a “Laymen’s Forward Movement” in an effort 
to interest other laymen of the Church in this 
work and to secure the necessary funds. The 
sum that is estimated as being necessary for 
the first year’s operations is $5,000, a portion 
of which will be used for the salary of a Field 
Secretary, who will devote all his time to this 
work. It is believed that the work of such an 
official will, in the course of a year or two, lead 
to an increase in income sufficient to enable the 
Commission itself to provide for this additional • 
expenditure.

It is not necessary to say that we agree 
heartily with this movement. Nearly a year 
ago we eihphasized in these columns the need 
of just such a step in both our Sunday School 
and Missionary departments and we have seen 
no reSson for changing our mind. As is so 
well emphasized in the little folder that has 
been prepared by the above Committee, “the 
future of the Home, the Church, the Nation, 
the World, is wrapped up in the Child” and “if 
the CJjurch is to succeed in training her 
children and youth it must be done very largely 
through the Sunday School and related 
agencies.” The next few years will indeed, be 
years of great responsibility and opportunity. 
Before the spirit of self-sacrifice that is abroad 
in the land has been swallowed up in a rising 
tide of materialism, the older members of the 
Church should be brought to realize as never 
before the importance to the Church and to the 
Nation of a decided advance in the matter of 
systematic religious training for our toys and 
girls*. An investment in work of this kind pro­
duces the highest kind of dividends. It pro­
duces dividends for the-Church in the form of 
earnest and intelligent workers, for it is esti­
mated after investigation that 85 per cent, of 
the active workers of the Church come out of 
and are trained in the Sunday School. And it 
produces dividends for the Nation in a higher 
type of patriotism, in a keener sense of duty, 
in a more unselfish spirit regarding the wel­
fare of others, and in a purér home and per- 
sotial life. ,

Laymen have been charged with considerable 
indifference regarding Sunday School work,' 
but there are many indications that a decided 
change is taking place in this respect at the 
present time. When they are presented with 
facts, not fiction, and are convinced that fhe 
work towards which they are asked to con­
tribute financial assistance is both worthy and 
wisely conducted they usually rise to the oc­
casion. No work appeals to them more 
strongly than that among boys and girls, and 
lack of interest on their part in the pak has 
been largely due to the inefficient methods em­
ployed. The Sunday School Commission is 
steadily winning confidence as the result of 
the sanity- of its methods. It has reached a 
point where it must either branch out or beat 
time. The Church cannot afford to let it do 
the latter, and we hope, therefore, that the ap­

peal it is making will meet with a ready and 
generous response.

\ * * * * *
A Million Dollar Superannuation Fund for 

the Church throughout the Dominion is some­
thing worth working for. The Bishop of 

* Toronto, in his Charge to Synod, made the 
suggestion and a committee was appointed not 
only to see that the matter is brought before 
the General Synod at its next meeting but also 
to gather information in the meantime so that 
when the suggestion , does come before the 
Synod the latter will have something to work r 
on. The idea is to leave the various diocesan 
funds as they stand and to create a new fund 
quite independent *of them. If other dioceses 
would follow suit in the matter it would not be 
many years after the termination of the 
until this would be an accomplished fact.

# # * * #

According to the April Monthly Bulletin 
the Department of Agriculture of the Don 
Government, “out of the total estimated 1 
production of 1916, 21 per cent., or 45,1 
bushels, remained in farmers’, hands at 
of March. In 1916, at the corresponding 

l the proportion was 23 per cent., in 1915 i 
12% per cent, and in 19x4 it was 16 
cent.” In addition to the above there a 
the same date 62,764,956 bushels in »
4,884,825 bushels in flour mills, and u 
bushels in transit by rail, or a grant. . 
126,150,137 bushels as compared with 
°5°>753. bushels on the same date ?" T 
79»I3°>S93 bushels on F<
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