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"and then receding end leaving dry land where

. faithful servant of God, the Iate Rev. Arthur

‘subject of speculation, and for-

onjectured that this peculisr qual-

ity aroee from the existence of igmense salt ba-
sins at the bottom of the oceav. Experience
and scientifio investigation have nowhere justi-
fied this theory, and there is now o doubt thay
its ssltneas is dug to the original qualities recsiv- |
ed from the hankls of the Great Creater. The!
amount of ¢ son sall held in suspension by
the ocesn mated at three million cubic
miles, or five times mor: (han the great mass of
the Alpine mountains, Some waters are far
more salt tham others,—7he Mediterranean is
above the Atlantic in this respect. In the Bal-|
tic there is found only 1-18 per cent. of salt wbilel
in the Mediterranean the per centage 4-18. The
saltness of the sea is a provision of infinite wis-

dom to preserve its contents-rom putrefaction

We cannot here dwell on the innumerable cu-
riosities of the oceam, which everywhers teems
with life of various kinds ; nor can we touch upon
ite sctive influence in changing the surface of the
earth, bere undermining or sweepinrg over a coast,

once it found its bed. Bul with all its power in
this respect, its limits are circumscribed. Oge
mightier than the ocean hLas eaid, ** Hitherto
shall thou come, but no farther ; and here chall
thy proud waves be staid.” ¢ He hath compees-
ed the weters with bounds, until the day aud
night come to an end.”— Quiver.

MRS, R. RENTON, LUTZ MOUNTAIN, N. L.
Died, at Lutz Mountaic, Moncton Cireuit, en
16th March, sged 46 years, Mrs. Rachael Ren-
tom, leaving an husband with six children to
wmourn the loss of a pious mother and affection-
tionate partner. She was the second daughter
of Wm. and Margaret Gaskin of Coverdale.—
When our departed sister was young, she had
the opportunity of attending the minisiry of that

McNatt, of blessed memory, whose name is a
housshold werd ia many parts of Westmoreland
County., She always retained a lively recollec-
tion of the sermon he preached, under which
the was. truly awakened by the sjirit of God.
About nice years “since she joined the Free
Christien Baptist Church. * The writer visited
ber during ber iliness, and found her very bappy
in Ged. Her experierce was clear. Sbe de-
perted in the full triumpl: of faith to be forever
with the Lozd. By request ber funeral sermen
was preached by the Wesleyan minister. The
audience was quite large, and deeply solemo.

«+ Sister. friend, by Jesus freed,
Death to thee, to us, is gain,
T'hou art entered into joy ;
Let the unbeliever moura,
We in songs our lives employ,
! we al! to God return.’

W. McC.

Yoonieeiol T3 palonsn
Proviucial "T¢leslepan.
WWEDNESDAY. MAY 8. 1867,

The Methodist Doctrine of
Holiness.

" From a series of ‘articles which 1ecently ap-
peared in Zion's Herald, on Christian Holiness,
we give one in this issue for the edification of
our readers. Methodists ought to be, above all
people, eminently devoted to God. Their
superior privileges, their clearer views of evan-
gelical truth, their avowed object as a charch
orgamization, and the honeur which God has
put upon them as an instrumentality to make
known the glad tidings of a free and full salva-
tion, all indicate that they ought to be & boly
people, and that the world has a right to expect
them to exhibit the highest type of piety, and
the most eminent position in evangelical labour
and succes:.

In the origination bf Methodism, the Head
of the Church manifestly designed to raise up a
special agency for the spread cf geriptural holi-
ness in the earth; and unless we are true to
this our high vocation, our glory will be taken
from us, and the sacred trust assigned to us be
committed to-other hands. There is cccasion
for thankfulness that the pure truth, © the doc-
trine which is according to godliness,” has by
our fathers and by their sons in the gospel been
kept inviolate. -The ancient faith delivered
unto the saints has been held in all its integrity.
But there rests upon the Methodists of the
present age the weighty responsibility of effort
for the difiusion of this faith—that it should be
set forth by faithful teaching, by luminous testi-
mony, by rich experience and by blamelessness
of life.

The Methodist tesiimony in relation to chris-
tian holiness Las bad the very happiest effect in
many instances upon other churches; but the
continued usefuluess of cur denomination, and
our enlarged influence for good in this respect,
must mainly depend, under the divine blessing,
upon gur fidelity to first principles. Nor is it
enough that we hold fast the form of sound
words, Churches as well as individuals may
maintain the truth in theory, and yet depart far
from it in experience and practice. 'We hope
better things of Methodists, though we thus
speak. Yet there is danger. There is”in
human nature a perpetual tendency (o depart
from the living God, and against this evil heart
of unbelief, Methodists, no less than others,
should vigilantly guard. Faithful to our trust,
{he Lord of the harvest has yet a great work for
as to do. The field is white, the labourers are
tew. The emissaries of darkness are busy
The tares of formalism and of scepticism have
been widely sown, even ‘in the nominal church

of Christ. There is therefore the very highest
reason ‘that Methodiets should be true to their
doetrinc. outzpoken and unequivocal as wit-
nesses for Jesus; and especially that they shonld
experience and exemplify the power and purity

of the gospel. The opposition of the enemies of

the truth, and thé misrepresentations they may
utter in regard to us, car. d, us but little harm,
f we are but true to ourselves and to the holy
principles we profess. Ket those principles be
well understood, be highly prized and le
The article above re-

sacredly maintained.

ferred (o, will be appreciated as a sound, scrip-

tural -presentation of christian obligation and
privilere -

——— e e
Frosa the Zion's Herald.]

The Nature of Christian Holiness.

In condescending to the weskness of cur urn-
derstandings to comprehend the supernatural
process by which we ~xe purified from sin, God
sees fit still to employ figures which aesist our

faith and judgment,
1)

\ which has to be refined as by fire.
This most valuable of all metals iz made
moral refinement.

ion is analagous

silver are purified.’

i for uneleannces.”

1 order, “that he might sprinkle,”—not tke mere

We are sometimcs spoken of a8 Gold

‘ ] , 1D
~ & figure, a represontative of the worth of the

precious suman soul, and of ijte capacity of
: jod values the one s man
estimates the othes, and bis process of purifica-
is Hence we are eaid to be
- purified ns by fire;”  purge them ea gold and
) : In his method of sancti-
fying, God *sits ag o refiner to purify ;” the

"

tifying flame, and consumes our sins—as the
alloy iz separated from the gold—* by the spirit
of burving ;” (lea. iv. 4) Again.

(2) Oor Sanctification is represeated under
the idea of a Fountain for our defilement, in
which we zre to “wash and be clean.”

_ The day has ayrived, foretold by God twenty-
five centurics sgo, wien there should-be a  foun-
tain opered in the house of David for sin and
We ate, accordingly, exhort-
draw near-- having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conacience, and our hodies wached
with pure water;” and are * saved by the wash-
ing of regeneration ;” we * wash away our sins,
cslling upon the rame of the Lord.,” The puri-
fying power of him who leads us to thst foun-
tein is ¢ like fuller’s soap,” to cleanse and whi-
ten the “ filthy garments,” or habits of the soul.
“ Patting off"—like defiled and discarded
raiment-—* the old man with all his deedg; and
putting on"—after having been ** washéd and
sacctified by the Bpirit of our God”—* putting
on the new man, which after God is created in
rightecnsness and true holiness” (Col. iii. 9-10,)
we are then clothed with garments of salvetion
and robes of righteousness—* srrayed io fine
linen clean and white”—snd so fitted to approach
God, as “a holy priesthood to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable through Jesus Christ.”
Leaving the figure, that “ fountain " of purifi-
cation is “ the preciou$ blood of Christ”—who
died to save us, not in our sins, but from them ;
he who ¢ poured out his soul unto death” in

ed 1o«

congregation of Israel, but—‘many nations,”
that the millions of mankind might rejoice in the
experimental knowledge of the truth that he
sanctifies his people * with his own blood.”

This is the means by which we aremade holy-
All Christians, always and everywhere, and in
proportion as they are pure and perfect, exult
in this truth, and unite with his saints on earth
and in heaven to .

“ Glory in his sprinkled blood.”

and ascribe the honor and power of their salva-
tion to the Lamb of God, * who loved them and
washed them from their sins in his own blood.”
(3) The greatness ot this salvation from sin
is manifest in the way in which its truth and real-
ity are contrasted with the representative and
superficial sanctification conferred by * those
feeble types and shadows old.” The evangeli-
cal methods are real and not typical ; the means
employed possess a merit and efficacy exclusive-
ly their own,—and the result is that Christian
holiness is personal and moral, and not merely
relative and ceremenial; it is internal and dif-
fusive, making perfect ** as pertaining 1o the
conscience,” and purifying the heart, thus fit-
ting canctified man to render more exalted ser-
v:ce to Him who bas called him with his holy
cailing.,

The Meritorious Means of this sazctificaiicn
we are taught to trace to the death of Chrict.
The Efficient Means is the sgency of the Holy
Ghost. The Condition of our sauciification is
believicg in. Christ. All our salvation, and
every step in 1t, is, ** through faith in his blood.”
The condition is, ¢ Believe and thou shalt be
sar-d.” That seivation being in the degree of
our faith, up to the measure of the trust we
excreise—*'accerding lo the power that work-
eth in us "— purifyiug our bearts by faith.”
Let us now ascertain furtber,

 fear.”

3. The Sense, experimentally considered, in
which Christian men are sanctified.
The three idsas of ceremonial boliness throw
muth light on this part of cur subject. ’l'hg)i
are carried into the New Testament, and present
to our view the nature of morsl purity as
ing of eeparation from sin, preparaticu for
GQod, and consecration to holy service. There,
these figuree became realities, the ceremonial ia‘
merged in the moral and spiritual, and theze
types of purity become real holiness ; hcli-
pess, 1ol merely in the external and visible,
but in the inward and unseen, not only in lhe'
body but especially in the soul and spirit of,
Dan.
(1.) Separation is ihe first fect in Scriptural
Holinesa.
Sanctification begins ir yielding to tie czli of
God. They * purify their souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit.”
In calling them to holiness, the language of
the Lord is, ¢ Come out fiom among them,
ard be separate, and touch not the unclean
thirg, and I will receive you ;' put off, con-
cerning the former conversation, ths old man
which is corrupt eccording to the deceitful lusts.”
« 1 have chosen you out of the world,” to be “ a
peculiar people,” ‘“ a choosen generation untu
me.” God thus “calls out of the world a peo-
ple for hie neme,” and separates them from sin
and sioners. And this is the first act of sancti-
fication, as it really applies to human character
experimentally.
(2) Preparation, by cleansing from sin and
communicating purity, is the pext step in the
precese.  Here, alsc, the types of old strikingly
prefigured this grece of God wherein we stand,
« Having therefore ihese promises "—that if
we would come out from among sinners, God
Almighty would receive and save us—* let us
cleanse curtelves from all filthiness of flesh end
spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear of God.”
He * purifies to himeelf ” this * peculiar people.”
And, when * washed- and sanctified,” they
# put on ” the boly and beautifu! substitute for
the cheracter wbich they have * put cff”—
“ putting on the pew man "—ths caintly cos-
tume, expressing the nature ard relstion of this
fitness for God which follovs our separetion
from sin; the fitness which qualifies us’ for
fellowship with the saints of Christ—the hali-
ress which will be to us *“ the wedding gar-
ment ” when we are called to the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb of God.  Sanctification, tken,
in reference to man, its recipient, and so far-as
it signifies his ** cleansing bimselt,” is for him,
in obedience to the call to holinese, to " 1; from
all his sins to God ; while, on the part of God,
its bestower, it is the recéption of the man, thus
separated, and the sheddirg upon bim the 'sp-
tism of purification to wash away his sins, and
the gitt of ** » vew heart and right spirit,” so
a3 iv endow him with the grace and power ne-
ceseary for his saintly poritioz and duties. First
seporated, and then sanctified and meet for
the Master'sluse and prepared unto every good
wouik.”

(3.) Consecralion is the last thing which com-
pletes the fact of sanctifieation. Itis the con-
sequent dedication to God’s worship and service

holy, —not merely to become, but to continue
senctificd, by employing his purified powers to
holy purposes. The New Testament language
which expresses this, is still derived from the
ceremonial sanctity and service already expisin-
ed. The sacrificial and sacred import of the
terms  present,” “ offer,” yiela,” and * ves-
sels,” * ucriﬁce,"' “ instruments,” and * priest-
hieod,” as applied tg Christian men, will be ap-
parent, 9) :

As the utensiis, vestments, and persons of the
Temple were “ holy ” by separation, fitness, and
devotion to sacred use,.s0 sanctified man is to
* present himself a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable to God,” as * the reasonable service,”
for which the other parts of his sanctifieation
bave fitted him.

Holy that is to.us “ as o refiner’s fire” That

sacred fire goes through our nature as the sanc
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et father ; for every
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He has been * purified from desd works ” to

' or wrickle or any such thing, but that it

of the persons thus * freed from sin” and madsHaw.

—

purge kimself from these, he shall be a veasel tivé that pastor and

uato honor, ssnetified and meet for the Master’s
use.” Living henceforth,  no longer accordiog {
to the former lustsin bis ignorance, but as He |
who bath called him is boly, so be is to be boly
in all manner of conversation,” yi¢ldiog bis
“ gapctified members instruments of rightecus-
ness untp God.” © Being made free from sin”
by separation and purity, * they become the
servants of God,” r-ady, waiting for all his per-
fect will, whatever that will of their and |
blessed Master may be; so that, ** whetherthe

eat or drink, or whatever they do, they do allto
the glory of God,” nd can say, ** ‘Stablieh thy
word unto thy servant who is derofed io thy

Separation, according to the Scriptures quoted,
seems 10 exprasa man's conditional act and duty
in Banctificaticn, what he cen accomplish 1a
“ gleansing bimself.” Under the leading and
encouragement f the Holy Spirid, it is the turn-
ing round of the human will and purpoze, choos-
ing the holy service of God, daring to be singular,
bidding farewell to sin and :i- ners; ro repa-
rating himself from them for time and cternity,
that we may spesk of him, if the term be ad-
missible, as being in a state of relative sanctifi-
cation, no longer standing in connection with
the unbely and profane, but desiring earnestly »
full and personsl relation with the saints of God.

Preparation is God’s especial part in sarctifi-
cation. Man may will to do right, ¢ ¢ me out
and be separate,” and * turn unto Geod,” but be
cannot wash his heart from ein—he can only wait
on God to do it for him, and thue make his
sanctification real and parsonal. 1t is the office
of the Holy Spirit, when man submiis himeelf
to his blessed action, to sanctity 1! cleanee and
fit hi= for all pres

Consecration expresses what God
quires from mav’s fidelity, thet, baving Leen
mede holy, bz may, through grace, remsin so.
Tais faithful ¢edicution is the saint’s perseverance
in purity—-the free and yet conditional devotion
‘of his powers to the holy life for which his sanc-
tification has fittz ! him--it s+
sanctiflcstion.

These ideas «
suit eternity s
world where holin:a:

ical goodnezs.

then re-

ontinued practical
v -pe - thay
vei aler, ‘oey
fy for that
i. the fitness for seeing the

time, and qus

flock should rush into
them; that absence from them should be ac-

counted a sore privation. ) |
We want a dispensation of grace which will
transform each prayerless family into s Church

i

[ of the living God. How many nominally Chris-

tian bomes have no family aitar ! Do not such
know that God bath declared He will pour out
His wrath upon the heathen and fhe families
that call not upon His name? That with Him a
pfayer!eu family is connected with the hzathen,
and that it lives in an unroofed house ! Home !
Its worship should be the sweetest and purest
known on earth. In that coming day when the
glory of Zion shall be as the cloud by day and
the shining fire by night, end on the glory shall
shall be so first © upen the
¢ the esgemblies,”

he a cefence, it
dwelling places,” then upon
—that is the Divine order.

Wanted, mose religion to give zest to secret
devotion. How many dare not go (0 God
elone! How many know nothing of communion
with the Father and His Son! How many go
to the closet = to a penance ard hurry sway
with & ceneglof relief? Such is not the true
worship which can make the desert a Bethel,

Wanted, more religion, until we nave power
in preyer. We spurn the proposition to coufine
cur prayers to the petitions of dead men whose
‘bones have turned to dust, but as well use theirs,
as well crowed all our warm aspiretions, our
deep penitence, cur beunding joy, our exultant
faith, our buoyant hope into the mummy blanket
of their dead forme, as drone out lifeleas forms
of our own ! Let us pray, and that means ask-
ing, seeking, knocking, agonizing, wresstling !
Let us prsy—and that means warm desire,
burning wishss, fervent intercessions end im-
portunate supplications. et us pray—and that
means shat we ask until He answers—that we
will not yield until we prevail. Reader—how
long since you prayed ?

Wanted, more religion, that our lives may be
an evangelical exposition of the gospel !

Wanted, more religion, that our substance
msy be consecrated to the Lerd, that the whole
Church may understand the doctrice of steward-
ship.

Warteo, more ;eligion, that our whole miuis-
try may be infused with the spirit of true chi-

face of Ged, and tor cternn! and free companion-

valry, thst it may desire to preach Christ where

ship vith ¢ the epiiits of just men made perfect.” l be is not named, to lift up the lowly, Lo proclaim

There will tt
be carried to their Lighest pe's
blessedness.

Separation fiom sin rad simocrs forever. We
shall ihere ** diecern the differepce between the
righteous and (s wicked,” for it will bs abso-
lute separstion. Both ** grow together until
the barvest,” but then * ine wheat and the tares”
will be disconnected. ** The King” bimself in
solemn judgment will make thatdivision eter-
nal. * He shall sepnrat~ taem, tbs one from
the other, as the the divideth the sheep
from the gosts,” and will
the heaven * prepared for them from the foun-
dation of the world,” a ce for a
prepersd people.

This Preperation or fiinces Wit be tieir queli-
fication for their posit hey ghall be |
presented ‘- faultiecs before the throne of God.” |
The ultimate object of the Saviour’s sac:iﬁce|
being, ** That be might wash and clesnse vs by
the washing of water by the word, and present
us tohimself a gloricus church, net having spot
should

weicoma the holy to

prepared pi

iun, where

be holy and wiithout blemisb.

And our Dedication to purity and its eervices
there is equally iutende! aud esrured. ‘“ They
shall serve God day and night in bhis Temple”
forever. They wiil be  pillars in the Temple of
Ged, to go out ro more,” Inscribed with the
victor's title, and Dbearing that usw mystéricus
* name” worn by the citizzne of “ the hely Jeru-
ealem.” Beautiful as useful ¢ that per-
mauent sauctificaticn in & siate where the cter-
nal decree is ** He that 1s hoiy
still.”

This is eunctification. How reaconable 2nd
lovely it appeare. How ccrneistent with all the
teachings of the buck of Ged.  Moral, Evangeli-
cai Sanclification, as wcquired by Chrietisn
man, may then be defined az a Separation of the
true servants of Christ from sin, accompanied
by a puri(jing Prepasetion cf their nature
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, and
completed by a permznent Consecration of all
their ransomed powers cf thought, cffection,
and action to the service of Almighty God.—
Separation and preparation being the means,
and coasecration the end,
erown of sanctificatior.

t him be holy

consummation, or

Wanted—More Religion.

The following stirring article is from the V.
W. Christian Advocate :—

Convereing in this office with a brothsr minis-
ter, he said, * What the Metbodist Church
wants is more religion. It will have enough of
numbere, enough literature, enough of eocial
position, enough eble preachers, but it has not
enough religion.”

The theme engaged vur ccnversation for eome
time and the 1 we were |eft ulode, and it hos
since burned like « fire of antiracite coal in' cur
heart, and we esend cut the watch-cry, WANTED
—MORE RELIGION !

W e care not for eeorfing criti xeu\f he
gry peuitent cries, ¢ I want reiigioh,” and the
Father hears him, * Mary yeerw'go 1 expe;
rirnced religion,” is the happy utierance of the
plgrim learing on hia staff, and well we know
why hie eye beame with tnat roft radiancs and
his aged face shines with that goidea glory. * 1
enjoy religion,” eags the stalwart, working
Christisn, acd we comprehend the secret of his
strength.  * Religion susteins me,” says the
dying Csristian, end we wounder not that he
fJordan. It
misunderstand the expression.

hun-

exults amid the swellings « is im-
possible 10 We
knew &t once ihat there is no reference to ¢ di-
vers washings,” to sacrameutal genuflexions,
gowns and surplices, 1o waX
candle¥and the whole parapherrslia of ritualis.
tic nonsense.

We know al once tuat tre 5
work of Divine grace upon the heart and con-
science to tue iove of God shed ebroad in the
beart, to the sanctifying power ~f the Holy Spirit,
the increase of the faith whicly overcomes the
world, the iove that tLinketh no evil, the auclor-
like hope, the joy unspeakable, the meekrcss,
gentleness, goodness against which there io no

wear-millinery, to

ferenc 1? to the

Lthat we mey iise from

We want more religion
the form to the power of Chiistiznity, We have
no distinctive ceremorial formz w3 the reilyiog
cry of a denomination. 'The Papist Las his sub-
mission to the Pope, and the forms at'endant
upon it ; the Protestant Episcopalian his pretty
toy of apostolic succession; ‘the Baptist, a
specific mode in one crdinance and the restric
tion of the privileges of another. Methodism
makes ro such narrownegs her speciality.  She
must exhibit the religion of power, .r ahe rust
be shorn of her strength. Form hus its use,
but if it rule, if the Church is made fer the form
instead of the form for the Church then have
we fallen upon evil days. - {

We want a divine life which will muke the
social meetings of the Church doubly attractive,

wer and | docrs

[ 1
dego.a

is eeperatiovn, fit: d ded n | glad tidiags tc ihke poor, the opening of prison

the bound, the losing of chains to the
t it may be a mimstry of
power, and win meny v Christ.

It is deeper picty, it is more coustent cbedi-
it is more thorough devotion, it is sn
Ch~ist, the Church now

0
te captive ! Tiz

ence,
entire corsecration o
wents.

Wouid tha. Lhe thoughte tbat iir us could be
put intc euc: werds as weald stir car whele
Methodism

We must bave muas
will crush us if we do not, fashion will elee freeze
us into cold proprieties, ever into owr churches
meay come = cold ritualism w'ih its trickery and
baby-shows, we wiil eink ine roufine and our

celigiou, our nimbers

glory will be remeved.
B ——

Sclomon’s Song:

No portion of the Word of God has given rise
to such different interpretations as the Song of
Solomon. Even learned and pious men have
he!d the most oppositc opigions in regard to it-
Some have fclt an utter repugnance to the de-
gree of allegorizing to which it seemed necess-
ary to subject it, in order to find in it any spirit-
ual significance whatever. They bave regarded
it simply as a Jewish love song, so free and un-
conscious in 1is out-pouring of passionate affec-
tion, as to be almost, if not quite, indelicate,
Others have found in it rare treasures of wisdom,
and beauty. Every paragraph bas smelled of
my:7h, and every line has been lcaded with fra-
grance. To some of the bést scholars and di-
viges it kas been a favorite portion of the Bible,
They have found in it a wealth of imagery and
a richness of ineaning that have raised it high
n their esteem and favor. - Dr. Chalmers, allud-
ing to John Pye Smith’s denial of the inspira-
tion of the Song, replies, * It would bespeak not
only a more pious, but a more philosophic docil-
ity, to leave that book in undisturbed possession
of the place which it now enjoys, where it might
minister, as in ages heretofore, to the saintly and
seraphic contemplation of the advanced Chris-
tian, who 'discovers that in this poem a greater
than Solomon is here, whose name to him is as
ointment poured forth, and who, while he luxuri-
ates with spiritual satisfaction over the pages tha¢
the world has unhallowed, breathe of the ether-
eal purity of the third heayens, as well as their
ethereal fervor.” N

The great Dr. Owen made the experience of
life and light to the scul in the perusal of this
book, an evidence of the soul’s piofitable com-
munion with Christ himself ; and the saintly
McCheyne who often dwelt upon it in wrapt
meditation, says, “ No book furnishes a better
test of the depth of a man’s Christianity. If his
religion be in his head ouly, a dry form of doc-
trines; or if it hath place merely in his fancy,
like Pliable in Pilgrim's Progress, he will see no-
thing here to attract him. But if his religion have
a hold on his heart this will be afavourite portion
of the word of God.” Beza regarded the Song
almost as Jacob’s ladder to bear the soul to the
heights of unseen blessedness and the enjoyment
of the bLeatific vision. Rutherford’s Letters as
all know who are familiar with th#ém echo the
tone, and glow with the imagery and the fervor
of the Canticles; and the very same objection
have been strongly urged against them that have
been urged against this book. |

This high estimate is fully confirmed by an
American writer who now appesrs in the field
Rev. George Burrowes, D. D., Professor of Bib-
lical Instruction in Lafayette College, Pa. He
is the author of a *“ Commentary on the Song ot
Solomon,” a volume of 450 pages, just publish-
ed by Mr. James S. Claxten of Philadelphia,
which we have read with deep interest and in-
structic» and are glad to give our readers a
brief outline of its positions. The writer claims
in vindication of the book, that, when read in the
original, much of what is censured as exception-
able disappears ; that the Song itself is in strict
accordance with the nature of oriental poetry;
that Hebrew modes of thinking and writing were
different from ours, and thus, with their peculi-
arities of oriental costume, strike us as strange ;
while much of the alleged indelicacy of the
book is due, not to the author, but to the translators ;
and that this will be made manifest to any one
by the perusal of such commentators as Rossen-
muller, Dopke, or Jokn Mason Good. Nor is
this all. The author contends that the parts of
the Song looked upon with most distrust are
“ capable of a natural interpretation which can-
not offend the most sensitive modesty, and which
tend directly to edification in holiness.” While
some minds can turn all they touch into intellec-
tual gold, others have the faculty to turn every-
thing into impurity, even the grace ot God into
lazciviousness, and his truth into a lie. To the
latter, cvidently the inspired page should not be
submitted, unless we wonld cast pearls before
swine.

To the authoi’s mind, such is the beauty of

Alas {5~ thinly-peopled class-rooms !  Alas for

* « sorve the living God.” 8o that, ' If a men

perticular artiols TUo0 T =vmrsovemes e
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lifeless Inve-feasts ! These should be so attrac- I

this Divine poem, that he uses the strongest ima-
gery todescribe it. “ A few years ago,” he says,
‘“on aclear Winter's might, there burst forth g

clear Northern light that suffused the wbole"‘
| heavens with a rosy tinge, and threw over the

gnow and landscape the same unearthbly hues,
different from anything previously seen, and caus™
ing emotions of inexpressible pleasure in those
who beheld this transient burst gf heavenlysplen-
dor. This Song is, as it were, a rosy burst of the
Divine love, which, through the Lamb, is the
Shekinah of Heaven ; and those whose souls have
the spiritual perception for sceing the .Divi.ne
light here beaming, feel their hearts thrill .wnh
the beauty of the tinge it throws over our blight-
ed and wint -y world. Elsewkere there :an be
seen nothing of equal or like beauty.”

From such !:nguage we may infer the <pirit
in which Prof. Burrowes has undertaken -his
task. After an elaborate introduction, he pre-
sents us with a new and original translation of
the Song, and then proceeds to comment :upon
it in a devout and reverent spirit. Even those
who may disagree with him in bis premises, will
admit that he has thrown a charm of a genial
and pious appreciation of the text over what he
has written, and that his own paragraphs betray
an intimate familiarity with the features of Chris.

the soul to its « well-beloved.” Certainly before
one adopts that view of the Song which was'held
lby Jobn Pye Smith, he should peruse this vo-

lume, which combines scholarship with rever-
ence, and conducts the soul into the presence
of Christ himself, where every one, broken in
heart, may hear the Saviour’s voice, and like the
beloved disciple, may lean his bead upon the Sa-
viour’s bosom.—Evangelist.
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Big Wofds.
BY REV. E. BALL.

Words are the representatives of idess. By
the use of these we communicate our thought to
others. This power is one of the noblest gifts
of Providence, and distinguishes man from all
other inhabitants of the earth, Whilst the
Creathr has endowed man with the power.of
speech, yet the scicnce of language must be
acquired. To understand one of our common
languages perfectly may be considered the work
of a life time—a knowledge which the circum-
stances of thousands render almost impossible.
To understand language, is to comprehend the
thoughts the words are intended to represent.
In most languages we have several classes of
words, all representing the same ideas. One
class of words may be in general use with one
grade of society, whilst a better educated grade
may use a different class. Yet they may all be
either French, German cr English. We have
no objection to a man using just such language
as he sees proper wkilst communicating his
thoughts, provided he is thereby making himsclf
unde:stood. But I protest against a man’s talk-
ing to me in French, when 7 as an Englishman,
can’t understand him—and know at the same
time that he can use the English language as
well as I cav. I might cdmirc the man’s edu-
cation, and regard Lim as a blockbead into the
bargain. Our design in presenting these sug-
gestions, is to call attention to the importance of
using plain and simple words whilst presenting
the truths of the gospel. Much of what is called
¢ able preaching,” falls lighter than chaff upon
the hearts and minds of a very important class
of hearers, [ mean the young persons in our
congregations. ‘

It is often the practice now for ministers to
spend much of their time in “ getting up” their
discourses in such a shape as they conceive will
be best appreciated by the most infelligent part
of the congregation; and it is not unfrequently
the case ihat the minister fixes his eye upon one
individual. Judge A., Dr. B, or General C. is
expected to be present, and the reputation of the
socicty as well as that of the minister is at stake ;
and the discou.:e mvst be such an one as to he
interesting to the Judge, or we may lose him
from the congregation. Ten chances to one the
Judge himself in the meantime, is no little per-
plexed to comprehend fully many of the fine
spun arguments, for be it remembered that there
is often more ignorance among men of this class,
on theological subjects, than many are apt to
suppose. It is a common error to conclude that
what we know so well ourselves, must be known
equally well by others. The Gospel, in order
to save the masses, must be brought down to the
comprehension of all ; and, if it be true, as many
suppose it is, that nearly all, excepting our
Sabbath school children, have grown out of its
saving influence, how important it is that its
great truths be so simplified and illustrated as
to be brought down to the capacity of the chil-
dren! But one may inquire, why adapt our
preaching to the capacity of children when they
are not present to hear it? My reply is, this
would be the .very thing to bring them out.
Many children can’t be induced to come to
church for the very reason that a large portion
of the services are conducted (to them) in an
unkaown tongue. Parents perhaps should
compel their children to attend church; yet
even this, under certain circumstances, will ad-
mit of a doubt, for there are some doubts about
children being benefited, in all cases, when they
are compelled to sit in church from one to two
hours and listen to services, the greater part of
which would be just as interesting to them were
it conducted in Latin. Many such children
have been known to become so much disgusted
with the services of the sanctuary as to never
attend church at all, after they had passed from
under the parental roof. :
‘A second argument in favour of plain preach-
ing is, that usually a large proportion of the adult
persons in our congregationg understand such
preaching better than they do that which is pre-
pared for the ear of the learned critie.
We are not hete opposing the practice, say, of
preaching in French, when that language is not
understood, for all will admit the inconsistency
of this: but the practice we object to, is that of
preaching the Gospel in a Lind of English which
an English audience cannot understand. In
short, the practice of putting so many * big werdy’
in a sermon. How would a minister appear
preaching to a congregation of English hearers,
were he to present every tenth thought to them
in the Hebrew language ? Would not the con-
gregation of such a minister conclude that he
was morg intent on making a display of his
learning, than in seeking the edification of his
bearers? Can any one tell the difference be-
(V'VGCI? a practice of this kind and that of using
Lnglu/:. words in preachipg, which not one
hearer in ten it able to understand. A few
Sabhm'h? ago the writer attended a meeting for
the religious instruction of children. An excel-
lent brother was called upon to deliver an
m!drcm. One.of his peints was to ‘mpreas the
n.mds of}¥‘. children with the great importanee
of the Bibie, and in his efforts to make himself
understood he used the illustration, which went
toshow the analogy there was between a sailor’s
‘ chronomete.” and the Bible. He also alluded
to the way thesc chronometers were reguloted in
the London havhor. He stated that a large
“Dblack ball” conld be seen on the top of the
Observatory at Greenwich, which was seen to
fall e'vcry day at twelve o'clock precisely, and
by t.lus all the sailors in the harbor were in the
ha'bnt of redjilating their “ chronometers.” At
this moment a brother suggested to the speaker

tian experience, and the endearing relation of

But those times of darkness are long past

\ N ¢ v . 9 .o 2
everywaere thought is insisting upen freedom of
expression. The consequence is that comtrover-

Observatory was. ** O,” says he, “ I guess they
all know what en Observatory means.” It was
{then suggested that the matter be put to vote,
« Will ” says the speaker, “ all you that know
what Observatory means, raise your hand ?”
And to his astonishment there was not a child
in the assembly that knew the meaning of the

!lhe assembly that knew what the speaker meant
\'b_v the word “ chronometer,” and besides this, I
|will venture the assurance, that'not ever hal; of
can tell what is meant by that word. Many
illustrations that are used by public speakers,
need illustrating more than the thonght intended
to be illustrated.
[ I do not wisl to be understood as‘dring op-
posed io the use of geod language in the ;‘ulftil,
as any where else. All I conterd for,1s the
use of such language, particularly when preach-
ing the Gospel, as people generally, and .if ‘pos-
sible, such es they a/l can understand, Let this

thousands— Western Christian Advocate.
N U= ——
Minister's Catechism

The Presbyter conteins the following: A
catechism is made up of questions uad answers,
The catectist usks the questions, and i is the
place of the catechumen to give the answeir.—
We ack the questions bel ‘w, rnd we ieave it io
our ministers to cccupy the place of the cate-
chumep, snd make out answera (o the questions
proposed. We doubt not that all can and will
enswer properly. We are quite sure, moreover,
that the thought and reflection rcquired in cr-
der to meke out propsr answers, will be ‘aiike
profitable to ministers and their congregations.
We thus judge, because ministers are gencrally
willing to ree their failures, aud are euxicus to
correct them. Many do no” ueglect in the mat-
ter in question

Qugstion 1. Do you belisve that tke circula-
tion of a religious weekly newspaper is adapted
to promote the cause of truth and godlizess
among the people of your charge?

Q. 2. Is there uot a great dJiffezeace ia ihe
xnowledge aud usefuliess of the peopls who do
end who do not take a religivus newspaper?

Q. 3. Can & minister be a faithfui shepherd
of the flock, who ueglects to piomote the circu.
lation of the religious pross ?

Q. 4. Will not every minister be required to
anawer at his last account, for failing te employ
the religious press -: a means of promoting

pisty and kuowledge ameng his people

regard to whether his parishioners take a reli-
gious newspaper or not, feel a proper concern
‘cr them P :
Q. 6. Have you been as faithfui and diligent
in promoting the growth of your people in re-
bligious knowledge by the prese as you should
bave been, and could have been?
Q 7. Don’t you believe that you can by a
little effort introduce a reiigicus paper inis
every family of your flock ?
Q. 8. Do you not believe that the elders of
your church wou!d sid you in the circulation of
the religious pre:s, if you would urge this duty
upon teem ?
Q. 9. Is it not os really a failure to do your
duty to neglect to circulate the religious press
as to omit the circulati>n of the Bible, or the
establishment {.f n Sabbath-echool, or a prayer-
meeting ?
Q. 10. Czn any minister afford to do without
a religious prees, as & co-laborer in discussing
the doctrines of grace, in promoting personal
hgodliness, in urging the people to benevolent
effort, ard . in commnnicating religious intel-
ligence ?
Q. 11. If you huve a duty to do in this
matter, how soon pught you to attend to it ?—
How eoon will you do it P
BQ 12" Hasc not the conductors of the reli-
gious prees the sawme claim upou you for cc-
operation that you have upon yeur people to aid
you in your plans for the advancement of the
kingdom of Christ ?
Q. 13. Can you consister.tl§ expect to urge
otbers to discharge duty, if you ere negligent in
regard to your own P

S S —

The Controversial Spirit.
Controversies are unavoidable. In the pre-
sent constitution of human affairs, they exist by
the higher law of an intellectual, and morsl, and
spiritual necessity. The progress of truth and
of right is conditioned upon their existence.
Without controversies human life jn all its rela-
tions would bscome stagnent, and' covered with
missmatic scum. People who are forever shi-
vering with alarm at the approach of a new, or
the revival of an old controversy, forget that
without the agitation of thought, all important
truths weuld fal! into negleot, nad errer of every
sort riot in war.tonness.

The justification of controversy lies in the
fact that the energies of the human soul must
needs be ever alert, mot merely in opposing
things wrong aud evil in themselves, but also in
openiag up a path slong which the wheels of
progress may scfely advance. For, however
passive materialism may be in its subjection to
natural laws, it is certain that human society,
with all its manifold intere-ts, can edvance only
through a severe and remorseless testing and
probing of measures, institutions, custems, opi-
nions, creeds and policies, if haply their defects
way be discovered and their diseases remedied.
He who brings into the Btate or Church a
controversy involving the warfare of one or the
other, may prove to be a much greater benefac-
tor than another who ‘is ever crying “ Peace
peace,” and weeping with alarm lest some per-
plexing chnnge: may come. ‘‘ Let us =alome,”
cried the demons as they saw the approach of
the Mighty One, who came to destroy the works
and the power of the devil. The evil spirits
would have been pleased to be permitted to dwell
in such ease as was possible to them. Never-
theless they were cast out and sent into bepefit-
ingly uncomfortable quarters.

The selfish wranglings of idlers over trivial
afluirs, and the personal combats of reckless
passion, dessrve the severest condemnation —
Maxy disputes which annoy and vex the world
are utterly base in motive, origin and aim, and
are to be ranked among the unfruitful works of
darkness. But these have no résemblames to
nor counection with those grand and compre-
hensive controversies which are ever drawing
within their scope iusereets that make up the
sum of tize public werfare,

" Abgolutism, whether political or eeciesinstical,

bas always tried to suppress discussion zad si-

lencs debate. The fiercest anathemas of wrink-

led acd toothless Rome have been fulminated a

thougand times sgainst all who have dared to

question or controvert any of her usages or dog-

mae. Copertners by a common instinct, the

monaich ana the priest combined for centuries

to play the part of King Aolus, and bind (he

rercunding snd lamenticg winds of human

thought in the dark mountaiu cave, whese por-

tals were guarded by the seutinels which super-

stition and tyransy had traiued to their tervice.

that he had better tell the children wha! an

word. And although the matter was not put to!
{ vote, I am satisfied there werc uot five boys in!

be done, and it will tell upon the destiny of
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