
graco and greeting in the bauds ci' preparing the altar for matins iu the 
th'iv boyfl and girls. lis editors are chapel of'the convent when her taper 
me i of culture, good judgment and brushed some of the lace hangings, 
Catholic taste. and before she was aware of it the

Too vet.iran Catholic noveli t, Mrs. whole altar was ablaze Her feeble 
Anna Hanson Dorsey, is di,ad. N »ble « Hurts to extinguish tin* Hum s were 
woman ! Wo always think of Mrs «{Utte futile, and the fire rapidly ex 
I)jis<\v iu company with Mrs. Sadlivr tendul, while the terrified Sisters 
and Miss Starr. What a trinity m watched its progress in dismay. The 
Catholic literary toilers ! Their gifted chapel, which is on the second floor of 
and busy pens have made possible a the establishment, was quickly a bon 
Catholic literature iu America. A dontd, and the utmost confusion 
surviving daughter of Mrs. l)msoy's prevailed.
—Ellen Loraine Dorsey—has inherited and some
the literary trend of her mother. staying at the convent during the

Since writing my last “Chats By \acation made their way outside, 
the Fireside ” I have received a note where nearly the entire village was 
from a friend in which he says that 1 collected by this time. The interior of 
am wrong iu charging the Education the five t-tcrey building was ol wood, 
Department,or more properly akiug and the tire spread with such rapidity 
the Minister of Education, with tin that the flames soon burst out from 
neglect of appointing a third or fourth every window. There was absolutely 
inspector for the Separate schools ( no means of combating the conliagia 
Ontario. He says that such an ap lion. The village Is unprovided with 
point me nt has been opposed by one n live engine, and one owned by the 
of the Separate schools inspectors, mill, hard by, was out of repair. 
There must be some mistake here. No Water was not to bo had from the lake, 
Catholic worthy of the name and wor- as it was frozen to the bottom, being very 
thy of the confidence ot the Catholic shallow here, and there was even very 
people would dare even secretly to op little snow.
pose such a jus. and needful appoint The interior of the building was 
ment. quickly reduced to ashes, and the zinc-

There aro between seven and eight covered roof tumbled in upon the 
hundred Separate school rooms in this ruined floors, which gave way with a 
Province, aside from the Catholic In crash. All this took place in an in 
diau schools, not a few of which are credibly short t pice of time. Mean 
situated in well nigh inaccessible while tin* Sisters congratulated them• 
place -, and to say that two cllicials can selves that all the human beings in the 
properly inspect these is simply non house had escaped, for all had been 
sense. The Department may say it is dressed when the fire had broken out, 
done satisfactorily, but it is not, and and all had left the building. Buta 
Catholics themselves are the best fresh count revealed that the seven 
judges of the. matter. Sisters above mentioned were missing,

The Toronto dlof» in a late editorial and the. only explanation of their ab 
did the Catholic schools ot Due bee a so nee was that they had gone back 
grave wrong iu saying that their chief into the building to save some articles 
business was to teach the Catholic re which they valued, and had been cut 
ligion. In the heat of discussion off by the spreading flames. Three 
the Globe should be just. N * doubt the charred bodies were found which it 
Catholic schools ot Quebec emphasize was impossible to identify. Among 
the teaching of religion, or better still the children staying at the convent 
religious training but if that be their were two nieces of Mr. N. K. Connolly, 
chief business how, pray, are the thou the well known contractor. The 
8 inds of well-educated Catholic children seventeen Sister who had been saved 
in Quebec graduated from tin irschools? were taken to the presbytery and pro 
It seems, however, that any statement vided with accommodation by Cure 

t about the Catholics of Quebec will pass I Azotte.
muster in Ontario. The convent was of wood, encased

The presence ot the Catholic pub in brick and limestone. It was the 
Usher, Mr. Bmziger's “ Bound Table first branch institution of the Ursn- 
of Representative American Catholic lines of Quebec, with the exception of 
Novelists,” on the editorial table of the the house at Three Rivers, since the 
New York Ereniny Post has aroused foundation of the order in Hi:>2 at 
the spite and spleen of the unworthy Quebec. It had been first erected in 
successor of the American poet William 1SS2 under the direction of Monsig 
Cullen Bryant as editor of the Post. neur Racine, first Bishop of Chicoutimi, 

Benziger Brothers are. well known brother of the present Bishop of She.r- 
as the most enterprising Catholic pub brooke. It had at first been a wooden 
Ushers in the United States and are structure, but had subsequently been 
doing much to spread abroad good enlarged and encased in stone and 
sound Catholic literature. The brick. Up to the breaking up for 
authors who have a place in this Christmas it had accommodated one 
volume which was provoked the rage hundred lady pupils from all parts of 
of the Post are indeed representative, the country.
Not a few of them are known in seen The building and contents were in 
lar as well as Catholic literature. It is surt d for 812,000 in the Quebec In 
surely a round table of Catholic talent surancc Company, which company had 
that is encircled by the following sub insured in several others, there 
gifted authors : Maurice Francis Egan, being six companies interested.
Walter Rocky, John Talbot Smith, The Rev. Father Marcoux, chaplain 
Father Emu, Miss Dorsey and Miss of the R isuline Convent of Roberval, 
Sid lier. related the story of the tire to a Mon

But the Post gnashes its teeth because trial Sfar correspondent, 
these authors are of the household of At, a quarter to d o’clock Sister St. 
the faith — not agnostics. Nothing Rem I, whose name was Mlle. Her 
good can come out of Nazareth. So mina Hudon, of ltebertville, was light 
it proceeds to hack away at Catholic ing some candles at the crib, which is 
fiction in general and the représenta in Catholic chapels at this season of the 
lives in the Round Table in particular, year, when the draperies caught fire. 
This attack is not surprising when we Another Sister, who was in the chapel 
consider that Catholic authors are sys- at the time, hastened to got some water, 
tematically and studiously ignored in When she returned the whole chapel 
a I histories of American literature, was iu flames.

The‘seventeent h century proscribed Meanwhile Sister St. lierai had been 
our faith, the eighteenth century our endeavoring to smother the blaze, but 
political rights, and it remains tor the had only succeeded in getting herself 
nineteenth century to place an inter horribly burned. At this point the 
diet upon our intellects. Catholics, convent bell was sounded, and this 
however, have a remedy for this condi awoke Father Marcoux, whose apart- 
tion ol things. What is it, you will ments were situated immediately over 
ask ? Simply to foster and build up a the chapel. The bell only awoke him 
Catholic literature of their own and in time to make his escape in his night 
thereby aid the enterprise and good gown, carrying his soutane over his 
work of such Catholic publishers as arm. The flames burst up through 
Benziger Brothers, whoso excellent the flooring of his rooms, which were 
publications do so much for Catholic speedily destroyed, with their val- 
literary culture and the preservation of Uablo contents, comprising the 
faith among the people. The man whoso personal effects of the reverend 
only criticism of Leekv’s “Mr. Billy gentleman, Had he got the alarm 
Buttons’ is to sneer, is a bigot and of no half a minute later he believed 
more consequence to literary lif e than that he would never have got out alive, 
a toiling and moiling out in an ant n8 the smoke was so thick that as it 
hill. was he was nearly suffocated. Ho

found the nuns outside, and is positive 
that four at least out ot the seven who 
perished had got safely out, but had 
gone back again, some to try and 
rescue some oi the records of the com­
munity, and others to see what had 
happened to those who had so gone in 
but who did not return.

The four children, Rily and Annie 
Connolly and Alphousino (Josselin, 
neico of one and sister of another of 

. the victims, and Theresa Ranglois,
life. 1 ho next decade of years must — -♦ daughter of Charles Rangloifl, of Mon -
surely establish in the l nited States a A CON’VENT BURNED treal, were heroically rescued by Sister
Catholic literature permanent and -------- _ Marie Do Ra Providence, nee Emma
current which will be at once the pride sv x on Nun* Perish at Itohcrval, qttc, Retoumeau, who lost her own life 
and solace ot our people. afterwards; for, having gone to the

I say solace because the intellect oi Four bare walls are all that remain dormitories in the top story, roused the 
every man and woman must needs bo of the V rsuliue monastery of Roberval, onOB | l0m their beds and hurried
satisfied, and what can be more grate- Rake St. John, and seven out them out all barefooted trorn the con- 
ful to every true Catholic than a liter of the twenty five Sisters have V(M1^ Hh,. again returned inside and 
ary atmosphere, which has its root fallen victims to the conflagration waB j10t again seen alive.
and flowering in our holy faith. The which took place there at an ----------------- *----------

is 19, is substantially the same as the rose of Calvary and lily of Getbsomani early hour on the morning of the (1th. i Law and Justice
present school law of the province. Un will then bloom where the poisoned } The following are the names of the j
tier this enactment every substantial weed of error and decadence crush j Sisters who lost their lives : Mother ! Raw is not always justice. Bylaw
progress has been made by the cause out the flowering virtues of the . Ste. Françoise de Vaille, formerly ! the first Christians were sent to the
of education in Quebec. Since Çonfed- h«*ai t. « Elise Gosselin, of St, Jean Chry Henry VIII. became
oration a number of important amend- A Catholic periodical worthy of tome : Sister Providence, formerly | head of the so called Church of Eng­
in en ts have been made in the, school special commendation is the Weekly Emma Letourneau, of Quebec ; Sister j land. By law the Irish people were
laws, chiefly in the direction of divid- Boùqu edited In Boston v the poets : . I rsule, formerly Corinthe Mear* I denied education and their prl
ing our educational work into two sec James Riley and Henry Coyle. It is mv.au, of Ste. Boy : Sister Ste. Anne, ; were hunted like beasts of prey. Ra­
tion s, Roman Catholic and Protestant, well worthy of the name.. The Catholic formerly Ran re Hudon, of Hebert ; law every tyrant has wrought evil,
and of giving the Protestant section ot Youth's Companion and' its advent has ville ; Sister Ste. Antoine do Padua, All ju t laws made by due authority
the Council of Public Instruction com- marked a new era itr the current Gath formerly: Catharine Bouille, of Dvs ! are. to be obeyed. All unjust laws, not 
plete control over Protestant schools, oil ter Ste. Dominiqu are to bo
by placing the choice el all school The Bougu t has an arr j of < n ril ut l,mu- j Girard, of obeyed until they cart bo duly amended,
cfïRers for Protestant institutions in ora which assure s Us literal's success Roberval ; Sister S:e. Louis, formerly un fis ci remit*:.-me-
the hands m the Pr< testant Com mitt e and
An important guarantee has been ; mothers cannot do better than place to n e opposition becomes a right if not also
given that these appointments will be I this weekly messenger of literary At 5 o’clock Sister St. Radegarde was a positive duty.— Catholic Review.v

sir, in the name of all our ir embers, to express 
tu you our earnest appreciation and deep 
/ratitude for the many favors which you 
have extended to us, and f r the helping lin'd 
which you have giver, to the tuicce>sful 
organization of an institution devoted t ; the 
cause of Christianity and higher education.

Respectfully yours,

EDUCATION IN QUEBEC. of some of those self denying men who mado in a manner rccopUble to the
were for a time amongst the professors Protestant minority. It will not, 1 am
of the Jesuit college. The result of sure, be for a moment supposed that 1
their labors still endures, and Canada am seeking to drag in here the discus 

\%r i „ _ l i will ever revere their names and keep sion of matters foreign to our • t v, We much pleasure In repro- memory green. In connection and our Pro vine, when I referas
ducing, from the Montreal Star oi with the old Jesuit college may be proof of he satisfaction of the minor- 
January hi, the following brilliant mentioned the Petit Seminary oi ity in Quebec with their pn. *nt 
speech delivered in the Quebec Regis* Quebec, founded by Bishop Rival iu status in educational matters to 
lature by Hon. M. F. Hackett on the 1068, and which, fur many years, the somewhat remet utterances 

. - . , served as a preparatory school tor in iavor *ol extending a stmt
:: ® Education m the Prov* tp(1 Vi,'|, ,. Before taking leave lar sys n of

luce of Quebec : eutirely of this period there is one their own to the minority in another
, , ...... . , other reference that should be made Province which wire made by such1 feel that there Is no excuse what- g* r,^ Congregatlou de X„m. leading , tiucationai anti oritl. s as Su­

fi <- ,9h tUe °r mu tbe I Iimo in Montreal, tonnd.-d in i s',:; bv Win. l)aw the vx Prin -i,.,l < f Meimeot the bon. members othu, House Ma °lte Bourgeois tor the educa- Gill, and Dr 11 méfier, the'respected 
m urgmg what they must all so freely *' f r, TJ0 work of ,he ledlvs Chancel . r ol M.sh )PV cl:.- ;e of l,-n- 
and so readily admit, namely the no- flf th° *nvont tiXti;llded so rapidly noxvillv
P 1 an°? ° a piopei sys.em ol publie that thev were unable to meet it them- 1 have no hesitation in ri imii’p 

! uc 1 J1’ ,uo* lbe individual s,|veB) :ind wore obliged in liifis, to that but little fault can to found with 
one, Ut a.so to the community In organizea class in the art ot teaching our educational institutl.uis. In fact 

which he lives and moves and has his * teachers, whom thev are on a par with the best that
Q'^tate and tothe they B8Ilt out‘ tocarry on the work ot exist anywhere The professional 

i t en itself. I'-it since the duties teaching that they were unable to do men that have been turned out bv 
and responsibilities ol prov.dmg educa- themBel‘eB. Tha fa,t ls important Laval and McGill Unlvereltles and by- 
ion or the masses aie no longer con because it marks what mav be called Bishop’s College of Le.uuoxville are to

fined either to the parents or teachers, th() Normal school work done In day found in the, foremxd rank,; of
but are shared in and to a certain ex thi vlDce. It is somewhat of an life all over the civilised world,
ti.nt supervised by the State it became object lesson, too, to the many young Some of the. li-at business men in
a pai t of the duty of the Government, p80pie w),o now-a-days consider them Canada and the l nited States gradu- 
and especially of that particular mem- fu„ qualfllad t0 become ated from the High Schools of Montreal
, cf 0 .1 to whose department tegchera without undergoing the best and Quebec. All who are in any way

etougs the „reat cause ol pub (raining as soon as they leave school interested in the cause of education 
'r U'.StH-U"UI'11' iV bl!comes the duty (bemselves. It may not have occurred have cause to be grateful for the noble 

of m^\ sail and colleagues to-day to see t0 an the members of this House that bem-factious made by wealthy and 
that no stone is left unturned in the th ordered things so differently patriotic citizens to these institutions 
important work of providing for the in ‘what we aru aecustomod to con- of learning that so admirably build 
rising generation of the masses ot the gMor th(j backward days of two hull their superstructure of classical, phi! 
people the very best and most ap dre(j years ago. In lsdti, when the osophical and scientific lore upon the 
proved sy stem of education tha t is com fl t t as mada t0 provide foundations of a sound elementary 
paublew.th ourresoureesandourm ,ar Normal schools f0r this education.
come. Tms is why the present admin prov(nce the Vrsuliue institu- This latter is decidedly that to which 
tstration, having solved the great tlong at Qaebee and Tnrce Hivers the State should direct its efforts. It 
question ol an equilibrium betweeu wflre reqUe8ted to arrange for Is that to which the Government spec 
revenue and expenditure, has turned , , the training of teachers ially desires to direct the attention and
its attentmn to that next Important in COUDPCtion with their institutions, the sympathy of the 11 
ono ol public instruction. The au and in dH87, when the three existing quent Mr. Chauncey Dcpew laid down 
nouncement contained in he pro Xormal 6Ch<’ols were first established, the oth-r day in New York that vie 
gramme speech oi the hon. leader of the girls’department of the Laval Nor- meutary education alone should receive 
the Government almost immediately ma|”ehoo, /as placed Ullder tha dlrec the attention of th.-. Smt,-. It is cr 
after the foi mation of his Government, t,on of the iJîdie3 0f the Visuline Con- tainly that w hich in our own country 
touching its educational policy, has, veut at (hlebec, and this arrangement demands our principal care. It is that 
perhaps, attracted more attention than wa8 stiU in force. In the latter part which, notwithstanding its progress in 
any ol the other important déclara of ,he last coatuVy and early in the the past, leaves the most to be desired, 
lions ot the treimor. present one, a large number of other and has been the object of severest

. has been followed b> weighty ex _ schools were established iu various criticism. The defects which have 
pressions cl opinion frotn all parts of partg 0f the Province. Homan Catho been pointed out are not, generally 
the Province in favor of educational lic schools were conducted in the large speaking, defects of the system. The> 
reform. Phese opinions have been by vllla„RS ullder ti,0 direction of the are rather due to circumstances, many 
no means coniined to those woo are curf -pho ydobee Education Society, of which are for the present beyond 
political supporters of the present ad undflr tbe able presidency of Joseph È. our control, such as the spareness of 
ministration. Liberal as well as Con perrauit and the British and Cana- the population in our country parts 
servative new-papers have joined in dian gehool Society also did much for and the consequent poverty of some of 
the movement. This is as it should elucation by supporting schools tn and the more thinly settled of the rural 

'-.s Q convinced that about Qaebec and Montreal. school municipalities. It is to these
neithei the Gov ernment noi the The United Empire Loyalists gener- that the Government has believed it to 
public would not have it other- me united r- npire i.oyausts geuci lh„ir ,aaio,,npnwise The question of education al,y started a school la each ol the bo its dutj to come to their assistance, 
wise. xne quesuou oi enucation f p,tabliphed bv them iu aud lt IS coming to their aid at theis one that should be entirely divorced settlements estaousned ny tnem in . ib, moment after com
from nolitics It is the duty of both Canada, aud immigrants trorn the 1 possmit moment aaiiirom politics^ it is too ciuty ot ootn , f erected lo" school PlRting its work ot restoring an
provemont® auTfn so fai as U maybe houses in their townships by voluntary equilibrium in the finances that the
possible in’tho perfecting of our educa efforts where they sent their children nut bcibrevou ** ”
tional system Though the resnonsi- to be taught, defraying themselves the xeady been put betoieyou.biUtyo? action Ties^Uh the Govern cost of the school/ In order to reach °in Uuebcc
ment the privilege of making sugo-es the period of 1820, when the hrst sys- condition ot education m ,uebcc 
mem, me pnviuge oi maaing sngges v schools was established is by no means as bad as thought inlions for imorovements in this great 01 1 uouc scnooij v.as estaonsnea . Th hwork belongs equally to both in this Province, I shall pass over the some quarters, the hon. gentleman, 
work oemugs cquatij to ootn Institution a kind alter referring to the details ot thebew inlt 1 hTvo' âÜdVSraSTo of State ComS i“«ion, and Minlsteria, measure, as already out 

the fact that the newspaper press upon a'so over the establishment of the ln®> b> ‘"mlcr; S)*®dafpal"^Bniu
b„,E sides of p xlltlcs have freely ad- «oya grammar sehoo soaiontrea and
milled the need for the Government s Guooec ana tne classical uouc^es oi vnv„,d
action foreshadowed bv the Prime Min- Mcolet, St. Hyacinthe, Ste. Therese, louchtd upon the vexed question ot
acaon lon.snaaowei oy tne rime jim Ste Anne and I ’Assomn- school books to which the Governmentistcr in educational matters. We have vnammy, ate. evnue ami u axsBomp
lnnied in vain for the sno-restinn of tion. In the year 182!) the first had been pay tog , considerable at-
looked ni vain toi the suggestion ol elementarv school A-t for tention. Their object was to dertrsu7po^defeePtas7n°thecxi^ the'provfncTot '/ueC was passed, crease their cost to parents and
svsim ThtcThas ten siSal^d bf U provided that live trustees, "elected £ ? ^fgklr Lature of unf
them to the public The Government m each parish or township, should have believ .d, bjr a greatm measuie ot um
on the other hand, has made a careful the management ot the schools therein. a°b™t L^heir noUcv of'Pfree books to
stud-of the Situation and of the needs If they erected a school thev received a about by their policy ot tree books to
studj ot the situation, and ot the needs “ . „..„ppdin<, r-.r) ' Thev also poor schools in different parts of theol our schools and our teachers, so far giant not exceeding u>u. iney also * u« tkat it
as has been permitted by the time at rePort^ ^° ^V^wifmade toVch the intention of the Government to ex 
their disposal since their acceptance of ^e^^nd aiso a graiU of lOs for tend the present system of training

Before proceedin"- to speak of the each pupil up to fifty. The system school and dwelt upon the necessity ot 
i.eioie proceeaiuB vo speak oi inc i vnlnntarv and temnorarv one employing none but properly trained

changes the Government would hkc to was a voiuntaiy ana tempo,ary one, noliev would lead ud
make in our m-esent system of miblic and there were no taxes imposed upon teatners. rnis poney w uiu »n ”1rnstn,ctiorVmusrstafèSth™twePhaveC the properity of the inhabitants for ““'thir Z

an educational history in the Province “"ilding^Md to Porfant plank of their educa
beilso" toeb°o aWsh'atimëdn0That tZIZ bay certain fèes for the bhfidrcm in tiona. platform, namely, increased

largely identified with the history of attendance. The teachers were paid “herEducational relorms
the nation Prior to the v-car 1760 directly by the Government. There were many other educational i clot ins
there was no public system‘of schools was no efficient supervision of “'rre^ow enS^in

ssÿirtszsests:

s-jsss arere sss-stss.-kssunder the French re-time and work were, paid upon a certificate of the of the existing systems ot educatu n m 
uuuei tne i renen regime, ana woik r i countv mem- Ontario and the United States.U was™ hiefly :rfiedC on by tar t£j ThesJ'wndWonTffiiTeen The hon. gentleman concluded with

members o raliffim,s orters who had fulfilled. Although this school system obTba-
come out to New Franco to carry on of 182V 32, and the amending Acts, * aud advantages ot .» piopei na 
missionary °vvoiT among the nltiv" b-H much to be desired, over one thou. »<>nal system of public instruction, 
tribes ot Indians. The Recollets, the sand five hundred elementary schools 
Jesuits, the Vrsuline nuns made wore established under its provisions 
Quebec their headquarters ; the Ladies 11 ’’in rural sections oi the 1 rovince ot 
of the Congregation and the Sulpici- Quebec, 
ans selected Montreal as the scene of 
their labors ; the Ursuline nuns and 
the ladies of the Congregation devoted 
themselves lo the education of girls 
and the other orders provided institu­
tions for boys. Thus was established 
the system of separate education of the 
sexes which forms so prominent a feat­
ure of the Homan Catholic schools of 
this Province at the present time.

In aid of their work these orders re 
ceived from time to time grants of land 
from the French King and also bene 
factious from private individuals, 
am not going to weary the House by 
following the interesting developments 
under the French regime of these pri­
mal educational movements in the 
Province of Quebec. It is true they 
were undertaken, largely, in the first 
instance for the teaching of the Indian 
youth, but thev also made themselves 
responsible for the education of the 
children of settlers. The history ol 
some of these institutions, such as that 
of the Ursuline Convent at Throe 
Hivers, and of its mother house and 
the old Jesuit College at Quebec, is 
closely interwoven with that ol Now 
Franco. I must not linger long, 
however, upon these points nor 
upon the heroic deeds, the Western 
discoveries and the final martyrdom

llrlllUtilt Speech by lion, .11. V. Hack- 
ett.

Alfred If. Fleming, 
Secretary Catholic Winter School of 

America.

EDITORIAL NOTER.

I Finally the Sisters 
pupils who had been

A ri.EASlxit sign of the times is the 
interest which has been awakened iu 

Three monthsCatholic literature, 
ago the enterprising firm of Benziger 
Bros., New York City, issued a series
of Catholic novels—“ Mr. Billy But 
tons,” by Walter Lecky (81.251, 

Passing Shadows,” by Anthony 
"York -1.25), “ A Woman of For 
tune," by Christian Held (SI 25), 

The Vocation of Edward Conway,” 
by M. F. Egan (81.251, 11A Round 
Tabic of the Représentative American 
Catholic Novelists. ” Short Stories.
>1,50 — and the demand for them

has been so great that a second 
edition has now been printed.

A ike" despatch from London Eng. 
dated the 11th, states that “ Wm. 
Cook, a lad of seventeen, with a record 
of four years in the Reformatory, was 
convicted ol robbery, and was handed 
over by the court to a missionary, 
w.th a view to sending him to Canada.

! edges here have been repeatedly noti 
.ed in this regard, and Sir Donald 

Smith will again communicate with the 
home office regarding these undesir­
able immigrants.’’ How would it do 
to have a little reciprocity in this mat­
ter ? Wo have a number of young 
and old persons in this Canada of ours 

l who are undesirable citizens, and it 
would be a very good plan to send a 
shipload oi them to the mother country. 
We could also supply a “ mission­
ary’ to accompany them, say, for in 
stance, the Rev. Mr. Madill.

mse. The elo

We publish in another column an 
count ol' the burning of the Vrsuliue 

jvnvent at Roberval, Quebec, in which 
seven members of the community lost 
their lives. This is indeed a terrible 
?. iction. aud we extend to the com­
munity our heartfelt sympathy. We 
trust the good Sisters will shortly be 
enabled to erect a new and better 
building, and we hope that the Catho- 
... people throughout the Dominion 
w.Il in this their time of dire need ex­
tend to them practical aid iu the under­
taking. Canada owes much to the 

. sitline Order. For centuries it has 
sent into our homes ladies who not only 
graced society with their presence, 
but whoso character and example ex­
erted at all times a beneficent in 11 a- 
ence.

.

The “ Old Catholic"’ schism so-called 
I has almost become extinct. It was 
8 -ismarck's aim to substitute it for the 
£ Catholic Church of Germany, and for 
| this purpose he gave the “ Old Catho 
I lies” the churches wherever they could 
I muster a pitiful congregation, but he 
I succeeded only in making the real 
^ Catholics more attached than ever to 

.heir faith, though they were compelled 
to build modest new churches lor their 
own use. Now the principal men 
among the “Old Catholics” are return- 

5 ug to the Church iu large numbers in 
I oil parts of Germany and many of the 
I rtlecongregations of schismatics have 
I a.ready completely disappeared.

| I r is understood that Mgr. Francisco 
I Sogaro, who was recently sent by the 
^ Holy Father on a special mission to 

Alexandria, has in view the object of 
I bringing about a reunion of the Copts 

j of Egypt and Abyssinia with the Cath- 
I xie Church. The Catholic Copts of 

® Alexandria number eighteen thou- 
g and souls, and among the Schismatics 

: r.ero has been for several years past a 
marked desire for a return to Catholic 

I unity, many conversions having taken 
K place, of both clergy and laity, but 
H several Schismatical prelates, who are 
1 altogether independent of the other 

riental Schismatical bodies, are said
■ :. be now impressed with tha necessity

: : forming part ol the universal
■ Church.

Catholic writers in America are — 
thank God ! —on the eve of compelling 
recognition, despite the ban of their 
faith through which little minds like 
that of the editor of the Post survey 
each Catholic literary product, for the 
genius of Catholic intellect, like the 
genius of Catholic faith, is too groat 
and mighty to be shackled by sneer or 
statute and will conVnue to blossom 
and fructify in the freedom and light 

Thomas O’Hagan.

CHATS BY THE FIRESIDE,

For the Catholic Klcord.
No feature in the growth ol' Catho­

licity in America to day is more 
grateful and encouraging than the. 
advancement of Catholic intellectual

The elaborate report of the state of 
education in this province drawn up 
under the direction of Lord Durham in 
1831 and the publication in 1811 of an 
important series cf letters of Charles 
Mondelet concerning a Public school 
system for the province, prepared the 
way for the Act of 1811, which estab 
lished a Common school fund, provided 
for a superintendent, tor elective school 
commissioners, the dissentient schools 
for the minority, and introduced the 
system of compulsory taxation for the 
maintenance of the schools. This law, 
as modified in 18 K; and amended in

i
of Gnd !

Ir would seem that Apaism has mad« 
B Ik final spasmodic fight in Massaehu- 

K : tits. This State was ono of its strong- 
I holds, but recently elections were held 
I In fifteen municipalities, in several of 

E which A. P. A, tickets were placed in 
B the field, but they were badly beaten
■ in every contest. The proscriptive
■ society appears to have received its 

B death blow during- the lato presiden-
j vial campaign, in which Aperient was 

l® absolutely powereless, notwithstanding 
K the arrogance with which it made or 
B rejected nominations to that office he- 
St fore the real issues of the contest were 
9made so prominent as to relogato Apa- 
6 - S to a dark corner.
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almost exclus 
Quebec : again 

neglect the last 
ike of the earlier 
ver the first cen­
ter to get down 
ijcct is to present 
challenge critic- 
ceptable in any
m.
ter explain Dr, 
tbe scope of bis 
following words, 
il Gibbons' last 
ador of Christ. ’’

ulii lie incorporated 
mtiiig reverence !. r 
emimdying an ole - 

ir p>-stein ol govern- 
respective iuuvtiv.iis 
.1 and executive de- 
srequired f jr Amer- 
ship and tlie duties 

These lessons 
i conspicuous place 
of which our coin,

; and which serve as 
ird progress. Tltey 
tetch of the Nation’s 
tris ts, whose martial 
ie rising generation

1 "Canadian" lor 
a foregoing, we 
tilt and spirit of 
he field of history.

“ History should 
t of what has been, 
luisitions on what

information we 
vork is now almost 
vill look forward, 
atious,” to its ap-

y that we wish 
imaginable suc- 

iis own account 
he book will be an 
he public, and a 
rger and more de 
Janada," which he 
he future.

'TED AVAIS.

vriter of so many 
igious novels, has 
in his efforts to be- 
a French Academy, 
is a character to 
lerto it has main- 
on as being the 
1 the best authority 
e, aud though we 
38 French authors 
opularity by writ- 
us vein, we cannot 
m have secured a 
y in the past have 

first rank as Uter­
is not the case with 
leside being of evi* 
even literary merit 

In fact, it is only 
sh nourishment to 
if the human heart 
I at all. This has 
large constituency 

y in France, but in 
nerica, and other 
se languages Zola’s 
ranslated.
a certain amount of 
ot be compared with 
lustrions writers of 
ive adorned litera- 
i'8 of the Academy 
his opinion, as his 
-ated by eighteen to 
iis name was pro- 
hip during the last 
iume also that the 
't give its approval 
ature to which Zola 
elf, the writing of 
istic pictures of vice 

Such literature is 
mirage the vices it 
writings should not 

- respectable home, 
ily the most disgust- 
ts of human nature. 

1 well to reject his 
mbership, but it is 
ads to persevere in 
ission. It is to be 
or of the Academy 
ranee will not be 
less.

RECOGNITION.

etter from the Secre- 
ic Winter School of 

eloquently to the 
Hagan is doing for 

l and Catholic litera 
an set forth the scope 
:he Catholic Winter 
in the pages of the 

iastical Review, the 
Circle Review and 

ctensionBultetin : 
Orleans, Nov. 8. 1896. 

ï, F.«q„ Arthur, Out : 
ae regular meeting of 
.1 held last month, I was 
to yon by letter the sin- 
lembers for the valuable 
are rendered our school, 
ss assistance which your 
ilmteri towards tlie estab- 
s ot tlie Catholic Winter 

Permit me, then, dear
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