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1ASON %\)t Catholic i\rcort) the Papacy," he says, “ for supremacy 
that iu any survey of the present re
ligious condition BSISSli SaiEgsis

exquisite care from thv »acr<-d fellolti.-» why not put it Into the church, rather the contrary, the ,,nv liuruing tuple l. llvr ju»t t<i lav
of two ceutune» aud a half (H.jmimd than keep au autiquated ayateui, iuelll among non i ithulie Amerieaii., lirait),■» I lia hand upon yourshould,t in a friend-
Uoaaea Modern ItnglUh Literature ). clout, uneconomical and productive o( politic», is religion ly sort of way.

“The influence of the Catholic abu.eJ' was asked. Those hard headed, .uccessful men of
Rheims version on the l rotestant auth- * ‘ The present conference boundarivh the world cannot be fooled bv setihit- 
orized version is very considerable, and have given rise to conditions grossly tional and posing preachers ' Tiiev 
the compilers of the latter borrowed l.ad and they ought to l.e revised/ said know that snatching the fag end of the 
largely from this older C atholic English one speaker." latest fad or crime and ringing the
version, with no other acknowledgement • Another matter of great importance Changes on it. is not preaching the II.is. 
than gibe (Dr. Carl, t m (protestant) was the adoption of a resolution favor- pel. They sense the falsity ,,l the wide 
o 1 the Authorued Nersion). Then, with jug the restoration of tile pastoral time performance and are sick" of it. Occa-
f}}.?iiat hll“ beeu said, the 1 rotestant hmit. Until I IKK) there were varying sionally they will warm to some evan-
niblea of every version are seveu Books limits on the time that clergymen might gelist woo aqema to believe what he 
short of the whole Bible as accepted by stay at churches. Since then all limits says, but they know it is emotion and 
Christendom at large. There are seven have been removed This plan, the not demonstration, and no real aid to 
more Books in the wiim Bible, which laymen hold, does not work well. The them, 
the Catholic Church possesses, so hers resolution, which was presented by 
is the Standard Bread of (iod’s Written Charles I*. McClelland, formerly State 
Word, while the authorized is below the Senator, of Dobbs Ferry, provided that 
standard quality in weight. it has been demonstrated that the aboli-

The British and Foreign Bible Society tion of the time limit not only has not 
has no centenaries. It is but a century beeu of advantage to the ‘ministers, 
old. The oldest and the only Divinely- churches and cause of Methodism, but 
founded Bible Society is the Catholic has proved unsatisfactory and a hin- 
Church, and her centenary counts two drance to the work. The'conferences of 
score already, for she started in the llrst 1912 are to memoralize the General 
year Anno Domini, and covers all the Conference to restore the five year 
part centuries from then till now. The limit." 
mass of Protestants to-day neither have 
nor do they read, the Bible, nor do they 
care for it. Go round to the majority, 
one will find the cheap and suggestive 
penny-dreadful, the penny Sunday 
paper full of the week's unsavory crimes, 
and the rationalistic piiaraphlets sold 
on certain book stalls, but in very few 
will one find the Bible. An Anglican 
vicar searched round his pariah and 
found no Bible in any house except that 
of a devout Catholic family. The Cath
olic Church never put anyone to death 
for tim Bible, hut, many of her priests 
aud people were put to death lor its de
fence and preservation during the per
secution of Diocletian, (fourth century).
To her alone do we owe the Bible to
day, aud from her pulpit all who attend, 
both Catholic and Protestant, will hear 
to their great spiritual profit the doc
trines of the Bible and the preaching of 
Christ Crucified.—America.

everything in Scripture : for the holy 
Apostles delivered to us some things in 
writing and other things by Tradition."

Dr. Paterson says that the written 
word has the “ note of sufflieney." This 
is another opinion that will not bear 
investigation, and is fast becoming 
obsolete iu the theological camps of the 
nou-Catholic. As proof of our state
ment we may cite Dr. Briggs who is a 
Biblical scholar of acknowledged prow
ess. This eminent Protestant is in 
direct opposition to Dr. Paterson in 
this matter. In Whittier, p. 11, he 
holds that the New Testament does not 
give us the entire instructions of Jesus 
Christ, the sum total of apostolic in
struction. The Bible does not decide 
all questions of religion. It does not 
decide the mode of baptism ; it does 
not clearly determine whether infants 
are to be baptized ; it docs not defin
itely confirm the change from the Sab
bath to the Lord’s Day ; it does not 
clearly fix the mode of Chnrch govern
ment ; it leaves undetermined a great 
number of questions upon which Chris
tians are decided. The Bible does not 
decide all questions of doctrine. It 
does not decide all questions of morals. 
And Dr. Delbriick concedes that the 
Protestant Church, taking Scripture 
alone as a doctrinal basis, is built on

ianager. Fellowship
of Christendom» 

regard must be mainly had to 
its acts. Its movements are guided 
by the highest intelligence and skill* 
Catholicism has a unity, a compact
ness and power which Protestant de
nominations
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TUE SU A VEXCEltS 
It is not a difficult task to be a scav

enger of polemics. Any man who can read 
can find in the histories an abundance of 
material to whet an appetite for scandal 
and for the delectation of a certain type 
of individual to spread it over the pages 
of fiction and essay. But this kind of 
writing, with its rhetorical invective, its 
false aud distorted views aud betimes 
calumny, is not of yesterday. It has 
been iu honor, but the reputable his
torian has, by presenting facts in their 
true light, placed a ban on the too lux
uriant imagination. We have no hesi
tancy in admitting that the Church has 
seen dark day a. There have been in 
high places clerics of reprehensible con
duct. Prelates aud rulers of the Church 
have been guilty of grave offence 
against the moral law. Sins have 
abounded in the ecclesiastical state. 
All this has been chronicled and may be 
viewed as proof of how far men, forget
ting principle and duty, may go away 
from the path of rectitude. But the toll 
of sin and disorder is no legitimate ar
gument against the sanctity of the 
Church. To collect moral delinquencies 
of clerics aud to point to them as the 
fruitage of Catholic principle is in line 
neither with logic nor fair-play. The 
writers who inveigh against the sanctity 
of the Church on account of the un
worthy lives of some cleric» should show 
how these evils can be traced to the 
doctrines of the Church. A socialist 
who denounces wrong and oppression 
and clamours for a new order of things is 
bound to show that Christianity is 
responsible for wrong and oppression. 
It is strange that these writers who have 
keen eyes for the unsightly should be 
blind to the moral beauty and the heroic 
sanctity of many of the children of the 
Church. Round about them to-day are 
men and women who wear the white flower 
of a blameless life and are exponents of 
the love aud truth which we claim to 
possess. If they read but the names of 
a few unworthy popes, why be silent 
with regard to the great majority of St. 
Peter's successors who have been the 
most potent religious and moral forces 
of the world. If they are at such pains 
to call attention to the dead and de- 
eaying they should be fair enough 
not to ignore the living and healthy. 
But our readers know that pleading evil 
in the Church as an argument against 
His Holiness is but an appeal to the 
ignorant. The Church is holy in her 
doctrines, in the sanctifying m ans of 
grace, and in the number of her children 
who have been docile to her teaching* 
This note of sanctity is resplendent i n 
her martyrs and saints, in the continu
ous succession of miracles. When we 
say, however, that sanctity is the exclus
ive mark of the Church we do not de
clare that the non-Catholics are devoid 
of either natural or supernatural vir
tue. Many of these sincere aud relig
ious persons are spiritually united with 
the Church. However, says an author, no 
matter how many members the sects may 
have who are holy, their holiness is not 
derived from any sect but from the 
Catholic Church. The clergy of the 
schismatical sects iu the East and West 
have certainly been the instruments of 
much '•eligious and moral good to their 
people. They have accomplished this 
good work by means of sacraments, the 
Bible, the creeds, the doctrinal and 
moral truths and precepts retaiued and 
inherited from the old Catholic tradi
tions. The great mass of people will 
look for this note of sanctity, not in the 
history of past ages and other countries, 
but in the living present, examples of 
the prelates, clergy and faithful who 
are living amongst them. The example 
of bad and careless Catholics is the 
greatest stumbling block in their 
way.

do not possess." Von 
Hartmann says : 44 If there should be 
really a church which leads to salva
tion, no matter how, then at all 
events I will

nd interest 
ivings ac- 
one dollar 
ore.

It makes a man feel queerish ; it makes 
the teardrops start ;

An' you sort o' feel a flutter in the re
gion of your heart 

You can't look up an’ meet his eyes ;
you don't know what to say 

When his hand is on your shoulder iu a 
friendly sort of way.

O, the world's a curious compound, with 
its honey and its gall,

With its care and bitter crosses, but a 
good world after all ;

An' a good God must have made it— 
leastways that is what 1 say 

hen a hand is on my shoulder in a 
friendly sort of way.

search
immovable sovereign church -and will 
rather cling to the Rock of Peter than 
to any of the numberless Protestant 
sectarian churches.” We might cite the 
testimonies of Dr. Schaff, etc., but the 
ones given are more than a sufficient 
equipose to Dr. Paterson's statement.

ifil'T CANADA
EET

Protestantism logically tends to abso
lute individualism in religion. That is 
one principal reason why Protestant 
men have ceased going to church. Ac
cording to its tenets, a man may remain 
at homo on Sunday and do more solid 
thinking about his soul than if he went 
to some meeting-house aud listened to a 
minister trying to say something 
Non-Catholic Americans are too honest
to RO to church when they oouaider the The extensive anti valuable library o 
whole service a sham. the late Monsignor Lmghlln, of Phila

But to conclude from this that they delphia, was bequeathed bv him to the 
ap- have ceased to take an interest in relig- Seminary of St Charles R.irr.imem 

prove of these innovations and, these ion, that it does not influence their Overbrook Pa 
innovations once imposed, will break minds and consciences, that they are
from the Methodist sect. contents materialists, would be a‘great Iu honor of the twenty-llfth anniver-

n wo arc able to see tile happy mistake. They have come to set' that sary of his being created a Cardinal and 
dream of unity fulfilled when the lay- what has been presented to them as re- the Golden Jubilee of his being ordained 
men are accorded a voice in the gov- llgion is a fraud, but they have nothing a priest, the New York Catholic Club 
erument of the church. Senator to take its place. They are looking for will give a reception to Cardinal Qib- 
MCCIelland may be a good politician ; light, but are rather hopeless about find- bons at its club house, 120 Central Park 
of that we know nothing and cannot iug it. So far from believing that non- South, on Wednesday evening, May 10. 
pretend to speak, but we have a sus- attendance at meeting denotes a decay 
piciou that he is not eminent as a theo- of religion among nou-Catholic men, 1
-°g,-QU. Sorti f* day he may propcao some , -»ui iucliueu lu think just the contrary, i *«''Urn-, V» asliingluu, D. C., have liwu 
drastic change in doctrine as well as in i It is like a forest fire that burns beneath gathering some accurate figures of con- 
organization. And, after all, who is to ; the surface, or a river that drops into a v,,rts who have been received into the 
determine, who has the right to deter- chasm and becomes subterranean. Church in this country. They find that
mine what the pious Senator should be- They are frankly disgusted with during the year 1908 there were 28,709 
lieve as a Methodist ? Do any two Christianity as it has been presented to converts on record.
Methodists believe alike ? Are they 
under any obligation to believe alike ? 
is there any authority which is to de
cide what a Methodist should believe ?
Has not a good Methodist the privilege 
of changing his doctrine as often as he 
changes his clothes—and maybe 
oftener ?

Really, brethren, isn’t it all a farce ?
Honestly, would it not be better to go 
hack to the old Church, the Church, 
founded by Christ and 
through the centuries ? -N. Y. Free
man's Journal.

Another opinion of Dr. Paterson is 
that the Catholic Church bad ceased to 
be useful to full-grown nations. This 
opinion again is not original. It is but 
a part of the stock in trade of the veriest 
ranter.
lecturer, but surely from a scholar we 
should get something better than state
ments that are platitudinous, very stale 
aud not based on facts. We are of the 
opinion that Dr. Paterson will not 
viuce the thoughtful that men like New
man aud Manning aud others were fool
ish enough to become Catholics if the 
Church had outlived its usefulness. The 
facts show that the Church is to-day 
as vigorous and as fruitful as on the day 
when the Pentecostal fire was showered 
upon the earth, 
about the decline of Rome 
Luther did and others before him. But 
the dyspeptic Scot would, were he to re
turn to the plauet, be chagrined at 
seeing the church advancing steadily 
year after year over the British Empire. 
These opinions, formulated by Dr. 
Paterson, are bewildering to those who 
have been taught that scholarship is of 
the finest texture of justice, accuracy, 
aud a profound reverence for truth.

When Dr. Paterson, speaking of the 
Reformation, says that the “ monks were 
lazy ” he gives indubitable evidence of 
the scholarship that, however it may be 
in accord with the methods of special 
pleaders, is certainly a scholarship that 
need not be coveted. When the lecturer 
calumniated the monks he forgot that 
the histories written by men who were 
not Catholics could furnish its ample 
refutation. Lecky, for instance, in 
" History of European Morals,” says that 
in France and Germany the forests 
were felled, inhospitable marshes were 
reclaimed, barren plains cultivated by 
the monks. The monastery often be
came the nucleus of a city. It was the 
centre of civilization and industry, the 
symbol of moral power in au age of 
turbulence of war. These “ lazy monks " 
copied and illuminated the Bible aud 
preserved the treasures of classical liter
ature. They founded the free common 
schools. They led the way in science 
aud progress. Maitland does not hesit
ate to say that it is impossible to get 
even a superficial knowledge of the 
mediioval history of Europe without 
seeing how greatly the world of that 
period was indebted to the monastic 
orders. The monasteries were reposit
ories of the learning which then was, 
and well-springs of the learning that 
was to be : nurseries of art and science: 
the nucleus of the city which in after 
days of pride should crown its palaces 
and bulwarks with the towering cross of 
its cathedral. We are outliving, says 
an author, the gross prejudices which 
once represented the life as being from 
first to last a life of laziness and im
posture : we know that but for the 
monks the light of liberty and literature 
and science had beeu forever extin
guished and that for six centuries there 
existed for the thoughtful, the gentle, 
the inquiring, the devout spirit, no 
peace, no security, no home but the 
cloister. “ The monks were lazy ” 
because the unscrupulous controversial
ist of other days looked upon all tilings 
Catholic as meet objects of ridicule and 
scorn. Aud lecturers’ ui tu day repeat 
the worn-out calumny because they still 
trust in books which are shabby and 
bitter and destitute of honor and vera
city.

Dr. Paterson said in one of his 
lectures that Protestantism rejects the 
oral tradition to which Rome attaches 
such importance. Is this statement in 
harmony with the facts ? Why does the 
non-Catholic observe Suilday instead of 
a Sabbath ? There is no Scriptural 
basis for their practice of observing 
Sunday. Why do they accept the 
Scriptures as inspired ? Why do they 
not obey the law forbidding them to eat 
the blood of any creature whatsoever ? 
This law is found in Levit. vii. 26. To 
justify their observance of the Sunday, 
to assure themselves that the prohib
ition of eating blood has ceased to be 
binding they must call in the aid of 
Tradition “ for it is impossible to find
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CATHOLIC NOTESWe mean no respect to the

Of course, we expect that there will 
be some Methodists who will not

PULPIT, PRESS AM) 
PLATFORMtuhsrr.her 

ived aftei wishes to ■, alter praye 
His bitter p.i Statisticians at the Apostolic MissionCarlyle also talked 

even as ‘‘The Catholic Church aud the Bible 
Centenary" was the theme of a sermon 
preached in England recently by the 
Rev. Norbert Jones, C. R. L. the follow
ing abstract of which was printed in 
the Liverpool Catholic Times:

The Catholic Church not only created 
the Christian pulpit, she also gave the 
world the Holy Bible which she read 
and explained iu her sermons from the 
pulpit. John Wycliffe tried to pervert 
the Bible from its lawful place aud used 
it to uphold the anarchy and communism 
preached by the Lollards whom he 
founded. This abuse the Catholic 
Church rightly 
Wycliffe did not give the people for the 
first time the whole Bible in English. 
History proves that the Catholic 
Church had given us the whole English 
Bible long before Wycliffe was born. 
We know this, continued Father Jones, 
from Protestant authorities such as 
Cranmer and J ohn Foxe, aud on the ex
press testimony of Sir Thomas More, the 
Lord Chancellor of England. Even to 
those unable to read, the Catholic 
Church gave the "Poor Man’s Bible," 
written in a language all could read 
and understand. It was unhistorical to 
assert, tL u, as certain speakers had done 
during the recent tercentenary, that 
Wycliffe was the first to give the people 
an English Bible. It was now abundant
ly clear that Wycliffe borrowed whole 
Books from the older English Catholic 
Bible, which he plagiarised and ap
propriated as though it were all his 
own, a clever but a very dishonest 
trick. Let them read the scholarly 
book on this subject of Abbot Gasquet, 
entitled "Wycliffe and the English 
Bible," in proof of this fact, supported 
by Protestant standard authorities. 
Much has been made of William Tyn- 
dale's so-called Bible, but we now know 
it was a corruption from a badly trans
lated German one, partly Luther’s 
Bible, but much more added by Tyndale 
himself to further Lutheranism. Words 
were put into it by him that were not in 
the original version at all in order to 
attack the fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian Church. Moreover, he added 
to God's Word long and copious foot
notes and marginal references crammed 
with most abusive and inflammatory 
notes assailing all the sacred teachings 
and the worship of the Catholic faith. 
No less than two thousand liter
ary errors and mistranslations were 
found in Tyndale's so-called Bible. 
Nor did Tyndale translate the Bible as 
a whole, but only the New Testament 
and one or two Old Testament 
Books. Others had beeu falsely ascribed 
to him which history now has shown to 
be purely fabulous.

The Catholic Church had already the 
whole Bible in English and Englishmen 
did not want the spurious concoction of 
Tyndale's which, like English State Prot
estantism, was most un-English, nay, an 
inferior article not up to the standard 
but “made iu Germany." Tyndale was 
not burnt at the stake for anything to 
do with religion, but for fomenting by 
his writings, with confederates of his, 
political turmoil and fanaticism against 
the authorities of Church and State in 
Augsburg (Germany). It was done by 
the German Emperor, not by the Church, 
lie had much to do with inciting the re
volutionary horrors there which culmin
ated in the thirty years' war. He and 
his party only used religion as a cloak 
for furthering their own political shib
boleths. To call him a religious martyr 
is simply a perversion of historical 
facts.

As to the authorized version of the 
Protestant Bible, it certainly deserved 
theeulogiums bestowed upon it 
pure and elegant English language and 
stylo. Here, ^however, a few significant 
facts to the credit of the Catholic 
Church should be supplied, which were 
ommitted by the preachers and speakers 
during this Protestant tercentenary of 
the authorized Version. In the first 
place, the English Catholic Douay Bible 
was fully two years older than the auth
orized Protestant one. The Catholic 
Rheims version in English was nearly 
forty years older still. Those who made 
the authorized Protestant version, about 
which so much is being said of its orig
inality, drew largely from the Catholic

ich No. 4, London
a "l hureday of every month 
r Rooms, St. Petei's I’aush 
P. H. Kawahah, Prcsiden1,

them ; its lack of authority, its empti
ness, its uupracticalness, and yet they 
cannot get it out of their heads that 
somewhere there is real Christianity. 
They know almost nothing about the 
Chnrch, and Catholics are proverbially 
loath to inform them, 
quires a Catholic who knows human 
nature very well, especially Protestant 
human nature, to give them any real in
formation.

Indeed, there is a great field here for 
the right sort of missionaries. When 
you think of it, what a tribute it is to 
the Church and what magnificent humil
ity it evinces that men of no specific 
religious denomination will sit down and 
tell a priest things they would not tell 
their own brothers. Yet it Is no uncom
mon experience. I imagineevery priest 
recalls many such instances. They 
interested iu religion, and almost bovish 
in their curiosity and honesty. They 
delight in talking with a priest who 
meets them half-way, and only God 
knows what grace may be given on such 
occasions.

It is a great pity that so many are 
practically insulated from opportunities 
to quickeu the promptings of their bet
ter nature : that the Church sweeps on 
in her great work and can do so little 
for them. I know of no class of men in 
the world who have finer traits than 
hundreds of nou-Catholic Americans I 
have met. They are tied down by wives, 
families and work. They are sick aud 
tired of chanticleer parsons, and the 
sort of thing that goes for religion with 
their acquaintances, and the burden of 
life is heavy.

I feel that many, if they wore free to 
do so and had the courage, would call 
on some priest of their acquaintance, 
some priest who had taken the trouble 
to be friendly and patient with them, 
and say : “ See here, Father, I am sick 
of these imitation religions and am get
ting old. I don't know much about the 
Catholic Church, but 1 know enough to 
see that it is worth all the others put 
together.
You may call this far-fetched, if you will, 
but I think the average priest who has 
seen much of non-Catholics will agree 
with me.

Dr. I gnat z Zalson, of Wien, Austria, 
a well-known learned Jew, in a lecture 
stated that a large number of Jews have 
been received into the Christian Church 
during the lust century.
1900 not less than 204,009 Jews have 
left their religion and embraced Chris
tianity.
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UNREST AMONG THE 
METHODISTSI Indeed, it re-

©
"a condemned. John (By the Rev. Dr. Cantwell, Editor The Monitor] The Rev. Ivenelm Dale Roberts, who 

is the son of Canon Dale Roberts of St. 
Paul’s Anglican church in Lozells, 

h, Birmingham, England, has 
ted priest in the Basilica of

The papers tell us that there is un
rest among the Methodists ; and it is 
but natural that it should be so. The 
product of unrest thei iselves, it is only 
to be expected that this same spirit 
should display itself an ong the brethren.

When John Wesley grew dissatisfied 
with conditions in the Established 
Church, he branched it into a church 
of his own. The samti principle of re
ligions individualism will justify his ad
herents in severing their connection 
with his ecclesiastical

©facilities enable 
?asonable prices, 
?d from the best 
i world.

continuing
ll.mdsworth1 been orduii 
St. John Lateran at Rome. Ilis father 
and mother both journeyed to Rome in 
order to be present at the ordination.NON-CATHOLIC AMERICANS 

AND RELIGION
us to harmonize

♦faxH E Alice Mary, wife of Major General 
E. A. II. Aldersou, C. B., Commanding 
the» 6th Poona Division, India, was re
ceived into the Catholic Church by His 
Lordship the Bishop of Poona in the 
Chapel of the Convent of Jesus and 
Mary, Poona. She was confirmed by Ills 
Grace the Archbishop of Bombay on 
March 21st.

A number of Philadelphia ladies made 
a remarkable record in raising the sum 
of $1,000 within one month, for the pur
pose of founding at the Apostolic Mis- 

House, in Washington, a perpetual 
scholarship in memory of Archbishop 
Ryan. Over $1,000 of this sum was sub
scribed by St. Louis friends, headed by 
Archbishop Glen non.

A practical movement has been in
augurated by the Bishop and priests of 
Wexford, Ireland, against the importa
tion, sale or use of objectionable aud 
demoralizing literature. It is stated 
that " twenty-two tons of printed mat
ter, much of it unfit for the eye of a 
Christian man, most of it unfit for the 
eyes of children and destructive to the 
Catholic mind, are landed w«*ekly on 
the shores of Ireland."

©
I!»-Smith Co. Like Chesterton in " Orthodoxy " I 

have made a great discovery in the 
province of the obvious. I am amazed 
that so many trained observers aud 
hard thinkers have overlooked it, and 
that 1 stumbled on it, as a wayfarer, 
tripped up by some obstacle, falls upon 
a ledge of gold.

For many years back the nou-Catholic 
religious press and the ministers of all de
nominations have bewailed the supposed 
decay of religion among men. They 
have accounted for the devotion of 
Catholic men, as the effect of supersti
tion, priest-control or fear, but as far as 
the men of the Protestant world are 
concerned, they are all but hopeless. 
It is said that they do not go to church, 
do not pray and that religion has ceased 
to be a living force iu their lives.

If you seek evidence of this conten
tion among non-Catholic men, you will 
find it plentiful—at least it looks like 
evidence at first sight. You will find 
scores, even hundreds who casually re
mark : " No, I don’t go to church. I 
consider one religion about as good as 
another." You will find many who 
never read religious books, who are un
familiar with the Bible, except by hear
say. There is one statement in which 
nearly all these men will agree that 
they are not religious.

My discovery is this : The majority 
of these men are religious, though they 
are far from thinking so. They do more 
hard thinking about religion than do 
church-goers. They are more concerned 
about it than anything else in the world, 
except the work that gains them bread. 
Their main dilllculty is that they are in 
a maze. Like Stephen Blackpool in 
"Hard Times," they say : “ It's a great 
muddle."

They may be divided roughly into two 
classes : those who were brought up in 
the strict discipline of some sect, and 
those who have grown up without de
finite religious training. In the first 
case, they have plumbed the shallows of 
the sect, and disgusted, have tried to 
put religion out of their lives, and 
failed. In the second, they have ab
sorbed almost unconsciously an undi
gested mass of errors and ideas partly 
true and partly false. The printed mat
ter which they read presents all sorts of 
objections to Christianity as a true and 
practical religious system, but the thesis 
for Christianity has never been demon
strated to them adequately. Their creed 
is short; they believe there is a Supreme

These men, I am speaking now of seri
ous and upright men who try to do their 
duty, are unhappy. As they grow older 
and the vision of death rises, they be
come more unhappy, 
of them formulate a sort of practical 
code : to do what they think is right 
and let the future take care of itself. 
But this is a sorry solution of life's prob
lem and no one knows this better than 
themselves. They are morbid on this 
topic, like a man who has committed a 
crime and feels he must confess it to 
someone. When they are alone with 
you they want to talk religion. It Is 
the great riddle and they hope to 
stumble on the answer. When a man is 
sure about his faith, it is the last thing 
in the world he wants to talk about. 
But when a man is blundering here and

ST. WEST 
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whenever they aro dissatisfied with it.
When the principle of authority is re- 

jected aud each individual is left to his 
religious fancies and findings, there 

must be continued division until logic
ally there will be as many religions as 
there are individuals to profess them.

As a matter of fact, this is exactly 
what we see in Protestantism, sect 
after sect forming and men in the same 
sect differing from one another in doc
trine and principle.

In the individual sect there will al
ways come periods when the unrest 
will intensify and important changes in 
doctrine, in organization, in discipline 
appear.

Our Methodist brethren are facing 
just now one of their periods. The sect 
is not growing, its adherents declare 
that it is at a standstill. The discon
tented pretend to find the reason for 
this condition in some features of 
Methodist organization, which, they 
claim, have retarded the growth of the 
church. We read in the New York 
Herald :

“ Action taken by the Layman's As
sociation at the Methodist Episcopal 
Conference in Calvary Church, marks 
the beginning of a radical reorganiza
tion of the Church government. In the 
addresses there was bitter complaint of 
the fact that the laymen of the Church 
have little power and that the district 
superintendents, or presiding elders, do 
not visit churches as obey should.

“ It was admitted that there was dis
tinct unrest in Methodism and a report 
was read showing that Methodism had 
made almost no growth within a decade.

44 To stimulate growth and correct 
faults of the present system the laymen 
proposed :

44 To abolish the office of district su
perintendent (presiding elder,) an office 
that has existed in American Method
ism since 1784.

44 To provide general superintendents 
(bishops) resident in the district for at 
least lour years, and iu sufficient num
ber to enable them to come in contact 
with the people.

44 To give laymen seats and votes in 
annual conferences.

44 There was some opposition to the 
proposed changes, but the vote was two 
to one in their favor. They are subject 
to approval of the General Conference 
to be hold in Minneapolis on May 1, 
1912. In the meantime other State 
conferences are to pass on them.

44 The vote will be submitted to the 
conference of clergymen, which, it is 
believed, they will approve.

41 J. Edgar Leaycraft, a layman of this 
city, who took a conspicuous part in the 
debate over the proposed changes, not 
only favored the abolition of the presid
ing elderships but he wanted a resident 
Methodist bishop in New York perman
ently, on the diocesan plan.

44 The report presented by the com
mittee, of which John R. Westlake was 
chairman, recited that it was its belief 
that appointment responsibility and the 
supervision of the appointees should re
side in the office of the same chief dig
nitary. The appointment is now made
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The revolutionary Government of 
Portugal has expelled from that coun
try, and its colonies in Asia, Africa and 
Australia, three hundred members of 
the Society of Jesus. It has also con
fiscated twenty houses of the Society, 
with all their contents, consisting of 
valuable libraries, laboratories, natural 
history collections from the mission 
field, etc.
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want to be a Catholic."

However, this is not the question. It 
is : Are non-Catholic Americans as a 
class irreligious ? Tired of Protestant
ism ? Yes. Sick of cant ? 
bit cowardly about profession ? Yes. 
But irreligious ? Not a hit of it. There 
is more real religion and respect for the 
Catholic Church in the non-Catholics of 
any State in the Union than people 
imagine.—C. W. Collins in America.
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Canon Camille Carron, chief of Grand 
St. Bernard monks, who controlled the 
St. Bernard and Simplon Hospices for 
twenty-five years, and died at the age of 
fifty-nine, received from the late King, 
Edward VII., the gift of a piano, lie 
saved the lives of hundreds off travellers 
on the two passes, and entertained many 
thousands of others, without asking for 
a penny, at the hospices. And so, there 
are some worthy monks, it seems, after 
all.

A Reason Why
Not a few of our Protestant friends 

do not hesitate to say that they cannot 
understand why the Catholic Church is 
making more progress proportionately 
than the non-Catholic bodies, 
tacts quoted by Charles Samuel Tator 
in an article in Success Magazine 
44 The Mad Race for Souls " will help to 
give an explanation. Mr. Tator holds 
that the prosperity of the Catholic 
Church 44 is largely due to its putting 
all the eggs in one basket and then 
watching 
says, 441
their churches, not because there are 
more of them, but because they are to
gether. For all the Protestant bodies 
in the United States combined, the 
average membership per organization is 
101, and the average seating capacity 
per organization is 317. For the Cath
olics, the average membership per 
organization is 969, which is two and 
one-fourth times the average seating 
capacity of the Catholic churches." 
This comparison ought to make a good 
argument in favor of unity among the 
all too numerous Protestant sects. 
Catholic News.

Acting on the arlvlee of Archdeacon 
Hazlett, given to his congregation on 
Good Friday evening, when his duties 
called him elsewhere, the entire congre
gation of the Episcopal Church of Gold
field, Nev., attended the services at the 
Catholic Chnrch on Easter Sunday. 
The visitors were kindly received, and 
wore satisfied with the services. Num
bers of members of other denominations 
were also present. One of the attrac
tive and novel features of the early 
Mass was the presentation by an altar 
boy of an Easter lily to each comm un i-

RATIIER ANCIENT
A lecture delivered by Rev. Dr. 

Paterson, of the University of Edin
burgh, has occupied much space in the 
daily prints of Halifax, N. S. From a 
scholar of Dr. Paterson's reputation we 
expected some pronouncement of weight 
and dignity, but we were disappointed. 
One might wonder why he came across 
the sea to say what has been done to 
death in book and on platform these 
many years. In his lecture on the 
“ Kule of Faith " he told his hearers 
that,while the Roman Catholic Chnrch 
is a genuine branch of the Christian 
Church it is a degenerate form of Chris
tianity. Such is Dr. Paterson’s opin
ion which is shared by others whose 
scholarship wears not the badge of ac
curacy. Against this opinion let us 
hear what Draper says in his 44 The 
Conflict between Religion and Science 
" 8uch is the authoritative demand of

the basket.” 44 Catholics," he 
have larger congregations in

as to its find that most

Earl Nelson, who has done so much 
to promote home re-un ton among Eng- 
lish Protestants, has seen his wife and 
three sons pass over to Rome, 
Soannell O'Neill. His heir, the 
count Merton, is a devout Catholic. 
Earl Nelson himself seems to draw 
nearer the Church as he grows older, as 
is noticeable in his article in a recent 
number of The Re-Union Magazine, in 
which he takes occasion to set his 
Protestant hearers right on the atti
tude of the Catholic Church toward the 
reading of the Bible.
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Courtesy is the crowning grace of 
culture, the badge of the perfect gentle
man, the fragrance of the flower of 
womanhood.
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