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THE SITUATION.

Once more the war alarm is raised in
Europe. It is based on the continued
concentration of Russian troops on the
porth-eastern frontier of Austria, which
are said to comprise forty cavalry regi-
ments, and it is also asserted that
there. has been a great increase of in-
fantry in the same quarter; the whole
giving the impression of the march
of a great army in front of Galicia and
Bukovina. Rassia, too, it is said is about
to raise another loan to enable her to
double-track her strategic railways. There
are counter-statements” which, without di-
rectly saying so, insinuate that one of these
rumors is manufactured for a double pur-
pose : to'induce the Reichstag to accept a
contemplated measure for the increase of
the German army and to prevent the suc-
cess of the Russian loan. Sir Charles
Dilke, a great authority on the subject,
says in effect that there is no present
danger of war, Russia, the only nation
that could begin it, not being yet ready.
Her railways, troops, fleets, and arma
ments have to be perfected before she
can enter on a course of active aggression.
He does not believe that she has made any
formal alliance with France or that she
will do so until these changes have been
made, becanse she does not want France
to be in a position to compel her to take
the field befqre she is ready. Sir Charles
has just had an interview with Bismarck,
and he thinks that is the opinion of the
Iron Chancellor, though he has not authority
for saying so.

In the case of the rock fall on Champlain
street, Quebec, the coroner’s jury, on the
strength of Engineer Baillarge's evidence,
condemned the Ottawa Government for
not takiyg the precautions recommended
by him, in 1880, to buttress the rock. A
reply comes from Ottawa to the effect that
M_" Baillarge's report was a double-barrel-
led affair, and that he has exploded the
wrong barrel. Now the other has been
fired Mr. Baillarge is hit with the con-
tez}ts of his own weapon—the engineer is
l{‘)ht by his own petard. The alterna-
tive recommmendation, on which the Gov-
erument acted, was that certain houses

north of the fatal street should.be pur-
chased, and after their removal a low re-
taining wall built. It comes out too that
the astute device of filling the gaping
crevices with concrete was suggested by
this engineer. When all this was done the
Government was to wait to see whether
any further measure would be necessary:
Wedo not know how Mr. Baillarge ceased
to be in the employ of the Government,
but as the engineer of the city of Quebec,
it would not have been out of the line of his
duty to report if the necessity for a buttress
had been developed. Mr. Baillarge does
not admit to the full extent, the statement
made at Ottawa in rebuttal of his evi-
dence ; and thus the real facts are some-
what obscored.

Sealing vessels from Behring Sea con-
tinue to arrive at Victoria, B.C. The
« Favorite " had 1,700 seals on board. The
revenue cutter ** Rush " was seen by her,
though it is uncertain whether she was
seen by the ““ Rush.” Another vessel, the
“ Theresa,” was boarded by the ‘ Rush,”
and though without any green skins on
board she was ordered out of Behring Sea-
When she arrived at Victoria she had 825
skins on board. At first sight the interfer-
ence with this vessel seems to go to the
extent of denying the right of navigation
to foreign vessels in Behring Sea ; but if
some suspicion attached to her as a sealer,
or if she had some skins on board though
not quite green, her offence may have been
her supposed quality of sealer. But is it
permissible to act on suspicion in such a
case ? Must there not, even to satisfy the
muuicipal law of the United States, be
some positive evidence ? The frequent ar-
rival of successful sealers—three in one
day—at Victoria proves that the Ameri-
cans are not able to take and hold pos-
session of Behring Sea, or to exclude the
vessels of other nations from the open sea
fishery. A claim which cannot be enforced
is greatly wgakened by inability to take
and hold possession.

Accounts from the Athabaska region,
laid before the Synod of the Diocese of
Athabaska, represent the Indians there as
in a state of starvation. Rabbits are said to
have been all exterminated, and partridges
have become scarce; and, as sometimes
happens with wild animals, there was great
mortality among the beaver last winter.
Lynx have become scarce; the Beaver
Indians have killed most of their horses for
food, and the fishery on Athabaska Lake
and the adjoining rivers was bad last
autumn and winter. Several cases of can-
nibaligm are reported to have occurred,
among Indians who have a great abhorrence
of that crime, but who were driven to it as
the only escape from death. Some limited
relief has been afforded by the missions
and trading posts, but how inadequate
these sources were is told by the mortality.
One party of Crees pumbering twenty-
pine is reported to have been reduced to
three by cannibalism. In other instances
death resulted from starvation. In this
extremity, the Dominion Government is
naturally lpoked to for help, and to be

effective 1t will have to come soon. The

Indian can be pauperized as well as civilized
men by having his wants supplied without
exertion on his part. But the present
crisis not only justifies but makes abso-
lutely necessary the supply of State relief.

In declaringvits readiness to administer
the grant of $60,000 voted by the Jesuit
Estates Act, the Protestant Council of
Public Instruction of Quebec makes certain
suggestions to the Government. The fear
is expressed that the Act in question weak-
ens the legal guarantees for superior edu-
cation by declaring effete the law which
made these estates a trust for that purpose.
A request is made that the trust be restored
and tbe Jesuit estates’ fund remain intact,
according to the Act of 1856. It is pointed
out that, on the basis of population, $60,000
does not represent what would be due to
the Protestants on a division such as has
been made. Practically, these suggestions
imply the annulling of the Jesuit Estates
Act by the Provincial Legislature, a policy
which the other beneficiaries would ot be
likely to agree to, and which the Govern-
ment and Legislature are as little likely to
enforce on them. According to one of its
members, Dr. Shaw, the Protestant Council
of Education beheves that it is bound,
under the la«, to agcept and administer
the grant, and that this duty will survive
the refusal of the Government to act upon
the above suggestions, though it would be
open to its members to resign, and some of
them might do so. He is no doubt correct
in saying that they must either comply
with the law or resign their trust.

A gentle and not, to the principal overa-
tor at least, a disastrous collapse is the out-
come of the Liverpool cotton corner. The
monopoly is broken but not the monopolist ;
on the wholé he has made money, while
other speculators, relying on his ability to
continue to control the market, have lost.
Steenstrand is the envy and abhorrence of
the other speculators ; his comparative suc-
cess is due to his greater strength and his
continuing to sell all along; the disaster
results from adverse circumstances which
they could not control even with his inci-
dental aid. Even the different operators
were each but indifferently informed of
what tha others were doing; and it turns
out that there was far more cotton held
than any one of them was aware of. This
excess, with the new supplies coming in, is
a goarantee that the cornmer cannot be
established again at present, though a
somewhat abnormal price may be kept up
for a short time. The corner has been the
largest ever attempted, Steenstrand having
handled 358,000 bales since March, and the
more successful, because most wisely mana-
ged in the continuous sales. It remains to
be seen whether a repetition of this squeeze
will be possible next year.

Massachusetts appears to be a unit in
favor of free raw materials. The Republi-
cans, headed by the Governor, are petition-
ing . Congress to remove the duties from
coal and iron ore and to lower the duties
on pig iron, and the Democrats in State
convention assembled join in the prayer.

The latter also ask that all fmaterials for
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