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'AT LAST the long-expected debate 

*>n the Home Rule Resolution has 
•timed the House of C ommons into 

> Smwonton excitement. It is a debate 
Itihat will remain memorable in the 
•finals of the.Irish question. It has 
•fforded opportunity for expressions 

. of sentiments that, as a rule, are 
not generally voiced abroad. On the 
one hand iti has given an opportun
ity to members of the House, of dif
ferent races and creeds, to state 
(their cherished views in favor of jus
tice to Ireland; on the other hand, 
It has afforded an opportunity to a 
few, whose ideas antagonistic to all 
jthat is Irish and—for some of them 
•—to all that is Catholic, to find 
,ventilation. It was a curious scene 
and a remarkable discussion; It gives 
a fair idea of the sentiments through
out Canada, and of the proportions 
In which they are entertained. Be
fore we undertake to analyze the de
bate, we will once more occupy space 
sufficient to reproduce the Resolution 
awH its important preamble. Be it 
remarked that on former occasions 
ffehe Home Rule Resolutions were ei
ther made unanimous, or else they 
provoked slender opposition.

' THE RESOLUTIONS.^''That an 
bumble address be presented to. His 
Majesty as follows: We, Your Ma
jesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, 
She Commons of Canada, in Parlia
ment assembled, desire most earnest
ly in our name and on behalf of the 
people whom we represent to renew 
the expression of our unswerving 
loyalty and devotion -to Your Ma
jesty's person and Government.

"We would respectfully represent 
(to Your Majesty that in 1862 the 
Parliament of Canada adopted an 
humble address to Her Most Gra
cious Majesty the Queen expressing 
the hope that a just measure of 
Home Rule would bè granted to the 
people of Ireland, and that in the 
years 1886 and 1887 by resolution 
of the House of Commons the senti
ments of the said address to Her 
Most Gracious Majesty were earnest
ly reiterated and the hope again ex
pressed that such a measure of Home 
Rule would be passed by the Impe
rial Parliament.

•"That the years that have elapsed 
Since the adoption of the aforesaid 
address and resolutions to Your 
Most Gracious Majesty's illustrious 
and ever to be lamented predecessor 
have but served to emphasize the 
blessings which accrue to this' Do
minion from the federal system un
der which the people live, the bene
fits of which the Commons of Can
ada rejoices to .see are about to be 
shared in by their fellow subjects of 
the Australian commonwealth, and, 
therefore, this extended experience 
which Your Most Gracious Majesty’s 
subjects have had of the Inestimable 
benefits resulting from the said Gov
ernment bestowed on the whole of 
British North America but intensifies 
their desire to affirm through their 

- representatives in Parliament the 
sentiments expressed in the said ad- 

bs and resolutions with regard to 
bestowal of aelfrgovernment up- 

t on Yoiur Majesty's subjects in Ire
land.

“We have observed, may it please 
* Majesty, with feelings of pro- 
i satisfaction, the evidence af

in debate in the House of 
i of the United Kingdom on 

B speech from the "throne, of a sin- 
, desire on all sides to usher In 

h new era of lasting place and good 
i in Ireland; and this House con- 

ates the people of the mother 
on the legislation, just and 

which It is believed will 
the recent conference on the 

L question and hopes for an èatfÿ
all of
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On this page we print the like- 
of the officers of the 

newly organized St. Patrick's Cad
ets. It is quite needless for us to 
enter upon an expression of our 
views regarding the usefulness and 
necessity of Cadet Corps, as the 
columns of the "True ;Witness" dur

ing the past leave no 
doubt on the subject.

for

The St. Patrick's Cadets during 
the brief term of their existence of 
seven months, have been very active 
In doing good by taking part in 
parades and assisting in the spiri
tual exercises of the parish with

which they are associated, and in 
aiding Catholic societies in their un
dertakings. Much of ^ the success 
achieved by the organization is in no 
small measure due to the pastor of 
St. Patrick’s, Rev. Martin Callaghan, 
to the director of St. • Patrick’s 
School, Rev. Brother James, and to 
Sergt. Major Phillips.

On April 24th the Cadets will hold 
a euchre and social in the Conserva
tory Hall, already the limited num
ber of tickets for the function ha/ye 
been sold. On April 27th, the Cad
ets will take part in an entertain
ment, to be held under the patron
age of the St. Vincent de Paul So
ciety.

tendance in the House. It Was not 
expected, on account of the Redis
tribution Bill that had been just in
troduced, that the Home Hide ques
tion would come up before evening. 
But in the evening there was almost 
no standing room; all the elite of 
Ottawa came out in the latest of 
spring fashions, and the interest dis
played was far greater than thpt 
taken in any other event this ses
sion, The introduction of the Land 
brought a fresh element into the de- 
liament added to the interest and 
Purchase Bill in the Imperial Par- 

E. F. Clarke, Charlton, 
Richardson, Broder and Dr. Sproule, 

well as the noted Col. " Sam ”wmtwr

voted in favor of It; they were 
Messrs. Borden, Monk, Casgrain, 
Kaulback, McIntosh,. Morin, Ball, 
Leonard, Clancy, Pope, McGowan 
and Hackett. The vote stood 102 
for the Resolution, and 41 against 
it; making the majority by which it 
was carried sixtynme.

There were three incidents in the 
debate deserving of special attention. 
The first is the facts that the French- 
Canadians, to a man, on both sides 
of the House voted for the Resolu
tion, showing that when it 
down to a real matter of 
and when active co-operation 
order of the day, the French 

- element, constitute a

ar-"

long years heard in the House of 
Commons; the third, is the fact that 
the speeches of the mover, of the 
Premier, and of Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick 
so dwarfed into insignificance the 
petty attempts at Parliamentary or
atory on the part of those opposing 
the Resolution, that the contrast 
made itself felt throughout the 
whole debate, and brought into re
lief that other great contrast, be
tween the high tod patriotic charao 

the Resolution, aa eet In 
«id prejudiced

d”e,t upon the
, t .WUch the irUh 

-, ‘ ^ AU knew the 
i of the poor Irish" for _ 
to^ay the term was

ugan contrasted the leernin!^ 
civilization of Ireland ip the Jrtv 
centurie, with the ignorance that 
then prevailed in England and „„ 
the continent of Europe He „ eluded by expressing^ hope £ 

hie resolution would pass unanim
ously, so that the House would not 
S^hack on its record of 1886 and

t H^CKETT- frlnce Edward 
Island, then seconded the motion 
and made, in hie brief address, à 
good point, by comparing the pre
sent Irish Land Bill with the meas
ure which so successfully converted 
landlordism into peasant proprietary 
in Prince Edward Ialand years ago 
After Mr. Hackett sat down the flrst 
discordant note was sounded by that 
peculiar busy body, and man of
parties and contradictory principles,
Mr. Charlton.

of Oanaxia since he had the honor 20 
years ago of introducing a Home 
Rule Resolution in Parliament, and 
he hoped that no word he might in
ter would invite a word of recrimin
ation in return.

Somebody he 
"rats" at this 
'Costtgan > m
these slurs as beneath the dignity of 
his notice, and hi 
of the 
swayed

1 called out
- whereat Mr.

MR. JOHN CHARLTON vigorous-
ly combatted the views of both the 
previous speakers. While he wished 
every prosperity to the Irish this 
was not a case for colonial interfer
ence; in fact, the Canadian Parlia
ment had nothing to do with it. He 
quoted the reply to a similar ad
dress sent by the Canadian Parlia
ment in 1882. The British Govern
ment in a carefully worded replv 
had pointed out that the affairs of 
the United Kingdom exclusively ap
pertained to the Imperial Parlia
ment. This answer he said practical
ly told our Parliament that it had 
been guilty of an impertinence and 
had interfered in matters which did 
not concern it. It would deserve the 
same reply again if it passed this 
motion.

As far back as they could remem
ber Irish prejudices against Great 
Britain had been the stalking horse 
of unscrupulous politicians in the 
United States and demogogs had 
wrung the tail of the British lion to 
get their votes: That was at the 
bottom of this talk about Ireland's 
wrongs and he rather thought the 
same thing (held good in Canada. 
He thought under all the circum
stances the House was not justified 
in interfering with the affairs of the 
motherland^

MR. JABEL ROBINSON thought 
Canada had enough trouble of her 
own to settle without dragging Ire
land into this Parliament. The Brit
ish Government had been more than 
generous towards Ireland. He re
garded the resolution as so much 
buncombe and declared that it wast
ed the time of the House, which he 
calculated as wasting $28 per min
ute. The Irish could take take of 
themselves.

DR. SPROULE wanted to know 
whether the Government would place 
the Irish question' and the cattle em
bargo In the same category. A re
solution on the cattle embargo had 
been viewed as one of want of confi
dence. What of this resolution? He 
considered the discussion unwise and 

waste of time. Canada had no 
right to advise the Imperial Govern
ment in the discharge of Its duties. 
He read from speeches of prominent 
English statesmèn holding similar 
views. Treating of the general ques
tion of Home Rule Dr. Sproule de- 
dared that the Irish leaders them
selves were divided as to its efficacy;

wfiy should Canada take it up? 
He appealed to the House to vote 
against the resolution on the ground 
that it was unwise to bring these 
disturbing questions into the House.

The importance to be attached to 
the speeches of the foregoing three 
rhembers is due to the fact that they 
voiced the views, especially in Dr- 

caee, of the extreme Or-

flaivay Mr' MarCl1 
.ouotation from ® 
* y - onia for J'some Role fOT

OTHER SPEEBBBa.-l
I J to go over the np<

Messrs. !-order, Kemp, a, 
SHt the Reeolutio, 
*“rs Belcourt, Bourn,
pterin), Wright (R«f
Lrray in ita aupl>ort: ti 
^expressions of perse, 
•lion or adherence aa the

I THE PREMIER.—It wa 
„« when the Premier roe 
looking as vigorous aa ir 
’ days, and his long ep 
Afternoon on the Rediatril 

1 did not seem to have alt' 
voice or strength. He sa 

, timeliness of the résolut! 
tare engaged the attentio 
Costigan, who was «. old 
friend oi Ireland. He him 
ed that the solution of 

f gestion would be a boon 
1 Australia and all othc 

the empire. Canada in 1 
been told, in reply to a 1 
Resolution, that she woulc 
employed in dealing with 

, 0ver which she had junsdic 
timcs had moved and now 

’ could safely offer opinions 
rial and domestic concerns 

resolution was passed
the British policy in Sout 
in seeking to secure the 
the xjitlanders there. Tha 

i Was approved of and grat< 
: cepfed by the British G 

and people. Surely Canal 
with greater propriety ado 
lution dealing with the o 
turbed part of the British 
whose disaffection was due 

I lack of self-government. V 
I made Canada loyal would 

land loyal. At the botton 
trouble was distrust by tl 

people of the results of H< 
He would say to the mov< 
resolution, however, that 
the Irish leaders had acted 
He would say, if he w< 

, them in the Imperial Parlia 
! nounco it clearly that Ho 

does not mean separation 
ibat here and now. If the 
way to make men loyal It 

give them liberty and to ti 
There should not be a tin 
on this question. He woul< 
British Government if he 
member of the Imperial F 
that, while they had done 
made many sacrifices for 1 
a piece-meal method. You 
further; you muet appeal 
heart of a highly imagina 
impulsive people. He belie 
iheart that if this Irish que 
io be solved it was by givl 
-people the liberty we have 
ada, with a Provincial I 
on College Green; and the: 
of being a thorn in her fl 
land would be a power 
■strength to England.

MR. BORDEN was re 
opinion that the occasi 
erous measure towards 
before the Imperial Pa 
not a happy one on wl 
duce this resolution; nc 
solution itself happily 
■expression in reference 
-a debate in the Brit; 
Commons was not in g< 
had he been consulted 

•he might have suggeste 
wording. Again, the r 
ferred to the Land Pui 
one it was hoped wou 
duced, whereas it had 
introduced. In the mee 
measure was before the 
liament, namely the le 
measure, an intelligent 
-attempt to ameliorate 
from which Ireland ha 
the past. Sir Wilfrid ! 
Home Rule were grai 
would be loyal. Mr. I 
go further, and say th 
and has been loyal, as 

‘history of the empire :
withstanding a 
they had been , 
and department of Iti 
•Sion seemed to ' 
present disp ' 
was due to the 

"the Sovereign, 
omen, for. it 
tie that , 
only loyal, j 

•of the emp


