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elsewhere, or from the similar tactics of friction, ob
struction, and delay habitually employed, from time 
to time, by both employees and employers to enforce 
an argument about wages and prices. Therefore, in 
the course of a quarter-century past, the word has 
quite unavoidably taken on a general meaning in copies, $2.00. 
common speech, and has been extended to cover all 
such peaceable or surreptitious maneuvers of delay, copies, $2.00. 
obstruction, friction, and defeat, whether employed
by the workmen to enforce their claims, or by the Bphger). Single copies, 10c; 25 copies, $1.50. 
employers to defeat their employees, or by competi
tive business concerns to get the better of their busi- Chapters, “Capital,” Vol. I. Marx). Paper, single

copies, 50c; cloth, single copies, $1.00 ; cloth, 10 
copies, 75c each.

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. Single copies, 
15c ; 25 copies, $3.25.

Slave of the Farm. Single copies, 10c ; 25 copies, 
$1.50.

Literature Price ListOn the Nature and 
Uses of Sabotage. (Watch this List for Changes.)

Communist Manifesto. Single copies, 10c ; 25!
4 4 Q ABOTAGE’’ is a derivative of “sabot,” which 

S is French for a wooden shoe. It means go
ing slow, with a dragging, clumsy move

ment, such as that manner of footgear may be ex
pected to bring on. So it has come to describe 
any maneuvers of slowing-down, inefficiency, bung
ling, obstruction. In American usage the word is 

often taken to mean forcible obstruction, de

li-

Wage-Labor and Capital. Single copies, 10c; 25
:

The Present Economic System. (Prof. W. A.

(First Nine and 32ndCapitalist Production.

very
structive tactics, industrial frightfulness, incendiar
ism and high explosives, although that is plainly not 
its first meaning nor its common meaning. Nor is drance have a large share in the ordinary conduct 
that its ordinary meaning as the word is used among of business; but it is only lately that this ordinary 
those who have advocated a recourse to sabotage as line of business strategy has come to be recognized 

of enforcing an argument about wages or as being substantially of the same nature as the or-

ness rivals or to secure their own advantage.
Such maneuvers of restriction, delay, and hin-

a means
the condition of work. The ordinary meaning of the dinary tactics of the syndicalists. So that it has 
word is better defined by an expression which has not been usual until the last few years to sÿeak of 
latterly come into use among the I. W. W., “con- maneuvers of this kind as sabotage when they are 
scientious withdrawal of efficiency”—although that employed by employers and other business concerns, 
phrase does not cover all that is rightly to be includ- But all this strategy of delay, restriction, hindrance 
ed under this technical term.

The sinister meaning which is often attached to should conveniently be called by the same name, 
the word in American usage, as denoting violence whether it is carried on by business men or by 
and disorder, appears to be due to the fact that the workmen ; so that it is ho longer unusual now to find 
American usage has been shaped chiefly by persons workmen speaking of “capitalistic sajbotage” as 
and newspapers who have aimed to discredit the use freely as the employers and the newspapers speak of 
of sabotage by organized workmen, and who have syndicalist sabotage. As the word is now used, and 
therefore laid stress on its less amiable manifesta- as it is properly used, it describes a certain system 
tions. This is unfortunate. It lessens the useful- 0f industrial strategy or management, whether it is 
ness of the word by making it a means of denuncia- employed by one or another. What it describes is 
tion rather than of understanding. No doubt vio- a resort to peaceable or surreptitious restriction, de
tent obstruction has had its share in the strategy of lay, withdrawal, or obstruction, 
sabotage as carried on by disaffected workmen, as 
well as Tn the similar tactics of rival business con- 

It comes into the case as one method of sabo-

Manifesto, S. P. of C., single copy, 10 cents ; 25 
copies, $1.50.

Red Europe. (F. Anstey, M.P.). Single copies, 
50c. Wholesale rates on application.

The Story of the Evolution of Life. (T. F. Pal- 
j mer). Single copies, 10c.

Evolution of Man. (Prof. Bolsehe). Single 
copies, 20c ; 25 copies, $3.75.

Red Heart of Russia. (Bessie Beattie). Per 
copy, $2.00.

Ten Days that Shook the World. (John Reed). 
Per copy, $2.00.

Six Red Months in Russia. (Louise Bryant). Per 
copy, $2.00.

and defeat is manifestly of the same character, and

(All above post free).

Ancient Society. (Morgan). Per copy (postage 
14c extra), $1.50.

Sabotage commonly works within the law, al
though it may often be within the letter rather than

It is used to secure some
Supplies to Locals.

Dues Cards, per 100, $1.00.
Letterheads, per 100, 60c.
Platforms,, per 100, 50c.
Constitutions, per 100, $1.50.
Receipt Books, Warrant Books, various prices. 
Quarterly Report Forms, free.
Western Clarion Sub. Cards, free.

cerns.
tage, though by no means the most usual or the most 
effective; but it is so spectacular and shocking a 
method that it has drawn undue attention to itself. 
Yet such deliberate violence is, no doubt, a relatively 
minor fact in the case, as compared with that delib
erate malingering, confusion, and misdirection of 
work that makes up the bulk of what the expert 
praotitioners would recognize as legitimate sabotage.

The word first came into use among the organized 
French workmen, the members of certain syndicats, 
to describe their tactics of passive resistance, and it 
has continued to be associated with the strategy of 
these French workmen, who are known as syndica
lists. and with their like-minded running-mates in 
other countries. But the tactics of these syndica
lists, and their use of sabotage, do not differ, ex
cept in detail, from the tactics of other workmen

the spirit of the law. 
special advantage or preference, usually of a busi
nesslike sort. It commonly has to do with some
thing in the nature of a vested right; which one or 
another of the parties in the case aims to secure or 
defend, or to defeat or diminish ; some preferential 
right or special advantage in respect of income or 
privilege, something in the way of a vested interest. 
Workmen have resorted to such measures to secure Make all moneys payable to E. MacLeod, 401 
improved conditions of work, or increased wages, or Pender gtreet East, Vancouver, B. C. Add discount 
shorter hours, or to maintain their habitual stand
ards, to all of which they have claimed to have some 
sort of a vested right. Any strike is of the nature 
of sabotage, of course. Indeed, a strike is a typical 

That strikes have not been

on cheques.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
species of sabotage.
spoken of as sabotage is due to the accidental fact 
that strikes were in use before this word came into from

has removedName

use. So also, of course, a lockout is another typical |0 
species of sabotage. That the lockout is employed 
by the employers against the employees does not 
change the fact that it is a means of defending a 
vested right by delay, withdrawal, defeat, and ob
struction of the work to be done. Lockouts have ™

PLATFORM
Socialist Party of 

Canada not usually been spoken of as sabotage, for the same though it does not therefore follow that every strike 
reason that holds true in the case of strikes. All the or every lockout is necessarily fair and honest in its 
while it has been recognized that strikes and lock- working-out. That is in some degree a question of 
outs are of identically the same character. special circumstances.

Sabotage, accordingly, is not to be condemned out
We, the Socialist Party of Canada, affirm our allegiance to, and 

support of, the principles and programme of the revolutionary 
working class.

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all wealth. The 
present economic system is based upon capitalist ownership of the 

of production, consequently, all the products of labor be
long to the capitalist class. The capitalist is, therefore, master; 
the worker a slave.

So long as the capitalist class remains in possession of the reins 
of government all the powers of the State will be used to protect 
and defend its property rights in the means of wealth production 
and its control of the product of labor.

capitalist system give to the capitalist an ever-swelling 
of progts, and to the worker, an ever-increasing measure of 

misery and degradation.
The interest of the working class lies in setting itself free from 

capitalist exploitation by the abolition of the wage system, under 
which this exploitation, at the point of production, is cloaked. To 
accomplish this necessitates the transformation of capitalist pro

of wealth production into socially controlled

All this does not imply that there is anything dis- 
- creditable or immoral about this habitual use of of hand- simP]y as such- There are many measures 

strikes and lockouts. They are part of the ordin- of Pollcy and management both in private business 
ary conduct of industry under the existing system, and in P«blic administration which are unmistakably 
and necessarily so. So long as the system remains of the nature of sabotage and which are not only 
unchanged these measures are a necessary and legi- considered to be excusable, but are deliberately sanc- 
timate part of it. By virtue of his ownership the tioned by statute and common law and by the pub- 
owner-employer has a vested right to do as he will lic conscience. Many such measures are quite of the 
with his own property, to deal or not to deal with essence of the case under the established system of 
anv person that offers, to withhold or withdraw any and order, price and business, and are faithfully
part or all of his industrial equipment and natural believed to be indispensable to the common good, 
resources from active use for the time being, to run sb°»ld not be difficult to show that the common

means
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welfare in any community which is organized on the 
price system cannot be maintained without a salu
tary use of sabotage—that is to say, such habitual 
recourse to delay and obstruction of industry and 
such restriction of output as will maintain prices at 
a reasonably profitable level and so guard against 
business depression. Indeed, it is precisely consid
erations of this nature that are now engaging the 
best attention of officials and business men in their 
endeavors to tide over a threatening depression in 
American business and a consequent season of hard-

on ha’f time or to shut down his plant and to lock 
out all those persons for whom he has no present use 
on his own premises. There is no question that the 
lockout is altogether a legitimate maneuver. It may 
even be meritorious, and it is frequently considered 
to be meritorious when its use helps to maintain 
sound conditions in business—that is to say, profit
able conditions, as frequently happens. Such is thé 
view of the substantial citizens. So also is the strike

petty in the means 
economic forces.

The irrespressible conflict of interest between the capitalist and 
the worker necessarily expresses itself as a struggle for political su- 

This is the Class Struggle.
call all workers to organize under the banner of

)]

I premacy.
Therefore, we

the Socialist Party of Canada, with the object of conquering the 
political powers, for the purpose of setting up and enforcing the 
economic programme of the working class, as follows:

1. The transformation, as rapidly as possible, of capitalist 
property in the means of wealth production (natural 

factories, mills, railroads, etc.) into collec-

i

1
resources, 
tive means of production. legitimate, so long as it keeps within the law ; and it 

mav at times even be meritorious, at least in the
It is to be admitted quite sbip for all those persons whose main dependence is

free income from investments.

I2. The organization and management of industry by the 
working class.

3. The establishment, as speedily as possible, of produc
tion for use instead of production for profit.

eyes of the strikers, 
broadly that both of these typical species of sabo
tage are altogether fair and honest in principle, al- (To be continued.)
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