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A Story of an Ontario Farm Flock—By Prof. Wade Toole, O. A. C., Guelph.
in the flock and thensold w*h

These twenty-two lambs sold in the late grand success. H?s ^Billy’^college course,
inilora pnrb and with the wool, a substanhal The^larnbs^were large, well-covered individuals in keen

ulture. The money tor mis sary to potency. Always is worth for more
shires whkTwe““ed f“” of'cha^s"’from"t"!than an ™tded rates J . h ,h= rc„
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stantial returns was undoubtedly the use inthree con- fornearly ^ °^id'for a four-year college course and 
secutive seasons of a very high-class, importe • - , ^ The pure-breds paid in the end.heie is a point for all to consider. A stock ram had been left $300 to thegood. l ne pu e ^ ^ q[ the

urchased in the Old Land by one of Onta 4„,rK__ breed was established. These have gone on an made

hc S'i TSfC
in purchasing a first-class, imported ram. ine in - creaS “ice ot the lamb, and ™lu=
of the flock will more than make up the extra^eost.

The flock grazes all summer mostly on a blue g 
and white dutdh clover mixture. They are ^
field to field and have sufficient range to avoid sheep 
troubles which are due to pasturing too long on a limited 
a,„. Winter feeding has consisted largely Of ^puipea 
turnips, clover hay and oats. The ® P.l tjme A
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Ifm:Eventually the ewe flock comprised fifteen ewes and the 
first year this number were bred twenty-two^lam >s

and wondering fajj fpr eleven dollars each and, with the wool, a substantial 
,clu... » ne coming in from the flock. Billy was at the 
time in attendance at the Ontario Agricultural College

• r Uesor-lncr and was using the returns from the flock of sheep to pay Practice of shearing fQr &n education in agriculture. The money for this
the head of the household

of forty of without crop of the farm. The success
anu the wool disposed oi was largely due to care and attentio

a question of considerable impor. determination to make the flock pay. 
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bred in the boys whose parents and

ecu live stock breeders. The boy s pUrcnasea Viic vm "j "y1- "" r"""T f », eff nn
not accident. His father and grand- f)reeders. He had cost in the neighborhood of $150 on 

interested breeders of good the other side of the water.
ade flocks. Small wonder was it then that the lad had 
natural liking for sheep and 

afternoons

years
for at least two yearsrt was eailv April. A boy of few summers was basking 

■ ,he sunshine of the south side of a large sheep pen 
dreaming of the barefoot days to come and wondering 

his father would decide to wash the sheep on 
provide him with a day’s fishing, or 

new

return was
whether
May 24 and so 
whether the then comparatively 
unwashed would appeal to 
and the upwards 
a few days, be shorn and 
washing. This was 
to the boy who took more 
any other class of live stock on 
stock instinct is 
fore-parents have been 
liking for sheep was 
father before him had been
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me ........ - _____ This was a high price at
the time and the ram was a high-quality, two-shear 
individual. He was very
was clumsy on his feet. Only four ewes of tl 
bred to him proved in lamb and the following

, m

ilwont to spend the

0UÎLto out t n ÏhewoTds of his mother, who was more 
proud^than*ashamed of the statement. “Billy came up 
with the sheep”.
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AS th„ years rolled by swiftly for the old folks and 

hSrXrwSwas'ïïll gSde S^hiM. Feedi«?.

»Th ?uT
breds a decision which all breeders should make after 
achieving success with grades. Good K™des are su .
,-ient with which to learn the sheep business in Ontario 
hut once learned it is better business to buy ^d breed 
sheep of better blood The grades were sold d t0 ^he 
butcher and a modest beginning in pure-breds was 
made The story of this flock is the story of many 
another flack and one in which the man contemplating 
starting in better sheep may be interested.

At a dosing-out sale of farm stock and implements

the inspection of the rest of the family and the ncighbors. forj$25 saymg ala. ^ ram was taken and proved sold at different prices, down .
A start was made in pure-breds and success ^emed rea however th t t one of the imported field rams medium combing, selhng or M cents wiU

ÈpHSSfS EêSÜliCFSEshould go on and do likewise. The f°u^datl0nf * o d ram home early in October and turned him with value Gf between $150,000 and $175,0W. lot“
ewes cost, in those days of ten-cent woo! and Jour the old ram home eaj^ had a habit of grazing at graded at Ca>ary,thewool w^ ^‘PP^^ed,
dollar lambs, in the neighborhood of $10., P f the farm coming to the blindings each t0 the Canadian Co-ope a net returns
sidered fairly high, but they were good stuff as t. the far end travelled to and fro was nearly Toronto, for sale, in order to get the be

sâKJKAü.-sæ
tions, consequently he must lay a founda ., P , . , b to the first service as shown by the
3 bLfi,"sih=^he=aSin"hSi. col» ™“,king of ««d Keep the fl<*k ,» , high shmd.rf b, ,y«cm,S»Hy

In the grade flock which had been discarded, but in to the second s J1 b & ,aJ icCi the fifteen £üt ewes which are poor milkers, shy breeders or'fessrSKSS'.!-.
breds did not prove so successful. Small lamb crops 
and heavy losses, even under the best of care, ma - 
task of breeding up to a fairly lar8®.fl9cj‘ forTh , ,k 
hundred-and-fifty-acre farm an upbdl fight.. .
of the lambs were males for which there was, at that t me 
comparatively little demand and the lamb losses 
heavy. For the first three years the flock di no 
crease to above eight head of females and ram an< w 
sales were not sufficient to pay for feed and care, 
less resolute would have abandoned the idea ot attempt
ing to succeed with the pure-breds and woul a 
reverted to grades. Billy’s father was almost on , 
point of doing so but remembered what all live s 
men should never forget, namely, that the on y ro 
to success is to stick to the business. The m-and-ou 
in live stock breeding is always out of pocket, 
standing fully the boy’s keen interest m sheep the .not k 
was traded by the father to the son for a pure re 
Shorthorn heifer which the latter had brought up trom 
a calf.

igys
ÉÉ

Ç

y ■
E

s 1

H Æmk ' i Let the i ifs
floe at first is a good rule. Crow up w 
and you’ll not be sorry the boys came up 
sheep.” ______

with theOnly One, but Half the Flock.

tl II
'

now one of the 
o any country 
hensive export 

market.opean 
the country to 
efinite national 
: and scientific
success.

msi
14,.' y
mm

* ' i*

TheStick-to-itiveness counted in the long run. 
next spring the lamb crop raised made an increase in 
the flock of one hundred and twenty-five per cent, ana 
alter selling the rams, which went at a better price, e 
ewe flock began to show substantial improvemen 
numerically. A gradual but slow increase was made 
year after year. The best ewe lambs were retained in 
the flock and the old ewes and ram lambs sold off annua - 
lv. The money for wool and all stock so.d was ban ec. 
and onlv drawn upon to purchase sires for the Hock. • 
good nure-bred ram was in those days procurable tor 
from $20 to $25 and these were the prices paid for sires.
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Flock of Long-wools on an Ontario Farm.A Large
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