JLTRY JOURNAL. 186

MANAGEMENT OF THE YOUNG,

The little rabbits are born blind and
elpless, covered only with a short vel-
ety down. On the fifth day they open
heir eyrs; on the sixth, the liveliest
ellows amongst them begin to peep out-
ide the nest. At a month old they eat
lone, and partake of food together
ith thewr mother, At six weeks old
ey no longer require the doe, and
ught to be weaned. T'his shert period
b quite sufficient to allow in the first
rm of rearing them. If they were lett
nger, they would be apt to exhaust
he dam, which ought to be avoided.
fter weaning, two modes of feeding
iave been adopted with equal success ;
he first 1s, to introduce all the wean-

ings, from time to time, into a large

utch or commmon apartment, in which

Breeding of Rabbits. {[they are tcndcq carefnlly, ‘Lept warm,
—_— and clean, and fed several times in the
Continued From page 166, course of the day. At each feeding

— | time, every particle of victuals \\'hi('h;

If the doe has had a previous litter, | has been trampled upon, is scrapulously
they must all be removed bzetore she
|brings forth a second time ; her hutch,
too, ought to have been well clean=d
out. Take care not to touch the young
unless, at least, thay are deposited in a
wet place, or any of them die.  All un-
necessary disturbance or handling, is
apt to make the mother kill the whole of

withdrawn : and it is found by observing
these regulations, the losses are vcry',
few, or none. When two months and,
a halt old, they are placed with those
destined for the table. In this case,
the precaution is taken to cut the males

before they are thus set at liberty in
] ! mixed society.  They will fatten on
her family.  When you find that a doe | carrots, oats, hay, and bran, with a few
overlays or eats her young, mark her | peag now and then.

well, and remember the circumstince ;| The second plan is to keep together
for if the same misfortune happen agair | all the young rabbits of the same month
the best thing to be done 1s to fatten | that is to say they are distrib ited in six
and kill her. It, however, she be a fJV'[ large hutches or apartments, care be-
ourite animal, and an attempt  at refor- | ing taken to separate the males from the
mation be resolved upon, she must be | temales (or to cut them) by the end ot
abundantiy fed with good substantial | the third month. From the hith to the
food, and disturbed no more than s | sixth month, ail thase inteaded for sale

ﬂvc(;)u"dv necessary "are disposed of, after selecting the han )




