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ET there be mo hyphenated will be at its best in Canada when it is thoroughly

HYPHENATED Canadians, said Dr. Sam- understeod that the Speaker is practically elected for
CANADIANS. uel Dyde of Queen’s University, as long a period as he chooses to serve; that he is

speaking at McGill. The trouble
is that we are nearly all hyphenated Canadians;
French-Canadians, English-Canadians, Irish-Cana-
dians, Scotch-Canadians. The rarest thing in Canada
is a Canadian-Canadian. The phrase reminds us of
Lord Randolph Churchill's reference to the fourth
party of four, in the British House of Commons, as
“hyphenated mediocrities.” Dr. Dyie is on the right
track. Canada will never be a aation until it has dis-
carded about nimety per cent. of its hyphens.
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‘; CENES in the Canadian
BMANCIPATE % House of Commons are be-
THE SPEAKER. coming of regrettable frequency.
Twice within a few days, the
House has been in a state of turmoil and on one oc-
casion the Premier was ander the mecessity of mov-
ing the adjournment, b it was ifestly im-
possible to proceed with public business. The au-
thority of the Speaker was sot at deflamce and his
impartiality questioned. Now, the aunthority and
the impartiziity of the Speaker are at the very foun-
dation of British parlia tary 1 1 and the
first is impotent if the second is called into question.
Our ccuviction is that Parliament will never be seen
at its best while the Speakership is made part of the
spoils of party victory, by the election of a new presid-
ing officer for each parliament. In England the Speak-
or is re-elected as a matter of course parliament after
parliament; and as a matter of courtesy, his re-eleo-
tion to the House is mever contested. He is equally
the friend and protector of every member; his im-
partiality is never q tioned pt by key and
all the members are as jealous of his homour as he
is of the dignity of the House. With the best inten-
tions in the world the Canadian Speaker cannot
der p! t conditi pe the siomal liabil-
ity to have his fairness questioned; and sometimes
we regret to add, the doubts are justified. That
Speaker Mareil generally intends to be fair, we do

net for a mement question; but his rulings on these
two occasions were certainly open to eriticism and
were directly respomsible for the disorder which fol-
lowed. It was a case of ome man golang scot free
after stealing a sheep and another man being hanged
for looking over a hedge. Parliamentary government

absolutely the servant of the House; that his retire-
ment from the Speakership will be coincident with
his retirement from public life; and will ensure him
a liberal pemsion for the remainder of his days.
There is no more important or more homnourable office
than that of Speaker of the House of Commons, and
the incumbent should mever be under the slightest
temptation to think that his future depends in the
slightest degrec upon the favour of any politioal
party. The “goenmes” im the House lately have mnot
been edifying; they are mot in the interest of either
politioal party; and they are mot creditable to Canada.
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HE issues in the British
election campaign have
been greatly simplified by
My. Balfour's declaration in
favour of a Referendum on the tariff guestion. The
only issumes are purely constitutional and on them
alone the battle will be lost and won. The abolition
of the Lords’ veto and Irish Home Rule are big enough
questions for ome gemeral eleetion. The Asquith
Government got into power on & policy of shreds and
patches. It doos mot know itself exactly for what
it stands, or for what it does not stand. If it is re-
tarned to power, there will be mo possibility of the
popular verdict bel | derstood. That the sit-
uation is & grave ome it would be idle to deny. The
ancertainty of election results is proverbial and the
threats in Ulster of armed resistance to a Home Raule
parliament indicate that the Irish Unionists are mot
without anxiety as to the outcome. Mr. Balfour has
shown excellent statesmanship in narrowing the
i of the ign, in spite of the evident dispo-
sition of the mimisterialists to have a platform of
many planks as in the last gemeral election. Party
devoti as derstood here is practically unknown
in England. The majority of the elesters are open
to comviotion, and the balance of electoral power is
in the hands of a constantly shifting element. The
average Briton has a profound respect for the British
Conmstitution, and will be ochary of any radical
changes. Moreover, the politiclans who have gonme
out of their way to idemtify the permanence of the
throme with the permanence of the House of Lords.
may have reaton te regret thelr indiseretion. Now
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