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experiment all of about equal strength
and all in Langstroth hives weighing
on an average 57% pounds each. The
wooden covers were removed from the
hives and replaced with propolis quilts,
the bottom of each hive was loosened
from the brood-chamber and a block
two inches square was placed at each
corner between the bottom board and
the brood chamber, insuring free ven-
tilation from the bottom of each hive.
The was kept at a very even
temperature of 44-48 degrees. The
bees could be seen hanging below the
cluster all winter.
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A second experiment was tried add-
ing more moisture. Six colonies were
selected for this experiment, all about
equal strength and all in Langstroth
hives, weighing on an average 58 3-4
pounds each. The wooden covers were
removed from the hives and the sealed
propolis quilts left on. The bottom-
board of each hive being loosened from
the brood chamber and a block 2 in.
square placed at each corner between
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the bottom-board and the brood cham- spa
ber, insuring free ventilation from the Alt)
bottom of each hive. Seven pails of clos
water were then put on the floor ir deal
such a way that the six hives wers is n
resting on the edges of the pails allon whii
the full surface of the water to b« ston
exposed. In addition to the pails of tilat
water six inches of sand was spread easil
on the cellar floor between the palils that
and covering six inches of the floor out- pera
side of the pails. There was also a suce(
large cotton sheet spread over the six for v
hives. The sand and sheet were kept tilate
thoroughly saturated with water once little
each week during the winter. The cel- conne
lar was kept at a very even tempera- with
ture of 44 to 48 degrees, and was well | stove,
ventilated during the whole winter. The M of a
bees in this test were more uneasy than | Allow
in the experiment first described, where Blar. -
no sand or cotton covering was used ed \e‘
having to keep up fanning for ventila-
tion. There were also considerable MDesopi
more dead bees on the bottom boards
and several had drops of water along The
the entrance, but there was no sign 5 w
of dysentery. On March 20th, the day bement
being fine, the colonies were removed ide, |
to the bee-yard, where all began flying Bow
at once. The average weight of the assag,
colonies when set on their summe main
stands was 44% pounds each. Fron hich |,
March 20th, to April 22nd, the bees hai d tar
but one good flight. After April 22n llow ¢
the weather became considerably A hay
warmer and they began building uj be boa
rapidly, and they were in excellent con i cen
dition for the clow.er bloom. $eon,
The average strength of the six colfiaj, ,
onies that had the axtra moisture wa T
not as great as in the former test, b floor
as soon as they got fine weather thefllove .
gained rapidly. Care was taken to selitha,
that the colonies in both tests hi ost
plenty of unsealed stores before friieting
bloom, and between fruit and clovigst .,
bloom. This was done by uncappl ab,
one side of a frame of honey nearégny |
to the brood for food and providil 1




