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N an averciocht the name of Rev. W.
T MoMnlen. D. D.. of Woodstock, was
\mitted fram the artiole on the Elder

Nin in Tact weak’s fsene,

A relicfone cenene of Rineston hae
inal haan enmnlated. with the follow
ine reenlt: Anelicans. 4935 Bantiste
489+ Onnoresatinnaliste. 950+ Mathadists
A05R: TWrea WMoathodists, 143: Holinese
Movement. 120: Preshyteriane, 3.106:
Roman Catholies, 4.873: Catholie Apos
folic 25: Febraws 244: Salvation Army.
305: all others. 247. Tnoluding the stn
dents in attendance at Oueen’s, the total
population is given ae 20,070.

Rev. Tohn MacKay. M.A., minister of
(Crescent Street Church, Montreal, has
tendered his resienation of the charge.
to accent the principalship of the new
Preshyterian College about to be insti
tuted in Vancouver, B.C. He nreached
his farewell sermon last Sunday, and
will almost immediately leave Montreal
for the Pacific coast. Mr. MacKay re
ceived his degree in Arts from Toronto
University. and studied for the ministry
abroad. graduating from the United Free
Church Oollege of Glasgow, Scotland. Tn
September, 1902, when he returned to
Oanada, he was called to the pastorate
of Crescent Street Church, and soon
won the esteem and regard of ‘he con-
gregation although his was the diffienlt
posi‘ion of succeeding such a strong man
as the late Rev. Dr. A. B. MacKay, who
had been so many years the pastor. Tn
this removal Montreal loses an able
preacher and a valuable citizen; but
the West requires strong men in all
the walks of life, but more especially
in its pulpits and colleges. Mr. Mac-
Kay, we feel sure. will amply justify
the anticinations of those who have call
ed him to take charge of our new col
lege in British Ool\lmyll.

What par of it has failed?

The singing? That can be improved.

The handling, or leadership? That
may call for more tact, more prepara
tion, more pereonal prayer.

The conventional, repefitions prayem
of those called on to lead In prayer?
That ie often not the fanlt of thoee
called on. who often are timid in pnb
lic prayer. and have no wish tn bhe
called on.  But even these defects can
be cured or modified. theneh it wil'
need a kindly and tactful handling, and
a little education ae to what a praver
meeting oneht to he. We know of few
cases, for example. where reasonable
brevity in public prayer i« not desir
able.

The attendance? Tt is pleasant to eee
a full prayer meeting, no doubt, but the
numerioal test is the last test which
shonld be a,plied in estimating the
&uoccess of a prayer meeting. Ministers
should be very elow to indulge in berat
ing a congregation for not attending the
prayer meeting. That looks ton mnch
lika the voice of wonunded personal
vanity. Better let the prayer meeting
grow on its merits: but let it have mer
its to grow on.

Tf there be any efficacy in concerted
prayer, just now would eeem to he a
bad time to neglect it, when a new
maovement of the Holy Spirit seems tn
be eweeping over the world. A prayer
meeting with fewer than two would he
too few in number tn expect the blees
ing promised to the united petitione of
“two or three.” Bnt there ia no reason
why anv prayer meeting with as many
as two present should be in any sense
A failure,

SENSIBLE SAYINGS,

A number of gensible things were eaid
at the Canadian Prees Association din
ner at Torontn. Hon. Prank Oliver
«aid there was no need of ench moun
taine of white paper for a single iseue:
that compression was needed: that
what was required was more braine and
less pulp. The publisher of the Chicagn
Tribune said the leading newepapers
were now payinz more attention to
what advertisemente they inserted. ae
the character of a newepaper wae as
much indicated by the advertisemente it
inserted ae by its editorial utterances.
He also conveyed the cheerine intel
ligence that the public desire for yel
lTow journaliem wae being encoeaded by
a better demand. President Palconer
aleo gave a word in eeason when he
pointed out that the increasing number
of edncated men and women going forth
from the univemitice would compel a

coesponding improvement In editorial
writing and reporting in the daily news
papers.  The time may ocome when the
average report of a lecture or sermon
will be adequate and intelligible, even
if condensed which is not the case at
present.

The heavenly revelation always comes
to those who are faithful to earthly
duties,
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FAILURE OF THE PRAYER MEET-
ING.

WASTE NOT YOUR MASTER'S
TIME,

It woes withont saying that mneh of
the diffienlty in giving serious thonght
and attention to the work of pulpit pre
naration is due to the many interrup
tions to which evers minister, more os
necially thoee in large eities ie suhieot.

Of the existence of this great evil
many are aware: bnt, unfortunately,
many more are entirely  unconecinus.
Tha feeling that a minieter's time is
A camnaratively 1ittle valne fs not con
finad fa tha indifferant who nrofess to
imasine that a minister has little or
rothine ta dn. Tn most congregations
there are active workers who imagine
that the minieter may attend every con
ceivable kind o1 a meeting and take part
in everv scheme of good doing that is
orivinated. Many belonging to this class
of Christian workers are, withont being
awara of it. unreasonably exacting. Tf
tha minister has manlinese and firm
ness enaneh to declina anch invitatione,
ha ic tao often misindged, and his re
fneal is regarded as an off-nee.

Tn these particnlars enme ponple, it
viet be owned, are very unreasonghle,
Imt all the blame does not We with
them.  On the ministers themselves
eome of it muet rest. Tn some instances,
overweening vanity tempts a minister
to appear on every platform to make
“the speech of the evening” on every
ocoasion that offers, and to have a hand
in every philanthropie, benevolent, or
other movement that the fertile brain
con invent.  Without knowing or in
tending it such minister dissipatee his
energiee, lessens the real valne of his
epecial work, and intead of extending
his influence he weakens it. Tn these busy
days no man can do many things well.
A multiplicity of duties neceesarily ren-
ders the thorough performance of them
a1l an impossibility. A wiee man will
huehand his resonrces and aim at doing
the special work he is called of God to
Ao to the very best of his ability.

Presbyterianism the world over owes
ite inflnence for good to faithful pulpit
work. When this is neglected it be
comes weak. To he a faithful ambae
eador of Christ, to preach the words
of life. is the highest honor, the noblest
field of labor, to which anyone can as
vire. Tt is worthy of the conseeration
of the hest talent and endowments that
can be devoted to it, and the faithful
ministry of the Word requires other cog
nate duties no leas important, the neg
leet of which eannot be compensated for
hv o aftention to a host of muitifarious
calla that might be juet as well if not
Vwtter attended to by others. By a too
easv compliance with burdensome and
trivial axactions, ministers have acous
tomed people to make insatiable de
mands on their time, enercies, and
etranath that serionsly interfere with
their own proper work, and which ac-
cennt in some cases for the attennated
disconmens tn which hearers have some
times to listen.

Tntellizent youne men may not know
when a sermon violatee the prineiples
of homiletics, but they are acute en-
aneh fo diecern when it is loosely pre-
nared. A nadded discourse eatisfles no
mortal. and imparts benefit to few hear
ers. HWapnily, thie evil is not withont
vemedy. For a successful and benefi
oent ministry conselentione study is in
dispensable, and this is imposeible if
A minister's precions hours are fritter-
ed away by frivolous demande upon him,
Tet people be more reasonable in their
requirements in this vespect, and let
ministers exercise more disoretion and

firmness and the evil will to a great ex-
tent disappear.




