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F'orsonal Statement by Captain Win. J. ("onway.

Additional Civic Revenue.

The prohle.n is to suKKest si.nie means of adding to our (•i^ icrevenue. Hetore suRReslinK a new tax or the increase of an old tax
let us consider the possibility of securing a fair share of the faxesnow collected in the city by the Provincial Government.
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"",' '""^'"'^•^ *« ""^ "n'y «>nt' i" the Dominionhat retains the whole ol the income tax collected within municipali-

les. It IS generally conceded that the services rendered by the city
to he citizen taxpayer is greater than the services rendered to that
aulindiial by the I'rovincial Government: yet ihe latter receives andrtlains the whole of the income tax.

The I'rovincial Government by relin.iuishing the realty tax tomunicipalit es. recognizes that funds have to be provided with which
to supply the services previously rendered by the FVovincial Govern-ment, bum arly. a iiortion of the income tax should be given to thecity to enable it to pay for the increased services; services whichenable the citizens to carry on business, etc.. to their own advantageand to that of the city and of the province.

advantage.

From the statements that have recently appeared in the localPress, hat the Provincial Government inten.ls to , av the city ^5 00annually, as a refund of part of the taxes <olle<ted"by the ProvincialGovernment in the city, it appears that the Provincial GovernmJnmn^ recognizes the .justice of the claim. Unfortunatelv the appear

"close arhar^d"''"""'*^
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The present city taxpayer cannot pay any more taxes; many ofIS <annot pay even th. present taxes. The land on whicL he cityta.xes are collected is not elasti.-. therefore Ihe only wav in whichmore taxes can be levied (not collected, is to ta.x this land heavierea< !. year, until the bulk of the city land reverts to the ci?y becausiot uiii)aid taxes. ^ because

A more elastic tax is needed, one that will expand or brine inmore money, as the need increases with the increase of popula "on-spread.ng the burden over all alike, and not. as at presen putt "g
itall on to one section of the community. Income tax is the logical taxfor the purpose; it would reach all sections, would be based on abilitvto pay. be on a sliding scale, contain exemption of ?fving u^g" woulj

^ml w V^'/V**""''
'^2^' """'^ ^^ '"'^'•^ «^»' "^^"-e difficult) !o evadeand would be easy of collection at comparatively low cost as themachinery already exists. ' ^ ^"®

sarv^'hTa"n^r?^nf h'%"°^
°"'^ ^""'- ^'"^ '^^^ '' *« absolutely neces-sary, that a part of the taxes now collected in the city by the Provin-lal Government be repaid to the city in order to enable it to pay forthe services it renders to the citizens, the question arises what nar[or percentage should be repaid. The answer could be found by a io^nmission representing the city and the Provincial Government

Assuming thai 30 per cent, be the proportion that the ProvincialGovernment should repay the city under present conditions a further
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