
Florida; and Grenada. For ihe purpose of
sfaewing clearly the views of His Majesiy
with respect to the form of Government in-
tended by him to be established in those 'I'er-

ritories, it would be proper to refer to the Proc-
lamation itself, which contains the following
passage :

—

"And whereas it will jjreatly contribute to
the speedy settling our said new goveromenis.
that our loving subjects should be informed of
our paternal caro for the security of ibe liber-
ty and properties of those wiio are and sbnll
become inhabitants thereof, we have thought
fit to publish and dechiro by this our procla-
mation that we have, in the letters patent un-
der our Groat Seal of Great Hritaio, bv which
the said governmcuts are constituted", given
express power and direction to our Governors
of our said Colonies respectively, tipit so soon
as the slate and circumstances of the said Col-
onies will admit thereof, they sliall with the
advice and consent of the mein!)ers of our
Council, summon and call general assemblies
within the said governments respectively, in
such manner and form as is used and directed
in those Colonies and Provinces in America
which are under our immediate government

;

and wo have also given power to the said Go-
vernors, with the consent of our siiid Council;)
ilnd the Representatives of the people, so to
bo summoned as aforesaid, to make, consri-
tuie, and orduiii laws, statutes, and ordinances
for tho public posico, welfire, jind good gov-
ernment of 0(11- sail Colonies, and of the peo-
ple and iohiliitiitits tbercoi' as near ;is may be
agreeable to the laws ofEugiand. and under
such regulations and restriciious as are used iu
other Colonies; and in the mean time, and
until such assemblies can be called as afore-
said, ail persons inhabiting in, or resorting to
our said Colonies, may coiifido in our royal
pjotBction for tho enjoyment of the benefit of
our laws of our realm of England : for which
purpose wo have given power under our Great
deal to the Governors of our said Colonies re-
spectively, to erect and constitute, with the ad-
vice of our said Council respectively, Couns
o^f Judicature and publicjustice within oursaid
Colouies, for the hearing and determining of
causes, as well criminal as civil, according to
law and equity, and as near as may be agree-
able to the laws of England, fwith liberty to
all persons who may think themselves aggrie-
V. hy the sentence of such Courts, in all civil
causes, to appeal, under the usual limitaiioos

and restrictions, to us in our Privy Council."
Here then was the root from which sprung

our present constituiion. In the above ext.act
it will bo observed that in the Patent constitu-
ting the Government of Quebec, allusion is
made to "n Council" and that the Governor,
with the advice of such Council, might sum-
mon and call a General Assembly, "in such
manner and form as is used and directed in
those Colonies and Provinces in Jlmtrica which
are. under our immediate government.^' Now
it would scarcely be c«mtended that the Coun-
cil thus creaie<l by the King, could be respoo-
bible to any other power than himself. There
was not at that time, nor for years afterwards,
any representative body in the Colony; and it

might be further remarked, that had a'n assem-
bly been convened in pursuauce of the power
contained in the proclamation, it (the assem-
bly) was to be constituted as in the ''other Co-
lonies and Provinces in America,'" and it does
not appear that it waste be clothed with great-
er powers than they possessed. No assembly
however was ever ctilled uader the authority
of the proclamation, and Canada continued to
be governed by a military officer, assisted by a
Council, until the year 1774. For eleven
years ari Executive Council did exist clearly
and positively irresponsible to any power but
the Crown, and possessed too of powers great-
ly trnuscendiiig those of the present Council,
for it appears by tho 4th section of the Act
14ih Geo. 3d, ch. 83, that with the Governor
it hjul piiwer to enact laws by which the iu-
haliitfiuls of tho Colony were bound. Tlii*
Act, the 14th Geo. 3d, was the first passed by
the British Parliament giving a settled form of
government to Canada, and in it allusion was
made to the existence of a Council, possessing
the powers just mentioned. That Act autho-
rized His Majesty to appoint a certain number
of persons as Legislative Councillors, who
when appointed should hold their olHces for
life

; and ordained that the laws and ordi-
nances passed by them, and assented to by tho
Governor, on behalf of the King, should su-
j)ercede -ll ordinances previously inade by the
Governor and Executive Council. The Ex
ecutive was not however done away with; on
the contrary it continued to exist t(» advise the
Governor; and by an ordinance passed in the
year i785-by the Legislative Council and Go-
vernor, i£ was constituted a Court of Appeal
as JQ the old Colonies, which ordinance is re-
cogfiized and confirmed by our Constitutional

Act. 31'

proceed!

imporian
be axked
Quebec,
could be

poiver ilif

It would
was respf

the ppopli

The Gov
were boti

utivb Coo
which he

mere will

ordinance
ing nppoir
King, am
his solo dc
were imp
those diiiif

those of ai

Where the

biliti/ to th

found. [H
of passing
Jiv e Conn
King, the n

be decided
racter was
now alleged

'roi'ince isI

to the penplt

tlie Cabinet
upon A vox
(Governor in

sponsible for

Jor his aits.'

for a princi)

fare, and g
w<»uld seart

preat Charti
for tho prote

recognizes a

King, but it<

nifest that w
the British P

• Proclamatioc
to the Goveri
,83—and the

;
Quebec, pass

fact: each of
'in the Cunstii
[siimiog that tl

|«l prerogative


