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Tuesday the 9th a
weighty vapour de-
scended from a thick
stratum of clouds that
seemed progressively
to deepen in color and
density. This was an
awful day : the super-
stitious were alarmed,
and even the thought-
less were struck with
a mixture of astonish-
ment and terror, at an
appearance for which
no one oould account
At sun-rise the clouds
varied in color, some
times assuming a
greenish hue ; at oth-
C8, a dark and almost
pitchy black. The sun,
at that time, appeared
ot a dingy orange co-
or, which at momenta
varied to a hlood led,
andatotbers to a dark
brown with but a .slight
'IPKree of luminosity
remaining. Towards
aoon tbe darkneaa was
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:n the Court House, the
'^luliP, and :no8t ot
'he public nllices in
-he city. The gloom
Alternately increased
or diminished, accord-
ing to the ascendnney
of the wind, which,
dunnit the day, wag
very litfiil and change-
able. The inhabitants
began now to expre.=3
their surprise, and in-
dulge their specula-
tions, as to tbe prob-
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''"•"'" <'fV'!/ J. II. nalLrr forth: Uonlnal lk,:dl<:

tion of'sparks rendered luridlby the incumbent
and surrounding bi'ze : in the evening it appear-
ed like a light-house seen out at sea. By great
exertions the fire was extinguished: about a
quarter ot an hour'previously, the iron cross fellon the pavement in front of the church with atremendous crash, and there broke into many
Pieces. A small piece that had fB'Ien before
lighted on tbe roof of the corner house in the
square, partly penetrated the roof, and there re-

^otJ^h.^ J^^ -f'S
7'''^'' ^^'^ ''""e'' during theday had deposited larger quanties of soot thanon Sunday, and as it flowed through the streets

It carried on its surface a dense foam resembling
soap suds. The evening again became darker
and thus ended a day which may be classedamong the dies atri of Montreal. The range of
this phenomenon must have been very extensive
for several of its flppearances were noticed at

S.T,="r *t'"n •' ^'"''s'0'1 above, and in many
parts of the United States. A similar darknesss said to have occurred in Canada in the year
1781, and the time of it is still known by thename of the r/a,-/c Sundaii. The cause of it is still
unexplained.
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Silversmith, and hy
Mr. E. Muir, Jun., as a
drug shop ; the furni-
ture in which is of a
very rich character,
iind was made b y
Slessrs. J. A W. Hil-
ton, from desigLS liy

the architect for the
buildings. The second
slure is occupied by Mr.
H Prince, of musical
fume, and the third by
.Messrs. Gngnon ii n d
Watson as a retail dry
goods s'ore.

ZThe second and third
stories are divided
into odices, two o f

them on the second
story being occupied
by the Lancashire In-
surance Company. —
The fourth story i a
used by the Free Ma-
sons, as a Lodge Room,
which is fifty-two feet
long by thirty-four feel
wide by sixteen feet
hi}{h

; adjoining t h e
' Lodge Room are seve-

ral waiting and ante-
rooms. The .Masonic
Fraternity are deco-
rating their room in a
very handsome man-
ner.

Access is had to the
olli- 3 and Lodge
Room by tbe door next
t b e E.vpresa Office,
from which a wide
ataircHse communi-
cates with each .floor.

The mason work
was done by Messrs.
Burns k Taylor, car-
penter work by Mr.
Robert Weir, plas-

,,ainting by A. Craig,

gHiva'iii7ed''irou"w7.rir\iy' Messrs. Prowse & Mc-
" The whole baa bee? executed froin the

J __ , .. --.nipnflpnPA ot A Inv
Farlane. ine wnoie naa oee^ -— ..„~ .«„

designs and under the superiotendence of Alex.

C. Hutchison, Architect.

MUIR'S BUILDINGS.
Miiir's buildings, whichform the corneFof NotreDame Street and the Place d'Armes, have been

erected (or E. Muir, Esq. The frontage on the

I

former Ftreet is sixty-three feet, and on the 1; t-
! ter forty-five fppt.

As these buildings are to be used for retail
stores anil officeq, all the light, for which cniikl
only be obtained from tbe front: it has been neces-
sary to devote the greater portion of the fron'npe
fpopenings for glnss, and make the stone-woik as
light, as consistent with safety and strength
The columns for the first story are tliree-qunrlHra
rtiiimetpr detached from the piers behind them
and all the small columns of tbe upper stories are
"ntirely detached from the piers. Each col-imn
hag a richly-carved capital, from which pprineg
the arches, the soffits, of which are made deen
by k-'-pirg the surface .,r (lie glnss nearly to the
in. .!< ^f the wall, producing dipih.so great an

Iefs'inul m street architecture. i

i»il the lines of the cornices and belt couiseg
'

are continuous and without break, except at the
cireiilar angle.
The fonts are crowned with a bold, massive

cornice, With deepty-sunk dentils.
Tlip ground-floor is divided into three stores

the first or one next the Place d'Armes, being
o««»pi«d » K ihow-room by Mr. R. J^inUry

SKETCH OF WESLEYAN .METHODISM IN
MONTREAL.

As with a river of immense width and impres-
sive associations, so with an important form of
church orEsnization, either general or local,
much justifiable enthusissm may be felt in ascer-
tnining the character of its use. Did it spring
like the Nile, as a youthful giant from some
great inland lake, or like the Amnzon, bubble oti-

sciirely into existence in some far off region ? Did
it first a.=!?ume shape like the Ohristiiinity of An-
tioch, when "a great number believed and
turned unto the Lord," or like that of Phillippi,
when a solitary female whose " heart the Lord
opened" was tbe first-fruit?
The commencement of Methodism in this city,

'iniiuestionably belonged to the latter type.
Much obsciiriiy rests uiion the date and circum-
stances ot its intrnduction, but there is sulflcient
evidence to warrant the conclusion that it could
pot be later than 1785. On the 13th of March,
1780, Dr Coke, the world-wide Evanirelist, who
cros^ied the Atlantic eighteen times while prose-
cuting his great mipsionarv life-work, and who
WHS the " fir.n Protestant Bishop in the Western
riemisiihere," wrote " an address to the pious and
benevolent, proposing an annual fuhscription for
the suiiport of missionaries in the Highlands and
adjacent lalarda nf Scotland, the Isles of ,Iersey,
Guernaey, and .N'ewfoundland, the West Indies,
and the Provinces of Nova Scotia and Quebec."
This address, which was quite a lengthy, lucid,
and f'orrible dociiraent. contained the following
suggestive eenlence :

" In the province of Quebec
a few pious soldiers have formed societies at
Quebec and Montreal on the Methodist plan,
among whom we have reason to believe that our
preR-her;: wniiM K- frlsdly FrCeived."
Who these pious soldiers were, under what

circnriistancea they laboured, and to what extent
they succeeded, are questions intensely interest-
ing, but to which we are unable to give a definite
U'ply. Possihlv. thev may have been a detach-
ment of the "l-llh Regiment, disbanded about that
time, and a commissary of whieh named Tuffey
had commenced in Quebec in 1780 to officiate aa
a locnl preacher. This soldier had conferred upon
him the honour—which an Apostle might have
*n\i%i\ «»fpr««chiBg tbt first Methodiat lermon


