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in the train, and that Mr. Dwerrihou8«
alighted at Blackwater atotion.'

• Quite impoasible.adr, ' nplied the station-
maater, promptly.

' Why impossible ?'

• Because there is no station along the
line where he is so well known, or where he
would run so great a risk. It would be just
runninfc his head into the lion's mouth. He
would have been mad to come nigh Black-
water station ; and if he had come, he would
have been arrested before he left the nlat-
form.'

*^

'Can you tell me who took the Blackwater
tickets of that train ?'

'

'lean, air. It was the guard,—Benjamin
Somers.

'

'

• And where can I find him ?'

' You can find him, sir. by staying here.
If you please, till one o'clock. He will be
coming through with the up express from
Crampton, which stays at Blackwater for
ten minutes.'
We waited for the up express beguiling

the time as best we could by strolling along
the Blackwater road till we came almost to
the outskirts of the town, from which the
atatiou was distant nearly a couple of miles.
By one o clock wo were back again upon the
platform and waiting for the train. It came
punctually, and I at once recognized the
raddy-faced guard who has gone down withmy train the evening before.

• The gentlemen want to ask yoa some-
thing about Mr. Dwerrihouse, Somers,' said
the station-master by way of introduction.
The miard flashed a keen glance from my

face to Jelf 's, and back again to mine.
• Mr. John Dwerrihouse, the Ute direotort'

wud he, interrogatively.

•The same,' replied my friend. 'Shonid
jrou know him if yon saw him V

•Anywhere, sir.'

• Do you know if he was in the 415w
press yestsrday afternoonV
•He was not, sir.'

• How can you answer to positively?'

•Because I looksd into every carriage, andnw every face in that train, and I could
take my oath that Mr. Dwerrihouse was not
in it. This gentleman was, ' he added, turn-
ing sharply upon me. 'I don't know that I
«ver saw him before In my life, but I remem-
ber his iaoe perfectly. You nearly missed
taking your seat in time at this station, sir.
•nd you got out at Clavlboroiiffh.

'

•Quite true, guard,''! replied ; but do
you not also remember the face of the gen-
Meman who travelled down in the same car-
riage with me as far as here 1

'

*It was my impression, sir, that you tray

eUed down alone,' said Somers, with a look
of some surprise.

• By no means ; I had a fellow-traveller aa
far as Blackwater, and it was in trying to
restore him the cigar-case' which he had
dropped m the carnage that I so nearly let
you ffo on without me.'

' Tremember your saying something about
a cigar-case, certainly,' rejJied the guard,

'You asked for my ticket just before wa
entered the station '

•I did, sir.'

' Then you must have seen him. He sat
in the corner next the very door to which you
came.

'

'

' No, indeed. I saw no one.

'

I looked at Jelf. I began to think the
guard was in the ex-director's confidence,
and paid for his silence.

'If 1 had seen another traveller I should
have asked for his ticket, sir ?

'

' I observed that you did not ask for it
that by saying—' I hesi-

1 feared I might be telling too much

but he explained
toted. I feared 1 ..„^^, ,

and so broke offabruptly.
The guard and the etotion-master ex-

changed glances. The former looked im-
patiently at his watch.

•I am obliged to goon in four minutes
more, sir, he said.

•One last question, then, ' interposed Je'f.
with a sort of desperation. • If this gentle,
mans fellow-traveller had been MrT John
Dwerrihouse, and he had been sitting in the
corner next the door by which you took tha
bcketa, could you have failed to see and reo<
ognize him !'

. 'No, sir ; it would have been quite impoe-

•And you are certain you did not see
bim?

1^ }. f*'**
before, sir, I could toke my

oath I did not see him. And ifitwasn^
that I don t like to contradict a gentleman,
would say I could also toke my oath that
this gentleman was quite alone in the car-
riage the whole way from London to Clay-
borough. Why, sir,' he added, dropping
his voice so as to be inaudible to the station,
master, who had been called away to speak
to some person close by, 'you expressly
asked me tomye you a compartment to
yourself, and I did so. I locked you in and
you were so good as to give me something
for myself.

'

*

• Yes, but Mf, Dwerrihouse had a key of
his own.' •'

•I never saw him sir; I saw no one in
that compartment but yourself. Beg pardon,
sir, mv time's up.'

I And with this the ruddy guard touched


