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is serious ! He means it. He'd go through fire and
water for me and be glad of the chance."

" Well," proclaimed the old lady, " if you are not
the strangest woman in the world, I'd like to know!
Here I thought "

"What did you think?" demanded Nora, suspi-

ciously.

" I thought that Coleman- "

" Bosh
!
" interrupted the graceful N6ra. " I tell

you what, Maude; you'd better try to think as little

as possible. It will suit your style of beauty better.

And above all, don't think of my affairs. I myself
am taiking pains not to think of them. It's easier."******

Mrs. Wainwright, with no spirits of intention what-
ever, had set about readjusting her opinions. It is

certain that she was unconscious of any evolution. If

some one had said, to her that she was surrendering „
the inevitable, she would have been hrimediately on^
her guard, and would have opposed forever all sugges-
tions of a match between Marjory and Coleman. On
the other hand, if some one had said to her that her
daughter was going to marry a human serpent, and
that there were people in Athens who w6uld be glad
to explain his treacherous character, she would have
haughtily scorned ^he tale-bearing and would have
.gone with more haste into tfae^ professor^ way of
thinking. In fact, she was in process of undermining
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