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LeompOBitton of the Old ; written by nntlvt) Jewti, Hebrews of the
, UebriBws ; by men whose minds had, from inftitioy. been raoiildod after
the form and fashion of their own sacred writings \ and w^hose whole

' stock of literature (except in the case of St..Paul, andpcobably of Sit-

Luke and flt. James) was comprised in those very writinvi : now,
surely, it is improbable in the extreme, that such men, when th(<y came
4» write such a work, should, witliou(t any assignable motive, and in
direct opposition to all other religious teachers of their nation, have
evtrangod themselves froip a manner so pervading the noblest parts af
the Hebrew Scriptiu-es, as ' the sent^enttons parallelism. Of such an
nHtrangementv no less can lie said than this, that it would imply a
constrafnt and presspre upon tlie natural movements of minds yo*
disciplined and trained, altogether inconsistent with that ease, and
flrecdom, and simplicity, which characterise the style of the New
Testament, froq^ its commencement to its close; Whiib. with rospci't
to niaf, who spake as never roan spake,' and who had all vjirletics of

• language atfhis command, it wais so much his usage, iri every allowable
method and degree,|to accommodate his manner to the tastes and
firejjXidioes ef his oountrymen, that his departure from it in tliis

nscance would have been perhaps a solitary dcimrtnro ; and, leaving
out of consideraMon, for the pre^^ent, the native and iniperiHlmblu

"

exceUenoib8>of the Hebrew parallelism, it is not easy to imagine a
f>urtfcdlar, in which our blessed Lordvtn)uld have more safely become,
ike lys great follower, to the Jews a Jew, than in the adoption of a
manner, at once familiar to their understanding, agreeable to their
taste, and consecrated by a tliousand associations wltli their best and
hflfppiest roligioiw foeUngs. In Section XXIV. p. 450, ho states,—" All
commeiitators nave observed the striking resemblance between portions
of the Apocalypse, considerable both in number and extent, and the
prophetic books of the Old Testament : and, since the days of Bishop
Ix>wth, some have, thoiigh slightly, adverted to the pootirallmagery and
structure of those resembling potlions. The student who wishes
rightlyto apprehend, and to appreciate!, the language of this last luul
most ipysterious .book of the sacred canon, will do %(;ll to conip/ire
attentively the several cort-espohding uassagos^of it, i^nd of the iim*,
phet8;i^ compafison in which he wilUbe materially assisted, by the
margtiviT references, of a good qua^o Bible, or Of QeraraVVon Maes-
tricht's Olreek Testament. And, if he wishes to institute the compari-
son yet tnore S||lBfac!torily, he ^ill reduce for himself the od(;s and
tongs of the ApflUypse to a vorsi^Iar aii^angcment ; and then com-
paroirthe paraUol pasrages of the propI)ct| ; cohsulting the metrically
arnniged^ versions of Bishop Lowth, AriPibisliop Newcofiae, lind Dr.

-"Thebabit of observing Such nifties Is far from trilling ; everything
is important which contributed to illustrate tlie organization of
Scripturfe.'V Page 2fl2i^3f i/

.^ .^^ '

Jn 1856 was taublfamad a view translation o^Ve eAr^alypse of St.
#John, metrically artmndtd, bjl^ohiLlI. Godwin. In the introduc-

tion the author saysj—iVThe wfiter ha^ndeavounid in this translation
to present, as exactly as possible, both the meaning and the form of
the original. That the one prophetical book of the New Testament is

similar, in Jaany respects, to the pruphctical books of the Old Testa-
ment, mtisf be at once seen; but the^Agrecment is far more complete
than is geiieVally siipposcd. In the pamllelism of the lines, the com-

'

IH>sition onthe paragraphs, and the division and suUlivision of the
. several pomotis into threes, the same orderly arran^ment may be
everywhere observed. The rt^cognition of the poetic .chapter of the
Old Testatn^nh prophecies, and theirjarosentation in th% form of poetry,
have contributed much to a correct ul\derstandtng of their meaning.

< and to a iust appreciation of their excellence ; and it is hoped that the
attempt here made may be of some similar service to the readers of
thisbittk." ^
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