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tlu>y wero KraziiiK." It was proved by tho United States Department of

\nneulture that cattle and liorses were also poisoned l.y zytjadenus hut

un<ler ordinary e<.nditions they (l not eonsun.e suffieient (,uantity to

eaus(> death. The "fatalities weie almost entirely confined to sheep.

Symptoms: AeeordinK to (h.-snut and Wileox, the first si^ns <.f pois..n-

i„a are -a eertah. uneasiness an<l irregularity in the movements of the

sheep Th(-se irroKularities rapidly l.ecome more an<l more pronounced

accompanied t.v inco-ordination of the muscular movements, spasn.s an.l

rapid hreathinii. Althoush sheep are hiishly excited under the mHuenc.-

of i-AKadenus poisoninK, the cerel.ral symptoms sel.lom constitute a c<.n-

dition of frenzv. It was rea.lily ..l.served that until a f.-w nu.uites hefor.'

<Ieuth, ewes were al.le to recognize their laml.s. and indicate in other ways

that thev were not in any sense crazed. The later symptoms were thos.|

of comp'lete motor paralysis, comi.ined with an exceedingly rapid an<l

sharp l.reathinK and a frequent weak pulse. Tlu- duration of tlu-se diffeivnt

stages of poisoninK varies to a consi.leral.le extent, and .lepen.ls entirely

upon the amount of .leath canins which the sheep have eaten.

The principal svirptoms are Ki%eii l.y Marsh and Claw.son as "sali-

vation, naus.-a. muscular weakness, coma an<l sometimes attacks ot

dyspnoea."

In ueneral, the symptoms in horses and cattle are similar to tlu.se

shown by sheep.

Remedy ^nd Meanss ok Control: >redical remedies have been f<.und

of little U.SC, as most of the cases are dis<H)vered too lat,- for treatment.

Rest and quiet are recommended To prevent loss, it is important to

recoKiiize the plant and to avoid pasturinp; sheep upon it. Harprave.

however, has obtained jjood results by the use of peimanKanate of potasl.

an<l alumiaum sulphate administered in the very early sta^.'s of poisoning.

He says "that for some vears past sheepmen in the ^^ alsh Distn.'t.

Alberta, have looked upon potassium permanpinat- and aluminum

sulphate as alnu.st specific in sheep poisone.l with this plant, aiui, espe.-ially

in cases recognized earlv, recovery follows in every instance. >omc years

ago the plant was so plentiful over the ranK<> that sheep Herders were k.;pt

supplie<l with pow.leis containing five grains of each, and carried witl.

th.'in a pint bottle so that on recognizinK any sheep showing elfects ..

n..isonin(r. thev at once .lissolve.l the powder in a bottleful of water an.l

imm<.dian'ly administered it as a drench. Very rarely was it necessary

to administer the second dose."

In restricted areas, the weed may be exterminated by putting the

land under cultivation f<.r a time. After the spring rains, when the groun.

is soft, the bulbs mav be readily pulled, and where the weed is less abundant

it would be well worth while to incur the expense of hand-pulling.


