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In the following year a fresh fleet sailed up the
Thames and thence up the Lea, where they constructed
a fortress twenty miles above Londoa

Alfred caused two fortresses to be erected on the
Lea below them, with vast balks of timber entirely
obstructing the river. The Danes, finding their retreat
cut off, abandoned their ships and marched across
England to Cwatbridge on the Severn. Their fleet fell

into the haiid.s of the Londoners, who burned and
broke up all the smaller ship, and carried the rest
do*n to London. The Danes were so disconcerted
by the many and severe defeats which had befallen
them tiiat they now abandoned the idea of again con-
quering England, and taking ship, saUed for France.
Four years later, in 901, King Alfred died, having

reigned twenty-uine years and six month,s. Dunng
his reign England had made immense advances in
civilization, and in .spite of the devastation wrought
by the Danish occupation of Wessex during the early
years of his reign, and the efforts requin.,! aftenvards
to oppose them, the wealth and prosperity of the
country vastly increased duriiig his roign. Abbeys
and monasteries had multiplie,!, public ImildingN been
erected, towns rebuilt and beautilied, and learn°n- had
nade great advances. The laws of the countrj° had
been codified and regulated, the administration of
justice placed on a firm basis. The kingly authority


