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"Pfarticipatory internationalism" for
r. Pearson meant not shirking a resIon-

ibiliot when sought - but not looking for
"helpful fixer". I remember, in the

of the Suez crisis, answering end-
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om Cairo, New Delhi, London and
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tience to establish UNEF, in the
e of the Suez storm.

He did not seek election to the Secre-
tary-Generalship of the United Nations or
of NATO, or the presidency of the United
Nations General Assembly, or to be one
of the "Three Wise Men" to help rescue
NATO from the disarray within the al-
liance after Suez. As Hume Wrong, prob-
ably his closest confidant, once said to me:
"Mike is like a Houdini - put him in the
middle of a crisis and he will get himself
out of the mess, and in the process will
help others to get out of it as well."

Taking risks
This quality of intuitive judgment, coupled
with an idealistic willingness to take risks
for peace, while never succumbing to the
"cult of personality", made him a natural
healer to turn to in time of trouble. His
warm and friendly personality 'became
recognized as the personification of all that
was best in the Canadian character and,
as the Cold War cut a chasm among the
nations, bringing in its wake a drift to
regionalism instead of the hoped-for uni-
versalism, he more than anyone helped to
keep the Cold War cold. .

"For many are called, but few are
chosen" - in international affairs, as in
other branches of human affairs. Mr. Pear-
son was chosen over others, primarily
because he really cared, and showed it by
a demonstrated willingness to throw him-
self unreservedly into whatever he under-
took to do. I was first impressed by his
unusual capacity for concentrated effort
when we worked together at Canada House
during the war. He would start with his
"in-tray" piled high with files early in the
morning, and by noon it would be empty.
And "paper-pushing" was no measure of
the extent of his already substantial in-
fluence on wartime London.

This capacity to care, as well as. his
foresight, emerge from his memoirs, as
does the quality of his diplomatic craft-
manship, and the hard work he put into
the discharge of his responsibilities, as
President of the General Assembly, for
instance, when he was trying to prevent
the Cold War confrontation dividing the
superpowers in Europe, from being ex-
tended to involve China over the Korean
crisis. The handling by the United States
of China's intervention in Korea after
General MacArthur crossed the 38th Par-
allel and was urging the bombing of Man-
churia produced what Mr. Pearson called
"one of the most serious divisions we have
had with the United States on policy."
The story is recorded by Mr. Pearson in
detail in the appendices. The differences
which also developed over the question of
the condemnation of China, while trying
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