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fo himeelf visited eash Indian village in the igomoy fwom twioe

to six times in sach yoary with the emoeption of the omw at
Smith's Dnlet, whioh he vieited omoe sach year, Some of the
reserves redeived visite oftensr than twise or avin mix times
in overy year. There was no plase of Dndimn habitation within
the Agenoy that he had not visited sinee he had bdeen Agent.

fo Mr COMIISSIONIZR MKENNA: The 60 % dscrease in population
of which he had cpoken was attrilutablé to matural deoresse and

net to conmus errors, being indioated by the preponderance of

the death rate over the birth vates Improved and less costly
medioal attondance of which the Dndiane wowld mors freely avail
thenselves would tend toward materially lessenins this deorease.
The deocreass epolan of he regarded as largely due to the medical
system at m prevailing and also to insanitary conditions
ot the villages, together with the herding of the Indisns $oe
gother at their potpach gathoringss In determining the medisal
systom best adapled to the necessities of the csse, the fimancial
censideration should bo a secondary oonsideration in opposition
t0 the publie interost in the health of the Indians amd theiy
part in the general popul ation. :

o Mr OOMMISSIONER SHAW; He had found great diffionlty at thi

" in the administration of the busimess of hie Agenoy in unmm

of ite distance from Ottewa, the seat of administration, In his
qh{n. & dranch of the Mdian Department with full emsoutive

 powers, if entadlished in this Provinee, would b of material bene

ofit to the Indians and to the sdministration generally, always
provided that wheever was in charge shéuld not have o refer the
business to Ottawn for setions If the of floer appointed were a
mere trenemitting offiolsl such an office would be & Gsteiment

wather than s Demefit as the time lost through the additismal

redetape would make matters wores than as at present,
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Mmmu—-: lands, Agont Halliday seid that, with
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