Gambling on a night at the Casinc

by Chris Lambie

DTK promotions gave five local
bands a chance to shake Gottigen
Street over the weekend. The
heavy rain didn’t stop over 150
people from crowding into the old
Casino theatre on Saturday night
to hear what new sounds Peter
Rowan’s record label, “Dressed
ToKill”, hadtooffer. The Aimless,
the Screaming No No’s, Coffee in
Madrid, Happy Co. and No Damn
Fears provided an exciting and
diverse evening’s entertainment
for the low low price of only four
dollars.

Maybe the floor was a little
greasy from years of spilt popcorn.
So what if the average age of
around 18 obviated the fact that
there was no beer to be seen on the
premises. Here was some real
music, stripped of all the hype-
video garbage and discotechnical
accoutrements thataccompany so
much of today’s mainstream
mulch.

The Aimless,a super baby-faced
bunch of nasties, started the
proceedings around nine o’clock.
Theirhardcore thrasheteria sounds
had an eclectic mix of overfed and
anemic skinheads bouncing off
each other for about twenty
minutes. While it wasn’t exactly
my idea of a fun time, they were
very tight, and the guitar (once it
finally reached a sufficient
volume) was very slick.

The Screaming No No’s
followed the Aimless with an
inferior version of the same stuff.
The guitar was much more
primitive and dull, and the band
gave a seriously lackluster
performance. Even the skinheads
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looked bored.

Coffee in Madrid provided a
much more entertaining sound;
heck, people even started to
dance... A combination of their
fresh rhythms and angst-ridden
lyrics, not to mention their groovy
hairctits, sparked a real crowd
interest. They took a variety of
promising and distinctly
alternative directions, ranging
from latin to almost funky.

Happy Co., however, initiated a
serious upswing in the night’s
performance levels. These speed-
drivers jangled the whole stage
with a noise that lies somewhere
between the Sound Asylum and
Husker Du. They had great vocals,
accompanied by some really
serious bass. The sound problems
seemed to clear-up by the time
they hit the stage; Happy Co.
hooked into a wide groove and
held on tight until the end of their
SCL.

.deduce the
audience with an
abundance of

brilliant energy,

‘Now comes the highlight of the
entire evening, No Damn Fears.
These guys are no damn slouches.
Even though the five-member
band has only been together for
less than eight months, they
seemed linked in a metaphorical
musical chain.

Dave Marsh, driving creative
force behind the group, writesmost
of the songs and shared acool lead
guitar with Mat Murphy. Jenny
Pierce,a Dalmathematics wizard,

crooned to the audience with a
plastic cup of whiskey inone hand
and an ever-present cigarette in
the other. She cut her way through
the maze of rhythm that bassist
Doug MacDonald and drummer
Pete Digesu slide, almost
hesitantly, underneath the clean
guitar sound.

......

They wound their way around
some very specific style changes,
ripping through their original
songs with an overipe confidence.
Murphy and Pierce seem to
dominate the onstage presence,
with the former laying down some
perfectly placed and awesomelly
controlled blue solos, while the
latter attempts to seduce the
audience with an abundance of
brilliant energy.

Marsh was not to be outdone,
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however, and as the sct ncared a
spectacular crescendo, he even
forced a smile as he and Murphy
shared in some harmonizing
duties. The relaxed and right-on
delivery of the band wins your
mind while Pierce steals your heart
with the buoyant clarity and
ecstafic joy contained in her voice.

" They all looked extremely happy,
 and moderately suprised that
people were really groovin to the

| music.
Murphy claims that he is
w‘ “aiming for that Big Star/Alex
{ Chilton sound”, buthe does admit
that that there are some sérious
[creative differences in the group.
“We're no Fleetwood Mac or
\anything” he says, “but because
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