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SWAT and Magic Johnson

Five NBA Championships, voted League MVP on three separate
occasions, the spokesman for a number of sponsors, and now head
of the Advisory Board on AIDS. Who would have thought that a
legendary man such as Magic Johnson would become infected with
the virus which causes AIDS (HIV).

Magic has been very open with the press and general public about
his infection, and though he confessed that he was infected through
heterosexual activity, some would still like to think that he is
bisexual or an IV-drug user. These people are simply trying to make
themselves feel better by denying that AIDS is infecting the
heterosexual population.

Finding out that you are infected with HIV requires tremendous
adjustment. Magic Johnson appears to have made this transition
very well. Some individuals may cope with the news of HIV
infection by denial. They may accept the fact that they are HIV+ but
they deny that their disease will be fatal. This in not necessarily a
bad method of coping, rather it may motivate or empower the
individual to continue living life to its fullest. This appears to be
what Magic Johnson has done. He has recognized the fact that he
has the disease and thus he has given up professional basketball so
that he can take better care of his body, impeding the progression
of the disease. As well, he has made public his desire to beat the
disease, and in becoming an AIDS Awareness advocate, help others
to protect themselves from becoming infected with HIV.

Some individuals may have suspected that they have contracted
the virus and the uncertainty of waiting for the results creates a lot
of anxiety. The information that they are positive for HIV, confirms
their suspicions, so that they know where they stand and are able to
move forward with their life.

Many individuals become depressed, realizing the magnitude of
their disease. Severe depression may lead to the contemplation of
suicide. Fearing the physical pain and isolation of this disease, may

il become too much for an individual to cope with. The contempla-
tion of suicide gives patients, infected with the virus, a certain
amount of control over their own destiny. They may feel more at
ease knowing that they always have the option of suicide if things
get too rough. It is vital that they contact an AIDS support group
so that they can obtain necessary social support, consisting of both
information and emotional support, in this initial period. This type
of help is available through AIDS New Brunswick.

When individuals learn that they are HIV+ they must consider,
not only their own feelings, but also how others will react to their
news. A large number of the general public are misinformed about
HIV and share some very narrow minded views of those who have
become afflicted with the disease. Those individuals who have
contracted HIV through homosexual or bisexual contact may face
further discrimination and rejection as the result of widespread
homophobia.

Partners of Persons Living With HIV (PLWH) not only have to
deal with the loss of a loved one, but they also have to deal with the
fact that they may have been infected and will need to consider
being tested. The uncertainty about their own health exacerbates
anxiety caused by their partner’s infection.

Although it is fortunate that a man of Magic Johnson's stature has
come out to talk about AIDS, it is unfortunate that a tragedy like this
had to happen for people to take note of the dangers of HIV. If he
is half as successful with his fight against AIDS, as he has been on
the basketball court, he will be around for a long time.

Residence Notice Board

The ladies of the Dunn request your presence at T w ' c

the L.D.H. dining hall on January 17th, 1992 at 7 p.m. 2 GREAT PIZZAS
for their first annual 24 hour Dunn Dance-a-thon. All
proceeds go toward playground equipment for chil- 7 LOW PRICE
dren of the Women of Transition House. DARE TO
Pledges can be made by telephone 450-6546, 450- COMPARE
6599, or 450-6583. Teams must consist of six people 2 LG. (16") PIZZAS, with 4 toppings
with a minimum of two people per team on the ONLY $19.99 + TAX
dance floor at all times. Pledge sheets will be given ‘ Regent Street Location
out at a later date. Live band, D.J. and refreshments . Now Open 7 Days A Week At Noon!

available throughout th: BRIKaop Watening for 403 REGENT STREET 457-9292
URanst MAIN STREET {NORTHSIDE} 453-0099




